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“A Root Out Of A Dry Ground”
An Introduction to the Life of Hezekiah
“He trusted in Yahweh Elohim of Israel; so that after him was none like him among
all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. For he clave to Yahweh and
departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which Yahweh
commanded Moses” (2Kings 19:5-6).
Hezekiah was the greatest king of Judah. Not since David had there been a ruler
so in tune with Israel’s God.
From the depths of idolatry he rescued the nation, and restored, as
none of his fathers had done since the reign of Solomon, the true
worship of God and the observation of the law of the Lord. 1
This man’s life is all the more amazing because of the completely ungodly
environment into which he was born. Hezekiah was truly “a root out of a dry ground”
(Isa.53:2). To appreciate the magnitude of his life and work, it is necessary to go
back to the times of his forefathers, Uzziah, Jotham and Ahaz.

Uzziah – The Prosperity of Materialism
The reign of Uzziah was noted for great material
prosperity and peace. Unfortunately, spiritual standards
began to slip. Although outright paganism was not
condoned, the pleasures of the age led to the diluting of
the truth and a diminishing of the fervency of the people
for the service of God.
Uzziah (strengthened of Yah), also called Azariah (Yah
has helped), commenced a co-regency with his father
Amaziah (strength of Yah) in BC 790 aged 16 (1Kings
14:21) and reigned for 52 years until his death in BC 739
(2Chron.26:3). His mother’s name was Jecoliah (Yah will
enable). He became sole ruler after his father’s death in
BC 767 and was contemporary with several kings of
Israel: Jeroboam II (BC 793-753), Zechariah (BC 753),
Shallum (BC 753), Pekah (BC 752-732), Menahem (BC
752-742) and Pekaiah (BC 742-740).
He is a tragic figure, however. Like his father Amaziah and
grandfather Joash he began well (2Chron.26:2-5), but
ended his life in abject misery because of his foolishness
in trying to usurp the role of king/priest.
At first he “sought” God with the help of the prophet
Zechariah (“Yah hath remembered“), a word that means
to tread, tramp, or frequent. He started his reign by beating
a path to his Bible and the Temple, and wanted special help
1
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Figure 1 – Israel and Judah in Isaiah’s Day

Philip Hinde, The Divided Kingdom, Tamarisk Publishing, 1988, p.73
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in understanding the visions of Elohim. While Uzziah continued in this way, he
prospered.
He inherited a kingdom that was at low ebb. It was subservient to the more powerful
kingdom under the dynamic Jeroboam, Amaziah having been disastrously defeated
in the battle of Bethshemesh, and the northern wall of Jerusalem having been
dismantled and the Temple plundered.
Uzziah’s ambition was to rebuild Judah’s strength once more. He was a selfmotivated man, industrious and totally committed to his people and his kingdom
(2Chron.26:1-15). With the prophet Zechariah’s help, he conquered several
surrounding nations, retook many strategic positions, and strengthened Jerusalem.
Elohim helped him (2Chron.26:7 - the very meaning of his other name “Amaziah“)
and he re-established a strong economic and military base.
Uzziah expanded the borders of the land to their furthermost extent since Solomon.
“His name spread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt… he built towers in the
desert, and digged many wells” (2Chron. 26:8,10). He conquered Edom and
recaptured the Red Sea port of Elath (2Kings 14:22; 2Chron.26:2), hence securing
the trade route with Southern Arabia by ship down the gulf. This was the main
source of the finance that helped develop the resources of the country and perfect
its military efficiency (2Chron.26:1-15; cp. Isa.2:7).
Tell el-Kheleifeh, which lies at the centre of the north shore of the Gulf of Eilat (or
Akabah), has been extensively excavated and evidence of building in the times of
Solomon, Jehoshaphat and Uzziah has been found. At Ain-el-Qudeirat in Egypt,
believed to be ancient Kadesh-Barnea, were found the remains of a large
rectangular fortress, 75 feet long, with solid walls 12 feet thick, and three projecting
towers (Uzziah‘s “towers in the desert“). At Qumran (famous for the Dead Sea
scrolls) the remains of another fortified building from Uzziah’s time were found.
Unfortunately, the prosperity and peace of Uzziah’s reign led to a degeneration of
the spirituality and morality of the people.
Jerusalem was a busy city throughout the times of Uzziah, the centre of a powerful,
flourishing community that commanded the respect and fear of the surrounding
nations (cp. 2Chron.26). In fact, there was a spirit of optimism and careless security
that prevailed (Amos 6:1,13). This feeling was created because the early expansion
of Assyria (circa BC 883-783) was slowed (circa BC 782-745) until Tiglath-pileser
III (circa BC 745, cp. 2Kings 15:29) came to the throne. This lull appears to have
fostered the delusion that all danger from the Assyrian quarter had passed away.
Towering over all other buildings was the magnificent temple of white stone
glistening in the blazing sun. There was no lack of worshippers treading the courts,
but their service to God had become formal, ritualistic and insincere (Isa.1:15;
29:13). They were “a people of unclean lips” (6:5), whose tongues and doings were
against Yahweh to provoke Him (Isa.3:8; 1:4). Underneath the facade of
righteousness, there were some very serious problems. There were people who
were doing so well materially that they began to despise the word of Yahweh (Amos
1:1-2; 2:4-5). They were ungrateful for what Yahweh their Father had done for them
(Isa.1:2; 30:9) and since they forsook Him, He forsook them (Isa.2:6). They
became unclean lepers (Isa.1:2-6; 6:5), like stinking grapes (Isa.5:2,4), full of sin
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Figure 2 – Jerusalem in the days of Hezekiah

(Isa.3:9,12) and self-indulgent (Isa.5:11,12,18,22). They hypocritically perverted
moral standards (Isa.10:6; 5:20,21), and turned to false religion (Isa.2:6; 8:19;
6:9,10).
On all “the mountains … round about Jerusalem” (Psa.125:2) there were altars to
heathen gods. Unlike the people at large, when the city was besieged by
Sennacherib, Hezekiah refused to look to those hills for help because he knew it
came from Yahweh Tz’vaoth alone (Psa.121:1-2). Isaiah refers to the practices
associated with the prevalent idolatry, and hints at wooden or stone images in the
thickets, votive offerings on trees, brick altars, stones for libations, tables for
feasting, both of abominable things, obscene practices, human sacrifices and
spiritualism.
Evidence of idolatry has been discovered at Beer-sheba. The remains of a large
horned altar were found, and on one stone of it was incised a writhing serpent. Here
is evidence of serpent worship, as practiced by the Egyptians, and it is noteworthy
that Hezekiah in his reforms destroyed the brazen serpent which Moses had made
in the wilderness because it had become a thing of worship (2Kings 18:4).
At Arad, between Beer-sheba and the Dead Sea, a sanctuary seems to have been
in existence from Solomon’s time onwards. It appears to have been a place where
Yahweh was worshipped rather than false gods, but it was nevertheless contrary to
the Law of Moses for such a sanctuary to exist. The archaeological evidence at
Arad is that in Hezekiah’s time the altar of burnt offering and the high place of this
sanctuary were covered over, leaving just a room as a sanctuary.
8
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Excavations in Jerusalem revealed small figurines of horses, some with
disks apparently representing the sun fixed to their foreheads. These may
be referred to in Josiah’s reform (2Kings 23:11). Figurines of Ashtoreth,
the mother goddess, were also discovered, and it was her place of worship,
situated on the east side of the Kidron Valley that Josiah destroyed
(2Kings 23:13). These figurines (of which Jeremiah later spoke –
Jer.44:17) were probably made as miniatures of the proper idols for the
people to take home with them and keep to show that they were under the
supposed protection of the god or goddess.
The influx of wealth and prosperity accelerated certain economic changes,
but not for the better. There was a spread of debauchery and luxury
amongst the upper classes (Isa.3:16-23; 5:11,12,22; cp. 28:1-8; 32:9).
Figure 3 – Ashtoreth

The rich oppressed the poor by extorting land from them, and
unscrupulously joining “house to house” and “field to field” (Isa.5:8 cp. Micah
2:2,9). The small fields of olive groves, vineyards with watchtower booths and
gardens of cucumbers (Isa.1:8), carob, pomegranate, mulberry, acacia, fig,
sycamore and date, were joined together by the rich, who forced the poor farmers
off their land. The rich women were proud and haughty and wore the latest fashion
from the surrounding nations (Isa.3:16-23).
Judges became wealthy by taking bribes and by favouring the rich over the poor
(Isa.1:23; 3:14,15; 5:7,23; 10:1,2 cp. 29:21; 33:15). The scribes were in league
with them and falsified court decisions and records of land ownership (Isa.10:1 see
also 1:17; 5:7).
Sadly, not only did this new national prosperity pervert the people, it led to the king’s
undoing as well. His two names tragically tell the story of his life: “And his name
was spread abroad; for he was marvelously helped (Azariah), till he was strong
(Uzziah)” (2Chron.26:15-16). The strength and prosperity of the nation brought
about Uzziah’s fall from grace. While he trusted in Yahweh he was helped, but when
he grew strong in himself he forgot the ways of God and suffered the consequences.
For forty years Uzziah had built up Judah to become a powerful
dominion of which the prophet Isaiah could speak in glowing
terms (Isa.2:1-4). This success caused Uzziah (his other name
Azariah was the same as the High Priest) to wonder if he was
the promised Messiah who would redeem Israel from her
enemies. So he rashly entered into the Holy Place and stood
before the veil to offer incense as the king/priest Messiah.

Figure 4 – Uzziah
struck leprous

Eighty of the priests joined Azariah the High Priest in resisting
the king in his folly (2Chron.26:18), but the anger of the king
arose against them. At that very moment Yahweh struck
Uzziah with leprosy in his forehead (revealing the corruption of
his thinking), and he was forced out of the temple by the
priests, he himself rushing to get out! (2Chron.26:20). It
appears as if there was an earthquake at this very point of time
that marked Uzziah’s profanity (Zech.14:5; Amos 1:1-2; 9:15; Joel 3:15-16; Isa.2:19; 24:20).
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Having fled the temple, Uzziah was confined to his own house (BC 747), ending the
effectiveness of his reign and, though he was to linger in isolation for eight years till
his death in BC 739, Jotham reigned on his behalf.
It was at Uzziah’s death, as a result of this vital event, that Isaiah was officially called
into service, to stand aside and reveal the truth (Isa.6 – note that Isaiah grew up
during Uzziah‘s reign). It is highly significant that as the would be “Messiah” died in
his corruption, Isaiah saw the glory of Yahweh manifest in the Lord Jesus Christ,
the true Messiah (Jn.12:41).

Jotham – Upright But Uninfluential
Jotham’s name means “Yah is perfect” or “upright”. He reigned for 20
years (2Kings 15:30 - BC 750-731), as co-regent with his father Uzziah
for four years (BC 750-747) and then as sole ruler from BC 747 for 16
years (2Kings 15:32-33). He was contemporary with Menahem (BC
752-742) and Pekaiah (BC 742-740) who ruled in Samaria, and Pekah
(BC 752-732) who first ruled in Gilead in opposition to Menahem and
Pekaiah (BC 752-740) and then over all Israel from Samaria (BC 740732).At Eilat a seal signet ring, of the sort that would be used by royalty,
was found bearing the inscription, “Belonging to Jotham”. The building
in which it was found was dated to the time of Uzziah, Jotham’s father.
Perhaps Jotham was sent by his father to superintend the building
operations.
His mother was Jerushah, meaning “possessed”, who was the daughter
of Zadok. Hence he was connected with the priestly family via his
mother. Interestingly enough, the scripture specifically records that
Jotham, who was more a king/priest than his father ever was, never
entered the temple (2Chron.27:2). He learnt the terrible lesson of his
father’s leprosy, realizing that his father was wrong in elevating his heart
and Yahweh was right in condemning him for it. So he followed in the
initial actions of his father, not the latter, and repaired and extended the
walls of Jerusalem (2Chron.27:3-4). He also had to rebuild the Upper
Gate of the Temple that was destroyed when his father went into the
Temple (2Kings 15:35). This was the link between the kings palace and
the Temple, and to his credit, Jotham was prepared to rebuild it immediately as a
symbol of his own direction of life that he would take as king (cp. 2Chron.23:20).
He was faithful to his God and his personal integrity was beyond question.
He conquered the Ammonites and submitted them to tribute for three years.
This victory was directly attributed to his faith in Yahweh (2Chron.27:5-6).

Figure 5 – Jotham –
Righteous but uninfluential

Yet though Jotham was personally righteous, he lost control of the nation, who
became corrupt and putrid like his leprous father. The people were dead corpses
full of malignant sores (Isa.1:5-6). Both Isaiah and Micah began their prophecies in
his reign and spoke of the immorality and faithlessness of the people (Isa.1:13-14;
Micah 1:8; 2:2; 3:1-3,11; 6:10-11,16; 7:5). Instead of Yahweh’s house being
“established in the top of the mountains” and being “exalted above the hills”
(Isa.2:2), on every mountain incense was offered to idols (2Kings 15:35).
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Due to the wickedness of the people, the tribute from the Ammorites was cut short
because a new threat was sent against Judah (2Kings 15:37). An alliance between
Pekah of Israel and Rezin of Syria was growing in might (reaching its height in the
days of Ahaz, cp. Isa.7:1). Rezin numbered among his successes the conquest of
Edom and it seems likely that an earlier success would have been made against
Ammon. Jotham was in no position to challenge the combined forces of Ammon
and Syria, with the threat of combined action on his northern border from Pekah, so
the defection of Ammon had to be accepted.
Jotham did what was right in the sight of his God all his life and “walked steadfastly
before Yahweh his God” (NIV, 2Chron.27:6), but was uninfluential on the nation
over which he reigned. The corruption that had seeped slowly into the nation during
Uzziah’s reign, had spread, despite all the good efforts of the well-intentioned
Jotham. During the reign of his son, Ahaz, it was to become a suffocating flood of
epidemic proportions.

Ahaz – The Worst King of Judah
Ahaz means “possessed”, from a root meaning “to seize”. And so he was,
possessed by sin. Assyria recorded his real name as “Jehoahaz”, but the
Bible record would not link such a wicked man with the name of Yahweh
and only calls him Ahaz. He reigned from BC 743 as co-regent with his
father Jotham, and even for a time while Uzziah, his grandfather, was still
alive. From his father’s death in BC 731, when he was 20 years old, he
ruled for 16 years until BC 715 (2Kings16:2; 2Chron.28:1).

Figure 6 – Ahaz the idolator

He is the only king of Judah of whom the scriptures do not record the king’s
mother. However, considering the righteousness of his father, Ahaz’s
education in idolatrous practices possibly came from this woman. He was
contemporary with Pekaiah (742-740), Pekah (752-732), and Hoshea
(731-722).

The accession of Ahaz to his sole reign marked an open return to idolatry in it’s
worst forms and a complete abandonment of the worship of Yahweh (cp.
2Chron.28:22 – “This is that king Ahaz“). He was the complete antithesis of his
father Jotham. He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel (2Kings 16:3). He was
possessed by sin and let the power of his position go to his head. So evil was he,
that he was memorialised as “Ahaz, king of Israel” (2Chron.28:19). In fact, the
scriptures end up dropping the title of king when speaking of him as he degenerated
further and further (2Kings 19:9,10,19). He reduced Judah to the level of Israel
(over which no good king reigned) in the sight of Yahweh.
Ahaz “made Judah naked” (cp. Prov.29:18) or “he had given the rein in Judah”
(Roth. 2Chron. 28:19). His lack of faith and spiritual direction allowed the people to
gallop headlong into oblivion, and led to absolate self-satisfaction of the flesh in all
its immorality and lusts. In doing this, he opened the flood-gates of the corruption
that simmered beneath the surface in his father’s reign (2Chron.27:2). He gave the
people what they wanted and sought for, open “religion” with no restraints.
Images of Baal were erected in Jerusalem and the worship of Moloch was
reinstated in the valley of the son of Hinnom. High places and idols appeared
throughout Judah; every city had its shrine in which to burn incense to foreign gods
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(2Kings 16:4). On all “the mountains… round about Jerusalem” (Psa.125:2) there
were altars to heathen gods (Note - unlike the people, when the city was later
besieged, Hezekiah refused to look to those hills for help because he knew that
Yahweh Tz’boath alone could help him, Psa.121:1,2). Isaiah refers to the practices
associated with the prevalent idolatry, and hints at wooden or stone images in the
thickets, votive offerings on trees, brick altars, stones for libations, tables for
feasting, of abominable things, obscene practices, human sacrifices, and
spiritualism.
Evidence of idolatry has been discovered at Beer-sheba. The remains of a large,
horned altar were found, and on one stone of it was incised a writhing serpent. This
was evidence of serpent worship, as practiced by the Egyptians (Note – in his
reforms, Hezekiah destroyed the brazen serpent which Moses had made in the
wilderness because it had become a thing of worship, 2Kings 18:4).
Excavations in Jerusalem revealed small figurines of horses, some with disks
apparently representing the sun fixed to their foreheads. These may be referred to
in Josiah’s reform (2Kings 23:11). Figurines of Ashtaroth, the mother goddess,
were also discovered and it was her place of worship, situated on the east side of
the Kidron Valley, that Josiah destroyed (2Kings 23:23). These figurines (of which
Jeremiah later spoke, Jer.44:17) were probably made as miniatures of actual idols
for the people to take home with them and keep, to show that they were under the
supposed protection of the goddess.
At Arad, between Beer-sheba and the Dead Sea, a sanctuary was discovered that
seemed to have been in existence from Solomon’s time onwards. It appears to have
been a place where Yahweh was worshipped rather than false gods, but it was
nevertheless contrary to the Law of Moses for such a sanctuary to exist. It may have
been used for false practices during the reign of Ahaz. The archaeological evidence
at Arad is that in Hezekiah’s time the altar of burnt offering and the high place were
covered over, leaving just one room as a sanctuary.
It was not only that Ahaz allowed the people to do whatever they wanted, he actively
engaged in finding worse and worse practices. He burnt incense in the high places,
and placed grossly sensual and immoral idols under every
green tree (2Kings 16:4). As part of the worship he had to
commit the most evil of immorality. Ahaz’s own lusts were
inflamed and so he tried to legalise it. Isaiah stood up
against him, as Yahweh, instructed the prophet not to walk
in the ways of the people, but to establish a safe haven for
true worship (Isa.8:11-16). But Ahaz would not listen to the
prophet.
Ahaz waxed worse and worse. In his worship of Moloch, he
practiced both forms of passing children through the fire.
He passed his son Hezekiah through the fire (2Kings
16:3), a practice that would have scarred him for life
(cp.Isa.53:2-3), and burnt some of his other children to
death (2Chron.28:3).
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Moloch was a hollow image made of brass, having a human body with the head of
an ox. The idol sat on a brazen throne with hands extended. In sacrificing to it, the
image was heated to redness by a fire built within it. The parents then placed their
children in the heated arms, while the noise of drums and cymbals drowned out
their screams of agony. The parent probably had to poke their child off Moloch’s
arms and into the image’s belly, because the child would have been seared onto
the arms. Hence the scriptures speak of passing through the fire as synonymous
with death (Ezek.16:21; 2Chron.28:3; Psa.106:37,38; Jer.7:31).
Figure 7 – Ahaz offered his children to
Moloch & passed Hezekiah through fire

There was a second form of passing through the fire. Jewish writers
claimed that there was an idolatrous ceremonial purification involved in Moloch
worship as well as sacrifice, a fire baptism which was accomplished by carrying the
child between the fires, or leaping over fires with them, or causing them to do the
same. Ahaz made Hezekiah do this.
Yahweh expressly forbade Israel to pass their children through the fire to Moloch
(Lev.18:21). Yet Ahaz actively practiced such abominations on his own children.

On a visit to Tiglath-pileser in Damascus, Ahaz saw an altar which was copied for
him by the faithless priest Urijah. The brazen altar of Solomon was removed from
its proper place and relocated to the north side of the court. The Assyrian-style altar
that Ahaz had copied took the brazen altar’s place as the central object before the
holy place. Yet Ahaz had the gall to offer a burnt offering (dedication), a meal
offering and drink offering (consecration of the work of his hands), and a peace
offering (fellowship) before God. The very offering he should have offered, the sin
offering, he ignored (2Kings 16:9-14). Isaiah had to stand up and say that he was
sickened by their offerings (Isa.1:11-15).
Brazen Altar
Sanctuary
Brazen Assyrian
Sea
Altar

Figure 8 – Ahaz re-arranged
the Temple

The ten lavers were no longer needed, so they were dismounted, and the bronze
reclaimed. The brazen sea was taken off its stand of bronze oxen, representative
of the Cherubim, and re-erected on a platform of stones (2Kings 16:17; note: “the
borders of the bases” literally means “the side walls of the stands”). Ahaz did not
want God’s presence (the Cherubim) in the midst of the people, so he lowered the
brazen sea to an earthy level. That was how Ahaz felt about the divine principles of
God. The doors of the house were closed, the services associated with the holy
place were discontinued, and the vessels of the service were cut in pieces. On the
roof of the Temple itself, altars were erected in honour of the host of heaven,
probably the zodiac, and the entrance flanked by a pair of horses dedicated to the
worship of the sun (cp. 2Kings 23:1-5).
Soothsayers and magicians flourished, many coming from foreign countries, and
contacting the dead through mediums and necromancers was widely practiced
(Isa.2:6; 3:19). Household idols were commonplace, as were private sanctuaries
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on the roofs of the houses devoted to the worship of the stars. For this, Isaiah
pronounced Yahweh’s judgement upon them in no uncertain terms (Isa.5:7,25).
Politically, the reign of Ahaz was almost as disastrous as its lack of spirituality.
Spiritual immorality was practiced in an effort to please the Assyrians, who Ahaz
saw as the saviours of the nation, when he should have been putting in all his effort
to please Yahweh. Syria and Israel had joined forces against him (Isa.7:1-2;
2Kings 16:5-6), with the object of dethroning him and placing there a usurper
sympathetic to the alliance, a son of Tabeal. Ahaz then ransacked the Temple for
the holy vessels in order to bribe Tiglath-pileser of Assyria to assist him (2Kings
16:8). He called on the Assyrian king, saying that he was Tiglath-pileser’s “servant”
and “son” (2Kings 16:7), using the very terms that God used of Judah.
Due to this complete lack of faith, Isaiah gave the prophecy of the virgin that should
conceive (Isa.7) and warned that Assyria, the very nation Ahaz trusted in, would
turn against Judah to try to destroy it. Isaiah also gave the prophecy of Mahershalal-hash-baz (Isa.8), showing how Syria and Israel were to be conquered by the
Syrian. However, since Ahaz refused to trust in Yahweh, Judah too would be
overthrown (Isa.8:6-8). In Ahaz’s own lifetime the Philistines invaded the west and
the Edomites the east, taking captives (2Chron.28:15-18). Yet all these warnings
did not cause Ahaz to repent; he opposed Yahweh’s will more and more
(2Chron.28:22). In the end he was not even afforded a royal burial. The one that
was called Jehoahaz by the Assyrians, was completely disassociated from Yahweh
who refused to have His name profaned by being linked with such a wicked man,
Ahaz king of Israel!
Summary of the Reigns of Uzziah, Jotham and Ahaz
2Kings
2Chron.
Uzziah
Reigned 52 years
15:1-2
26:3
Did that which was right
v.3
v.4
But high places not removed
v.4
Smitten with leprosy
v.5
v.19
Dwelt in separate house
v.5
v.21
Jotham took over throne
v.5
v.21
Isaiah records his life
v.22
Death
v.6
v.23
Jotham
Reigned 20 years
v.30
Reigned 16 years as sole king v.33
27:1
Did that which was right
v.34
v.2
High places not removed
v.35
v.2
Attacked by Israel and Syria
v.37
Death
v.38
v.9
Ahaz
Reigned 16 years
16:2
28:1
Did not right
v.2
v.1
Passed son through the fire
v.3
v.3
Attacked by Israel and Syria
v.5-6
v.5-6
Seeks Tiglath-pileser’s help
v.7
v.16
Builds pagan altar
vv.10-18
v.23-25
Death
v.20
v.27
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Isaiah
1:1

6:1
1:1

1:1

7:1

14:28
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Into this corrupt and perverted environment, Hezekiah was born and brought up.
Truly he was “a root out of a dry ground”. He was a unique individual prepared by
Yahweh Himself. How wonderful his mother must have been to instill in him a love
of Yahweh, while his father did everything he could to engage in every abominable
practice imaginable. Others gave support to this wonderful woman, including Isaiah
the prophet, and Eliakim and Hilkiah the priests.
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Menahem
(and later
Pekaiah)
reigned in
Samaria while
Pekah ruled in
opposition
from Gilead
from BC 752
to BC 740.
Pekah then
ruled from
Samaria, BC
740 to BC

Menahem became regent
in the 39th year of Uzziah,
BC 752, and reigned for 10
years until BC 742
(2Kings 15:17).
Pekaiah became regent in
the 50th year of Uzziah,
BC 742, and reigns for 2
years until BC 740
(2Kings 15:23).
Pekah reigned for 20 years
from BC 752 (2Kings
15:27), initially from

695
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Assyria and Egypt – The History of the Times
It is also important to have an understanding of what was happening in the wider
world, particularly in Egypt and Assyria, to further appreciate the atmosphere into
which Hezekiah was born, grew up, and eventually changed in his own reign.
Judah’s place “in the midst of the nations” (Ezek.5:5), at the junction of the
continents, makes it eminently suited to be the centre of the kingdom of God in the
future. However, in the past it has exposed the nation to constant peril because the
plain of the Mediterranean seaboard formed a highway for warring nations, and
more often than not battles were fought there.
Egypt in the south was a great power that had passed it’s zenith (cp. Isa.36:6). She
was not usually aggressive except under provocation. Isaiah taunted her with the
title of “Rahab (‘the arrogant’) that sitteth still” (RV, Isa.30:7), because she was
proudly indifferent to the challenging encroachment of the Assyrians until they had
almost penetrated her border (cp. Isa.20:3-5).
During the reign of Hezekiah, Egypt was controlled by a series of Ethiopian (or
Kushite) kings, known as the 25th Dynasty in Egyptian history. These Kushites took
on the customs and dress of the previous pharaohs. The three main Kushite
pharaohs were Shabaka who reigned from BC 716 to 702, Shebitku who reigned
from 702 to 690, and Taharka who reigned from 690 to 664. During this time, Tsawi
Tirhaka the king of Kush (BC 713-664; the Tirhaka of 2Kings 19:9; Isa.37:9) was
hugely influential as the brother of Shabaka and father of Shebitku. Gradually, the
Assyrian threat grew greater and greater. Taharka was defeated in battle by
Esarhaddon, and finally Tanutaman, the son of Shabaka and who only reigned for
a short time, was defeated by Ashurbanipal in BC 662. Egypt became an Assyrian
province.
Assyria, in the north of the land of Judah, was a nation of ruthless conquerors who,
more than any other of the ancient tyrannies, fed their evil natures with a sadistic
delight in cruelty. The scenes of the Lachish inscriptions of the siege by
Sennacherib show them stretching rebels on the ground with cords, and flaying
others alive. It was also common practice for the victorious Assyrians to stack the
skulls of their victims in huge pyramids outside the main gate of the vanquished city.
Understandably, therefore, an attack by Assyria was sufficient to strike instant terror
into the hearts of the men of Judah.
Judah itself was surrounded by smaller states. like Hamath, Tyre, Samaria, Edom,
Moab and Ammon. All of these were weak in their disunity and most of them
became tributary vassals of Assyria during the Hezekiah period.
It was in the reign of Shalmaneser III that Assyria’s influence over Israel and Judah
began to be felt. Shalmaneser records how first he fought a coalition, including
Hadadezer (the Biblical Ben-hadad) of Damascus and Ahab of Israel, at Qarqar in
BC 853. This probably occurred after Ahab himself had defeated Hadadezer in
battle and made a treaty with him (1Kings 20:34). The record of 2Kings 8:7-15
shows how Hazael, anointed by Elisha, murdered Hadadezer and usurped the
Syrian throne. His supremacy was short-lived, however. The Black Obelisk records
how Shalmaneser subdued him (note – it also mentions how Jehu was made to pay
tribute to him).
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Figure 9 – The Assyrian Empire

Figure 10 – Tiglathpileser III

After Shalmaneser’s death Assyria was weak, allowing for Israel under Jeroboam
II and Judah under Uzziah to prosper politically and economically; but it was only a
temporary respite. It was the reign of Tiglath-pileser III (BC745-727; also called
Pul) in which the threat of the north again became apparent. In BC 742 Tiglathpileser had to call off a campaign on the Armenian frontier to quell a revolt of Syrian
states. It is likely that at this time Rezin king of Syria appealed to Pekah who was
reigning in Gilead to make alliance. Rezin wanted support against the Syrian threat
in the north, while Pekah wanted to strengthen his hold on the Israelite northern
kingdom against Menahem and then Pekaiah who reigned in Samaria.
The Assyrian annals mention that a year or so later, after a further successful
Assyrian campaign, Menahem of Israel joined Rezin of Syria in giving tribute (cp.
2Kings 15: 19). At this point, it seems likely that Rezin and Pekah came up with
their plan to invade Judah. The build up to the war commenced before the death of
Jotham (2Kings 15:37) not long after Ahaz commenced his co-regency in BC 743
(most likely BC 741) causing consternation in Jerusalem (Isa.7:2). In the king’s
panic-stricken imagination, the immediate peril overrode all considerations of
national honour and political prudence and so he threw his lot in with the King of
Assyria (2Chron.28:16), rather than with Yahweh the true King of Israel. Isaiah
gave him the sign of Immanuel when the king refused to seek divine support
(Isa.7:14 – in an initial fulfilment, Hezekiah was born the next year in BC 740).
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In BC 735, when Ahaz was the power on the throne as
co-regent, the combined attack on Judah, previously
been planned by Rezin of Syria and Pekah of Israel, was
carried out (Isa.7:1). Syria and Israel did finally attack and
took captive thousands of Judeans (2Chron.28:6-8). It
was only the intervention of Yahweh’s prophet that
allowed these captives to safely return south
(2Chron.28:9-15). Tiglath-pileser eventually responded
by ravaging the northern and eastern districts of Israel (2
Kings 15:29), though he probably intended to do this
anyway. The Edomites and Philistines attacked Judah
not long after, having seen Judah was weakened by the
northern invasion of the Syro-Ephramite forces. Despite
Ahaz’s attempt to buy Assyria’s support, Tiglath-pileser
refused to come to help him (2Chron.28:17-21). If Ahaz
had placed his trust in Yahweh as Isaiah did, deliverance
would have come without the degrading and dangerous
conditions of submitting to Assyrian rule.
In BC 732, Tiglath-pileser claims to have ousted Pekah
from the Israelite throne and installed Hoshea in his place.
While the Scripture claims that it was Hoshea himself who
hatched the plot, the context suggests that the Assyrians
may also have been instrumental in it, cp. 2Kings
15:29,30. The Assyrian king also overthrew Rezin from
the throne of Syria that same year, BC 732 (by the time his son Maher-shalal-hashbaz, born in BC 734, turned two as Isaiah prophesied in Isa.8:4).

Figure 11 – The SyroEphrainite War

It was not long till the evil consequences of Ahaz’s fatal step became fully apparent.
Judah’s king appears to have remained faithful in his allegiance to Tiglath-Pileser,
and he passed on the legacy of his reign to his son, Hezekiah, who in BC 728
became co-regent. In BC 727 Shalmaneser V succeeded Tigalth-Pileser, but only
reigned for five years. The change of sovereign signalled the revolts of several
tributary states, including Israel. Hoshea, the last King in the north, opened
communications with Seve of Egypt (the Ethiopian king Shabako, the Biblical “So”,
who had taken control of Egypt cp. 2Kings 17:4; Isa.20:3-6; 37:9), renouncing his
allegiance to Assyria by withholding the annual tribute. As a result, Shalmaneser
began a three year siege of Samaria (2Kings 17). However, he did not complete
the sack of the city; it was a different “King of Assyria” (v.6) that performed the task.
In BC 722 Sargon II succeeded Shalmaneser, captured Samaria and deported the
ten tribes of Israel (2Kings 17:3-6). He claimed:
“At the beginning of my reign … I besieged and conquered the city of
the Samaritans … I carried off prisoner 27,290 inhabitants … I restored
the city … I brought into it people from countries which I had
conquered” 2

Figure 12 – Sargon II

2 Recorded in the Annals of Sargon II, a series of cuneiform inscriptions detailing the military actions of the

Assyrian ruler Sargon II between 738 BCE and 720 BCE; translated by Daniel David Luckenbill, in The
Annals of Sennacherib, 1924.
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This was the beginnings of the Samaritans which were present in the Lord’s day
with their mixed religion (2 Kings 17:24; cp. Jn.4).

Figure 13 – The Fall of
Samaria

Initially, Sargon was concerned with keeping Babylon under control, however, he
soon found the need to march west to crush all opposition and as far south as Gaza.
He terminated his successful campaign by defeating the Egyptians in the battle of
Raphia. Throughout these troubles, Judah had remained neutral, no doubt due to
the wise Isaiah and God-fearing Hezekiah. Yet, in an inscription dating to BC 711,
Sargon speaks of the inhabitants “of Phillistia, Judah, Edom and Moab, who … had
to bring tribute and presents to Asshur, my lord” but who now “mediated hostilities
and plotted evil, who … sent their tokens of homage to Pharaoh, the King of Egypt,
a prince who could not save them, and sought an alliance with him”. The focus of
the conspiracy was the Philistine city of Ashdod, against which Sargon sent the
Tartan or Commander-in-chief (Isa.20:1). Hezekiah appears to have withdrawn
from the league and so escaped the vengeance of Sargon.

Figure 14 – Sennacherib

Figure 15 – A scarab
inscription of the name
Tsawi Tirhakah, king of
Ethiopia
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However, it’s Sargon’s successor, Sennacherib, who reigned from BC 705, that the
Scriptures are most interested in. In the early period of his reign, Sennacherib had
many issues to contend with. A new monarch succeeded to the crown of the
Ethiopian kingdom of Kush (Napata) named Tirhakah (2Kings 19:9; Isa.37:9).
Tsawi Tirhakah, also known as Snefer-Ra Pianki, was ruler of Kush (BC 713-664)
during the time that his brother Shabaka ruled Egypt (BC713-698). When Shabaka
failed to stop Sennacherib at the battle of Eltekeh in BC 701, Tirhakah seized power
over Egypt by placing his own son, Shebitku, on the throne of Egypt as pharaoh,
ruling jointly with Shabaka for his last three years. Tirhakah was able to assert his
sway over the whole of the Nile valley during his reign as king of Kush and
vigorously adopted the policy of checkmating Assyria by stirring up disaffection
amongst the Assyrian vassal states in Palestine.
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At the same time Sennacherib found a formidable opponent reigning in Babylon,
Merodach-baladan (cp. Isa.39; 2Kings 20:12) who had already defied the power of
Sargon for twelve years. In fact, Merodach-baladan reigned in Nineveh from BC
720-709. According to the Khorsabad inscription, Sargon had to chase him out of
his kingdom, so that he was compelled to take refuge in the extreme southern coast
districts of Chaldea; he even took to the sea for safety, an element that the landlocked Assyrians knew nothing about.
“Merodach-baladan the son of Yakin, king of Chaldea, a wicked
demon, who feared not the name of the lord of lords trusted to the
Bitter River, the power of the flood, and withheld his tribute”. 3
Sennacherib was hardly seated on his throne when Merodach-baladan, the
persistent champion of Babylonian independence, reappeared on the scene and
established himself once again as King of Babylon. Sennacherib found it necessary
to mount no less than three campaigns against him. In BC 703, two years before
the invasion of Judah, there was a mighty pitched battle at Kish, a few kilometres
from Babylon. The Assyrians were completely victorious, and once more
Merodach-baladan was compelled to seek refuge in the southern marshes.
It was around this time that Tsawi Tirhakah sent the Ethiopian embassy to Hezekiah
as foretold in Isa.18. Hezekiah committed Judah to a treaty with Egypt and hence
committed rebellion against Assyria. Having taken the step, Hezekiah suddenly
acted with great spirit and energy. He strengthened Jerusalem’s garrisons and,
according to Sennacherib’s inscriptions (eg the Taylor prism) enlisted a force of
Arabs and other mercenaries to do so. That Hezekiah played a leading part in this
conspiracy is highlighted by the fact that Padl, the Assyrian vassal-king of Ekron,
having been dethroned and imprisoned by his subjects, was sent to Jerusalem for
safe custody. This state of revolt made reconciliation with Assyria impossible and
hence, while other kings (e.g. of Ammon, Moab and Edom) escaped by tendering
their submissions, Hezekiah had to bear the brunt of Sennacherib’s vengeance.
The Judean campaign, as recorded by Sennacherib, can be broken into four basic
stages:
1. the subjugation of the Phoenician cities;
2. the chastisement of Tsidqa, King of Ashkelon;
3. the operations against Ekron; and
4. the invasion of Judah.
When Sennacherib marched on Ekron, a large force of Egyptians and Arabs came
to its relief. The battle took place at Eltekeh (cp. Josh.19:44; 21:23), and while it
was not a decisive Assyrian victory, Egypt failed in their purpose; Ekron was
overthrown, and the ringleaders of the rebellion were punished. Hezekiah
surrendered Padl, and he was restored to his throne.

3 Recorded on an inscription that was inscribed on the palace walls at Khorsabad by Sargon II; translated by

Daniel David Luckenbill, in The Annals of Sennacherib, 1924.
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Figure 16 – Sennacherib’s campaign against Judah

So Sennacherib turned his eyes towards Judah, and captured several of her fortified
towns, such as Lachish, which became an important city second only to Jerusalem.
At the walls of Lachish were discovered hundreds of arrowheads, and the remains
of a large Assyrian siege tower, similar to that
depicted on the Assyrian reliefs (cp. 2Kings
18:14,17).
Isaiah pleaded for the people to lean on Yahweh
even while in the midst of their own preparations
(Isa.22:9-11). The city was enlarged, and walls
strengthened, at the expense of demolished houses
and water stored in an internal reservoir.
Archaeologists have discovered one such wall, the
Broad Wall, and it can be seen today to go through
houses as 2Chron.32:5 and Isa.22:10 record. It
appears that settlements were made to the north of
the walls of the city of David in the eighth century
Figure 17 – The Siege of Lachish
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BC, probably to house an influx of people form the north when the Assyrians
invaded.
It is recorded in 2Chron.32:30 that, in response to the threatened Assyrian
invasion, “Hezekiah also stopped the upper spring of the waters of Gihon, and
brought them straight down on the west side of the City of David” (RV). This rockhewn tunnel or conduit was discovered by Sir Charles Warren in 1867. It conveyed
the overflow water from Gihon (or Virgin’s Fountain) to the Pool of Siloam (a new
pool which was above the “old pool” of Isa 22:11). It became known as “the King’s
pool” (Neh.2:14). When the Assyrian army approached, Hezekiah concealed the
external approaches and outlets of the “waters of fountains” (2Chron.32:3-5).
In the tunnel there were found six lines of ancient
Hebrew:
“The boring through is completed, and this is
the story of the boring through. While the
workmen were hacking their way from
opposite ends, and while there were still three
cubits to be bored through, they heard voices
calling from each side, for there was a crevice
in the rock. And on the day when the boring
was completed, the stone-cutters hacked their
way towards each other until they met. Then
the water flowed from the spring to the pool
twelve hundred cubits, and the height of the
rock above the heads of the stone cutters was
a hundred cubits”. 4
By this means, Hezekiah assured a constant fresh
water supply for the city that it might endure the long
siege ahead.
Sennacherib had plundered many of Judah’s chief
cities and towns, and now he turned towards
Jerusalem. The record of his exploits have been
preserved on what has become known as the Taylor prism:

Figure 18 – The Broad Wall
and Hezekiah’s Tunnel

“But Hezekiah of Judah, who had not submitted to my yoke, I besieged
forty six of his strong cities, fortresses, and small cities of their environs
without number, (and) by casting down their walls … I took them.
200,150 men, young (and) old, male and female, horses, ules, asses,
camels, oxen and sheep without number I brought out from them. I
counted them as spoil. Himself I shut up like a caged bird in Jerusalem
his royal city; the walls I fortified against him (and) whosoever came
out of the gates of the city I turned back. His cities, which I had
plundered, I divided from his land and gave them to Mitini, King of
Ashdod, to Padl, King of Ekron, and to Tsil-bll, king of Gaza, and (thus)
diminished his territory. To the former tribute, paid yearly I added the
tribute of alliance of my lordship and laid that upon him. Hezekiah
4 The Shiloah (Siloam) or Silwan inscription is a passage of inscribed text found in the Siloam tunnel.
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himself was overwhelmed by the fear of the brightness of my lordship;
the Arabians and his other faithful warriors whom as a defence for
Jerusalem his royal city he had brought in, fell into fear. With thirty
talents of gold (and) 800 talents of silver, precious stones … a heavy
treasure and his daughters, his women of the palace, his young men
and young women, to Nineveh the city of my Lordship, I caused to be
brought after me, and he sent his ambassadors to give tribute to pay
homage”. 5
This account is in harmony with much of what is recorded in 2Kings 18:13-16 with
some differences due to Sennacherib’s pride. Of course, Sennacherib’s record
does not refer to the disastrous events from v.17 on. Hence, whereas Assyrian
records of sieges usually employ the formula “I surrounded, I captured, I carried off
the spoil”, no such formula was used of Jerusalem. Sennacherib claims only that
he subdued Hezekiah and took tribute from him. It is left to the Scriptures and the
Greek historian Herodotus to record the miraculous annihilation of the Assyrian
army (2Kings 19:35; Isa.37:3; Herodotus, The Histories, II .141).
The resolute attitude of Hezekiah at this time was due almost solely to the lofty faith
and courage of Isaiah and his confident and reiterated predictions that the Assyrian
would not be permitted to inflict the smallest injury on Jerusalem (Isa.37:6-7, 2135).

Figure 19 – Bulla from
Hezekiah’s seal, showing the
extension of life.

It is, then, even more incredible to realise that Hezekiah’s dreadful sickness unto
death (leprosy?) was brought upon him during this great national calamity. While
the Assyrian was without, threatening to blot Judah out of national existence,
Hezekiah received his death sentence from Yahweh (Isa.38:1-6). Of even greater
consequence was the fact that he had no seed to pass on the line that was to lead
to Messiah! (cp. Isa.53). Yet, it was his faith, as well as the perseverance of Isaiah,
that resulted in his healing and extension of life fifteen years, and the destruction of
the Assyrian host, sealed by the turning back of the sun ten degrees on the dial of
Ahaz (cp. Isa.38:7-8, which caused Hezekiah to compile fifteen “Songs of Degrees”,
ten of which were written by himself).
It was soon after his healing that Hezekiah received the ambassadors of Merodachbaladan, who had established himself once more in Babylon (cp. Isa.39). In a
moment of weakness, Hezekiah showed them all the
splendours that Yahweh had provided Judah. As a result
Yahweh promised that Judah would fall to the Babylonians,
after they had overthrown the Assyrians as the leading power.
It was less than seventy years after Sennacherib’s death, that
Babylon took the ascendency and looked toward Judah.
Three years after the Judean disaster, Sennacherib (who lived
another twenty years after) had to take further action against
his old enemy Merodach-baladan, who again had established
himself in Babylon:

Figure 20 – Hezekiah and the Babylonian envoy
5 Sennacherib, The Taylor Prism, Column 3 lines 13-17; translated by Daniel David Luckenbill, in The Annals

of Sennacherib, 1924.
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“Merodach-baladan, whose overthrow I had accomplished in the
course of my first campaign and had shattered his forces, feared the
thunder of my mighty arms and the onset of my terrible battle. He
gathered together the gods of his whole land, embarked them on
ships, and fled like a bird to Nagate-rakke, which is in the midst of the
sea.” 6
Sennacherib’s son, Ashur-nadin-shum, was established in Babylon, however, soon
after this it became necessary to organise yet another campaign against the elusive
Merodach-baladan. Sennacherib even regimented men of Tyre and Zidon to build
him a navy for operations in the Persian Gulf. Sennacherib’s life was ended by his
own sons in BC 681 (2Kings 19:37). The Babylonian Chronicle supports this,
though it mentions that he was killed by only one son.
While the rest of Hezekiah’s reign was one of peace and prosperity, the damage
had been done. Slowly but surely Assyria weakened and Babylon strengthened,
and when Mannasseh took the throne in all his wickedness, the end was seen to
be drawing nigh. His reign was one of idolatry and immorality, of evil and
bloodshed. Thus it was that Yahweh sent his prophets (the successors of Isaiah,
whom Mannasseh had brutally murdered) to declare the nation’s doom (2Kings
21:11-16).

Hezekiah – A Root Out Of A Dry Ground
Having considered Hezekiah’s heritage, and the history of his times, it is easy to
see the huge contrast between the righteous king and the immorality all around him.
He was truly “a root out of a dry ground”. Along with Isaiah and a few other Godly
men and women, Hezekiah was the shining light of his generation. The king was a
magnificent example to his people, and one of the most powerful types of the
Messiah recorded in scripture.
In 1974, a brown clay seal impression was found in the vicinity of Hebron. It read
‘Concerning Yehozarah, Son (of) Hilkiah, Servant of Hezekiah’. Yehozarah,
although not mentioned in the Bible, is here listed as a son of Hilkiah, mentioned in
2Kings 18:18 and Isa.36:3, which recorded that Hilkiah was a father of Eliakim. So,
if the seal impression is authentic, Eliakim was the brother of Yehorazah. Eliakim
was a servant of Hezekiah, hence it fits well that Yehozarah was a servant in the
same court.
Even the name rings true as a Biblical name in the times of Hezekiah. “Yhw” is an
abbreviation of Yahweh, “zara” is a verb meaning rising, and was in metaphorical
usage during Hezekiah’s reign (cp. Isa.60:3). The two components occur as a name
the other way around in 1Chron.6:6 (Zerahiah).

6 Sennacherib, The Taylor Prism, Column 3 lines 21-24; translated by Daniel David Luckenbill, in The Annals

of Sennacherib, 1924.
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Figure 21 – Historical Chronology
of the Times of Hezekiah the King
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“A Virgin Shall Conceive, And Bear A Son”
Hezekiah’s Birth and Childhood
Isaiah 7; 2Kings 18:1-3; 2Chron.29:1-2
The very birth of Hezekiah was miraculous, as Isaiah
promised that it would be. To appreciate this amazing
prophecy and the incredible application it had to the birth and
life of Hezekiah, it’s necessary to look closely at the
chronology of the births of the kings and the ages of their
fathers. The following timeline, when compared with the
“Chronology of the Kings” chart (p.12,24) will illustrate the
point.
BC

752
750
743
742

Ahaz born when Jotham was 23 years old.
Jotham commences his co-regency with Uzziah when 25.
Ahaz commences co-regency with Jotham when 9.
Pekah and Rezin make an alliance and begin plans to invade
Judah when Ahaz was 10. (Jotham still alive – 2Kings 15:36-37)
741
Immanuel prophecy of an impossible birth (Isa.7)
740
Hezekiah conceived and born when Ahaz was 12!
(a miraculous thing)
739
Uzziah dies.
735
Pekah and Retzin carry out their plan and invade Judah (Isa.7:1).
732
Pekah and Retzin overthrown by Tiglath-pileser III.
731
Jotham dies. Ahaz sole ruler aged 20.
728
Hezekiah co-regent with father aged 12.
715
Ahaz dies aged 36 (turned 36 in BC 716).
Hezekiah sole ruler aged 25.
701
Assyrian attack. Hezekiah aged 39, but still no male heir.
Yahweh promises more life and hope of an heir (Isa.38).
698
Manasseh born when Hezekiah was 42, twelve years before
his father’s death.
695
Manasseh co-regent age 3, and reigns 55 years (2Kings 21:1).
686
Hezekiah dies aged 54. Manasseh commences sole reign at 12.

Figure 22 – Abijah
with baby Hezekiah

By comparing historical facts with the scriptural record, it can be seen that some
incredible events occurred. Ahaz was still only a boy, not even in his teens, when
he had to confront the problem of an invasion into his territory, and not only this, but
have his first child at the age of 12! The entire event of the conception and birth of
Hezekiah was a miracle, even as Isaiah had promised, “a virgin shall conceive and
bear a son”.

The Threat of a Northern Alliance
Ahaz, the king of Israel, was extremely worried by the alliance of Israel and Syria in
the north. He and his father Jotham must have had serious concerns regarding the
outcome of the troublesome invasion of Judah by Pekah of Israel and Rezin of
Syria.
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“When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin
of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against
Jerusalem, but they could not overpower it” (NIV, Isa.7:1).
It’s unusual for a king to be named along with both his father and grandfather, but
in this case it is understandable. At this time, BC 741, all three were kings at the
same time. Technically Uzziah was the king, but Jotham reigned in his stead due
to his leprosy, and Ahaz had been made co-regent with Jotham at the tender age
of nine in BC 743. The three-fold rulership would also explain why Isaiah refers to
“the House of David” (Isa.7:2).
Ahaz was rightly troubled by the bad news from the north, and it was all due to the
king of Assyria. Tiglath-pileser III, less than five years since being made king in
Nineveh, was looking to spread his dominion. The Syrian states had already been
invaded twice, and the Assyrian troops had ravaged the ten tribes of Israel in the
north. As a consequence, Syria and Israel joined in a defensive alliance against the
mighty Assyrians.
An inscription of Tiglath-pileser mentions both Menahem of Samaria (co-regent with
Pekah) and Rezin of Damascus as paying tribute to Assyria. It’s clear that at the
time of this prophecy, while the Assyrian king was busy fighting to the north and
east of Nineveh, these two vassal states rebelled and set about trying to force Judah
into joining their anti-Assyrian confederacy. Any hint of refusal from the southern
tribe would result in the invasion of the land by the combined armies of Israel and
Syria. They wanted to set up their own puppet king (Isa.7:6), so as to control the
nation.
The plan of the two allied kings did not come to
fruition, despite some successful inroads into the
nation (2Kings 16:5,6; 2Chron.28:5-15).
Jerusalem remained uncaptured (Isa.7:1, RV,
“went up to Jerusalem“). It is interesting to note
that the phrase “they could not prevail against it”
(Isa.7:1) is the same as Hebrew text of
Num.22:11, where Balak’s intention was to rid
himself of God’s people. On that occasion the plan
failed as well.

Figure 23 – Pekah and Rezin
make alliance against Judah
and Assyria

The seventh chapter of Isaiah follows a familiar
pattern of Biblical narrative (cp. Gen.14:1; 21:1;
22:1; Exod.24:1,9; Matt.10:5), by summarising
the main developments in v.1 and then
proceeding to give details in vv.2-25; 8:1-22. The rest of this prophecy goes on
show that both Samaria and Damascus would be plundered, and that Assyria
(whose friendship was bought by a huge gift from Ahaz, 2Kings 16:7,8) would also
turn on Judah, leading eventually to it’s dissolution.
“Now the house of David was told, “Aram has allied itself with Ephraim”; so
the hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are
shaken by the wind” (NIV, Isa.7:2).
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Syria had been enemies of Judah since the times of David (2Sam.8:6), and
Ephraim had always resented Judah’s role as the head of the twelve tribes
(1Chron.5:2). Now both saw the opportunity to turn the tables.
The reaction of both king and people was completely indecisive. They could not
decide what to do, and flitted from one thought to another, as the leaves of a tree
blown to and from in the wind (cp. Jas.1:5-8). All they required was faith to ask of
God, but the nation was already on the path to idolatry and unprepared to hearken
to God’s words. Some thought they should join the confederacy. Others thought
they should fight against them. Others suggested that they turn to Egypt for help.
Yet another suggestion was to buy Assyrian aid by sending treasure to Nineveh.
This strategy had been repeatedly condemned by Hosea (Hos.5:13; 8:8,10; 10:57), but Ahaz tried it anyway (2Kings 16:7-8). He was not prepared to trust in God’s
promise to David (2Sam.7:12-13) and so the warning of failing to believe in that
promise (2Sam.7:14; cp. Isa.10:5,24) was to come about instead. Ahaz was to
learn the hard way.
In response, the two northern allies launched separate attacks. Israel invaded the
land even to the walls of Jerusalem, took hostages and booty, then retreated
(2Chron.28:5). At the same time Rezin took control of Elath in the south (2Kings
16:6). Ahaz was certainly justified in his fears since he refused to rely on Yahweh.
“Then Yahweh said to Isaiah, ‘Go out, you and your son
Shear-Jashub, to meet Ahaz at the end of the aqueduct of
the Upper Pool, on the road to the Washerman’s field’.”
(NIV, Isa.7:3).
Seeing the young child protectively carried by his father, Ahaz
should have recognised a figure of how God “bare” Israel
(Deut.31:1) under His “everlasting arms” (Deut.33:27; cp.
Hos.11:1,3). Shear-jashub’s presence with Isaiah was meant
to remind Ahaz of Yahweh’s saving arm that was extended to
those prepared to reach out to Him. (Biographical Note:
Considering the fact that Isaiah was prepared to use the
personal pronoun “I” and “me” when describing events in
which he was involved, cp.Isa.8:1, it is probable that the
events of Isa.7:3-25 were recorded by his wife, the
Prophetess.)
Yahweh is ever ready to extend mercy, even to those apparently not worthy of it.
Isaiah and his two sons, Shear-jashub and Maher-shalal-hash-baz, were men of
sign (Isa.8:18), typical of God’s desire to save His nation if they would allow Him to
work for them. Isaiah’s name means “the salvation of Yah” and Shear-jashub, “the
remnant shall return” (cp. Isa.6:13; 10:20-21). While they would go into captivity
(Isa.37:31), there would be a revival (Hos.14:1; Jer.3:12,14). Later, the work of
Oded (whose name means ’restoring’), in causing Israel to release their captives so
that they could return to Judah (2Chron.28:9), may have reminded Ahaz of this
significant event at the Upper Pool.

Figure 24 – Isaiah and
Shear-jashub

Considering the desperate situation and the possibility of siege, Ahaz seems to
have come to the Upper Pool to see if it was possible to cover the Spring at Gihon
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and redirect its waters under the city walls.
This scheme had not been attempted before
because it had only recently been made
possible by the earthquake of Uzziah’s reign
(of which Josephus records, “before the city,
at a place called Eroge [En-Rogel], half the
mountain broke off from the rest on the west,
and rolled itself four furlongs, and stood still at
the east mountain, till the roads, as well as the
kings gardens, were spoilt by the obstruction“
Ant.9.10.4, cp. Isa.2:10-18). It appears that
Ahaz had already commenced some work
when Isaiah arrived on the scene with Shearjashub.

Figure 25 – The conduit
system on the east of
Jerusalem

Figure 26 – The
archaeological
remains of the Ophel
area north of the
actual Water Gate

Archaeologists have found a short, badly
constructed tunnel, about 22 feet (6.7 metres)
in length, near Hezekiah’s conduit. Due to
Ahaz’s indecisive attitude this tunnel was
never completed, and it was left for Hezekiah
to re- commence and complete the task of
driving a conduit from the Gihon Spring
outside the city walls into the Pool of Siloam
(which means “sending“; note Jn.9:7 a blind
man [like Ahaz] could be healed there) within the walls (Isa.22:9).
The prophet met the king near to En-Rogel, hard by the main north-south road along
the Kidron Valley where it passes under the steep rock Zoheleth. Here was the
fuller’s (or washerman‘s) field, where new cloth was repeatedly washed in the
waters of the spring and then laid out for drying in the sun. Later, because the words
fuller (“keves“) and lamb (“keves“) sound identical in Hebrew, this became the place
of assembly of sacrificial lambs for the temple, hence the “sheep-gate” (Jn.5:2) and
the mention there of an intermittent water flow. It is interesting to note also that it
was at this very spot that Rabshakeh, the Assyrian general, would speak blasphemy
against Yahweh 26 years later, and Hezekiah would seek a sign from Yahweh and
Judah would be saved (Isa.36:2).
Bro. Leen Ritmeyer has excavated the area around the Water
Gate near the Gihon Spring. He writes:
“Reading Nehemiah 3.26, it is clear that the “Water Gate”
and “the tower that lieth out” are separate points along the
wall. The Water Gate must therefore be located south of the
tower (somewhere near the Gihon Spring)… As a water
channel from the First Temple period Bethesda Pool enters
the “outlying tower” from the northeast, I would suggest that
the “Water Gate” building served as a water distribution
point, possibly during the time of King Hezekiah after he
conducted the water of the Gihon Spring to the Siloam Pool.
This would have left the Ophel area without a water supply
and therefore a new water distribution point (where the
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storage jars could have been used) may have been created here to
meet the needs of the local population.” 7
The prophet goes on in Isa.7:4-9 to show
that Yahweh would work on Ahaz’s behalf
if he would trust in Him. Within sixty-five
years Ephraim would be broken and Syria
likewise punished. Wordsworth suggests
that the Hebrew text may mean “within six,
even five, years” and within five years (BC
738) Tiglath-pileser had commenced a
series of campaigns that overthrew Syria
and Ephraim.
At the end of v.9 there is a play on words
in the Hebrew as “believe” and
“established” are almost the same. The
NIV says, “If you do not stand firm in your
faith, you will not stand at all”, and the Companion Bible, “If ye will not trust, ye shall
not be trusted” (cp. 2Chron.20:20, Jehoshaphat‘s wise counsel). This was Ahaz’s
great fault. He lacked faith, he was not prepared to trust in Yahweh, who had
promised that His covenant with David would never fail. He was far more willing to
put his trust in Moloch and Baal (2Chron. 28:3,21; 29:3). Isaiah’s message was
clear: “No belief, no relief!“. What a contrast with Hezekiah, the man who had the
most trust of any king.

Figure 27 –Hezekiah’s
Tunnel from the Gihon
Spring to the Pool of Siloam

“Again Yahweh spoke to Ahaz, ‘Ask Yahweh your God for a sign, whether in
the deepest depths or in the highest heights.’ But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask; I
will not put Yahweh to the test.’ Then Isaiah said, ‘Hear now, you house of
David! Is it not enough to try the patience of my God also?’ ”
(NIV, Isa.7:10-13).
The perplexed king was being given opportunity by Isaiah to return to Yahweh his
God. Yet Ahaz was too far estranged from his God to take up the offer. He had
probably gone already to his pagan priest or soothsayer to get a sign (one that held
no meaning whatsoever, Deut. 13:2). Isaiah was firm, however, “Ask a sign in the
depth or height” (cp. Isa.45:11). It’s significant that they were standing at the very
spot where water from the temple area percolated through a fissure in the rock to
emerge in the Kidron stream, near Gihon. At times of especially copious sacrifice
(like Passover), the blood poured out at the base of the altar tinged the waters of
Gihon, and hence it’s other name, “the Virgin’s Fountain”. Since the context of the
prophecy is “the conduit of the Upper Pool” (Isa.7:3) and the urgent problem of the
city’s water supply in time of siege, “height” and “depth” may allude to this temple
and Kidron phenomenon. Note also the connection in Hezekiah’s life with the
holiness of God in his temple (height) and the sinfulness of man (leprosy) connected
with the gates of Sheol (Isa.38:10, ie. depths).
A far more powerful message is intended however. Jacob blessed Joseph, the great
type of Messiah, saying “The Almighty shall bless thee with blessings of heaven
above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts and womb”
7

http://www.ritmeyer.com/2011/06/22/the-water-gate-of-jerusalem/.
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(Gen. 49:25; cp. 22:17; 27:28), a blessing repeated in Moses’ blessings of Joseph
(Deut.33:13; cp. 30:12,13, quoted in Eph.4:8-10). This is picked up in Isa.45:8,
“Drop down, ye heavens from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness:
let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring
up together; I the Lord have created it” (referred to again in Zech.8:12). Then in
Prov.30:4, “Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? (alluding to
Deut.30:12-13 quoted in Rom 10:6-8; cp. Eph.4:8-10) Who hath gathered the wind
(the Spirit) in his fists?… what is his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst
tell?”
Clearly this is a sign of Messianic import. The son of God was to be the greatest of
all blessings that Yahweh was to offer to His people. It is significant that while the
“House of David” represented by Ahaz rejected the sign at this time, another of the
house of David, Joseph of Nazareth (Matt.1:20), was prepared to accept the sign
of Immanuel, and prove himself to be both legally and spiritually descended from
David.
Ahaz, already committed to buying Tiglath-pileser’s help (2Kings 16:7,8), refused
the help of the true God in false piety. He knew that if he accepted Yahweh’s help,
he would have to change his allegiance from his pagan gods to the God of Israel,
something he was not prepared to do. It would also lessen the Assyrian kings
inclination to support him. So he tried to sneak out of a tricky situation by quoting
Moses (Deut.6:16). The passage in Deuteronomy referred back to Exod.17:7 and
the incident at Masseh (‘temptation’) and Meribah (’strife‘), where Israel tempted
their God saying, “Is Yahweh among us or not?” Ahaz thought that he could use
this passage out of context to save himself
from acknowledging his need of God‘s help.
But clearly, the words of Moses mean ‘Don’t
tempt God by disbelieving Him’. The
immediate context of Moses’ words
(Deut.6:14) was that of not going after other
gods of the surrounding nations, something
Ahaz had dedicated himself to doing
(2Kings 16:10-16). It is interesting that
although Isaiah had said, “the Lord thy
God”, Ahaz only says, “the Lord”, a loud
proclamation of his own faithlessness.
Figure 28 –Moses struck the
Rock to provide water

In this, Ahaz wearied God by refusing the help offered, but Hezekiah was later to
turn to his God and encourage the nation to do so also (2Chron.32:7,8; cp.
Isa.7:4,14; 40:28). As such, Hezekiah was also a type of the Messiah that God
would send to save his people, and became the great sign to Ahaz that God would
save a remnant.
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you (plural) a sign: The virgin will be with
child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel”
(NIV, Isa.7:14).
What an amazing prophecy of Messiah (Matt.1:23)! But one that was firstly to be
seen in Hezekiah. There can be little doubt that the prophecy would have a primary
(though not most important) fulfillment that Ahaz himself would see and benefit from
(Isa.7:15-16). “Therefore” is very forceful, implying that even though Ahaz himself
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refused to ask for a sign, God would give him a happening of special significance,
a child of his own flesh and blood (remembering that Ahaz was only 12 when
Hezekiah was born!).
It is significant that the Hebrew text is clear that Isaiah gave the prophesy to more
than one person (“you“ is plural). It appears that the grand-daughter of the High
Priest, Abijah (2Chron.29:1; 24:20), the future queen of the land by marriage to
Ahaz, was present. She was a “virgin”, or an unmarried woman of marriageable age
(as the Heb. almah implies, cp. Gen.24:43; Exod.2:8; Psa.68:25; Prov.30:19;
Song 1:3; 6:8 – the Gk. equiv. “parthenos“ is used in the same way). Wordsworth
says that “it would most naturally be used of a virgin betrothed”. Here it has the
definite article, “the virgin”, implying a woman intimately connected to the king and
most likely actually present.
It appears, therefore, that as Isaiah commenced his prophecy to Ahaz he turned to
the young woman standing near to the boy-king, and pointing to them both said,
“Yahweh will give you two a sign: The virgin will be with child…” It is obvious that
this prophecy would be at least some part fulfilled within a relatively short time
period, for Isaiah went on to say, “before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong
and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread (Retzin and Pekah) will
be laid waste” (NIV, Isa.7:16). This happened in BC 734-732, when Tiglath-pileser
defeated Pekah and Menahem, and then Retzin, and made them vassals.
Hezekiah was only 7 years old at the time, still of an age that Jews consider
children not to know right from wrong (Bar-mitzvahs still take place when children
are twelve).
Another indication that the child initially promised in the prophecy would be the son
Ahaz is in Isa.8:8 where the kingdom of Judah is called the land of Immanuel.
Obviously, the initial Immanuel of the prophecy was to be king of Judah, again
pointing to Hezekiah. Added to this is the fact that the prophet speaks of him as
sitting on David’s throne (Isa.9:6-7), and later of him being a stem out of the rod of
Jesse (Isa.11:1). These are all Messianic prophecies, but were first revealed in type
in the child, Hezekiah!

Figure 29 – The virgin shall
conceive and bear a son

So it was that Isaiah prophesied that Abijah, not long after her marriage to the boyking would miraculously conceive and, after due time, give birth to a son (as
occurred sometime in the next year, BC 740). While some Dead Sea Scrolls and
the Masoretic Text indicate that “he” (Ahaz) or “they” (the two parents), would name
their child, the KJV seems to have got it right by implying that Abijah alone would
name the child (note: Gen.29:32,33; 30:18,20,23; 1Sam.1:20). She alone believed
in the prophecy and sought to bring up her little Immanuel in the right paths.
Immanuel means ”God is with us”, ie. with the faithful remnant (Isa.8:10). It appears
that Abijah called him this at his birth as ordained, but his father Ahaz would have
nothing to with it and called him Hezekiah, “strengthened by Yah”. The very name,
“God with us”, was prophetic of the attitude that the godly remnant (like Isaiah) had
compared to Ahaz. In time of trial, Isaiah turned to his God, but Ahaz turned to man
for help. This very distinction must have been well recognised by Abijah, for she
made sure that her Immanuel knew where his strength lay. So it was that Hezekiah
was always ready to put his trust in his God and seek His help (Psa.121).
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Themes

Isaiah 7:14-17

Isaiah 8:3-7

Matthew 1:21

Mother

The Virgin
(Abijah)

The Prophetess

She (Mary)

Conception

Shall conceive

She conceived

Shall bring forth

Child is a son

And bear a son

And bare a son

A son

Naming of son

And shall call his Call his name
name Immanuel Maher-shalalhash-baz
(Hezekiah)

And thou shalt
call his name
Jesus

The idea of God being with men pervades all of the scripture (cp. Gen. 28:15;
Exod.33:16; Josh.1:9; Judges 6:13; 1Kings 8:57). This was particularly true of
Hezekiah (2Kings 18:7; 2Chron.32:8; Deut.20:4), but above all others it was true
of Christ (Jn.8:29). So Nicodemus acknowledged that “no man can do these signs
except God be with him.” He believed Jesus to be the promised Immanuel! The
Lord carries on the allusion by saying that all who would follow him must likewise
have a divine begettal (Jn.3:2,3). And when Jesus died, Nicodemus was
marvelously born above. The great blessing is that for all those in Christ, God is
with them also (Isa.35:8; Rom.8:31; Rev.21:3).
How amazing it was, therefore, that from the very loins of the one who was leading
the nation into idolatry and wickedness, would come the child that would eventually
turn the nation back to God again and lead the spiritual captives free of their
captivity. Such a message of hope, that his enemies would be defeated, should
have made the wicked king to repeat his ways. But it does not seem to have effected
him in any way at all. In fact, he waxed worse and worse.
“He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and
choose the right. But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and
choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste” (NIV,
Isa.7:15-16).
Isaiah promised a good education in spiritual things for the boy (Deut.32:13,14;
Psa.19:9,10), mainly to be imparted to him by his mother and probably his
grandfather, Zechariah the priest, and Isaiah the prophet (see further details next
section). “Butter” is a symbol of smoothness (Psa.55:21), and “honey” of sweetness
(Psa.119:103), which the Word of God alone can give in this life, and which can
impart the knowledge of what is right and wrong (Psa.45:7; Heb.1:9). Immanuel
was to reveal God’s character (Jn.1:14).
After considering how this prophecy applies to Hezekiah, it is vitally important to
reaffirm that it’s greatest message applied to Jesus Christ, the Messiah. There can
be no doubt as to the individual who would fulfil this remarkable prophecy. As
Hezekiah, his mother’s Immanuel, was a sign in Ahaz’s day, so was the baby Jesus.
Hence Matthew quotes this section of Isaiah when a vision comes to Joseph, the
espoused husband of the virgin Mary (Matt.1:23), of the conception and birth of the
Son of God, who would be also son of David, and sit on David’s throne forever.
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The angels at this time refer to the sign of Immanuel too in their message to the
shepherds. “This shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes” (Lk.2:12). Note that the phrase “give you a sign” uses the verb
‘nathan’, intimating that the line of Ahaz, going back to Solomon at Gihon (1Kings
1:38), was to be superseded by the new line of Immanuel (Jesus) descended from
Nathan the prophet (Lk.3:31). Jesus was born in the city of David as Micah foretold
(Mic.5:2), of the house of David (Isa.7:13).
The word “virgin” in the Hebrew is supported by the LXX (Gk. parthenos) at least
150 years before Christ, and can only mean “virgin”. By contrast, later versions done
after the time of Christ show their Jewish prejudice by switching to neanis, a young
woman. So Mary was told, “thou shalt conceive in thy womb” (Lk.1:31; cp. Gen.
3:15; Psa.22:9; Isa.49:1), emphasising the miraculous nature of the virgin birth.
This child, so miraculously conceived was truly “God with us”, the means by which
God reconciled the world unto Himself (2Cor. 5:19), and saved a remnant.

The Child of Promise is Born
When Ahaz turned twelve, he married his betrothed virgin, and she did conceive as
prophesied. Nine months later, in BC 740, Abijah bore a beautiful son, whom she
called Immanuel, while her young husband (full of the flesh and so immature in the
things of God) called him Hezekiah. It is most probable that the young queen went
to Bethlehem for the last few weeks of her pregnancy, as was the custom of the
royal line, so that the heir to the throne would be born in the city of David. At this
time Micah prophesied: “And thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto Me that is to be
ruler in Israel” (Micah 5:2).
As Isaiah had said at the Virgin‘s Fountain, her child was a boy, and it would seem
that Isaiah refers to this in a later prophecy, using Hezekiah as a type of the greater
Immanuel to come: “For unto us a child is [literally “has been”] born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the prince of
peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgement and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of Yahweh of
hosts will perform this” (Isa.9:6-7).
The links to Isa.7:14-16 and Hezekiah are unmistakable. “Is born” is in the past
tense in the Hebrew, as though the scripture deliberately points in reference to
Hezekiah’s birth. “Unto us” is a reference of hope for Isaiah and the faithful remnant
who looked for the salvation of God. “From henceforth” clearly indicates the change
that would occur in the kingdom once Hezekiah took control of the throne. “The
government on his shoulder” (Hebrew shechem) may even refer to the fact that
Hezekiah would exert some influence over the northern tribes for the first time since
Solomon, Shechem being in the north (2Chron.30:5-11). Certainly, through his own
trust in God, the made the Assyrian “burden depart from off their shoulder”
(Isa.14:25) and he broke “the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder”
(Isa.9:4). Likewise, the ideas of these verses are picked up and used specifically of
Hezekiah in Isa.22:21-23 (note the probable reading of v.20, “And I will call my
servant [ie. Hezekiah] to Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah”), “government”, “father”,
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“shoulder”, “David”, and “throne”. But in the place of “mighty one” (Heb.“gibbor“) is
“strengthen” a play on Hezekiah’s name. Finally, the phrase “the zeal of Yahweh of
hosts will perform this” is specifically referred to again at the deliverance of the land
from Sennacherib (Isa.37:32). It need not be said, of course, that the most important
fulfillment of this prophesy was the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ (Lk.1:30-35; 2:1014).
What fantastic hope must have swept through not only Isaiah’s heart but Abijah’s
as well, that here was a child who would not follow in the wickedness of his father,
but in contrast would rule as God’s representative on the throne of God’s kingdom,
Israel, as had been the original intention of Yahweh with the kings of Israel
(1Chron.28:5; 29:23; 2Chron.9:8). Hezekiah was to become a wise and
exceptionally godly king, who would bring peace to a war-torn country. But Abijah,
Isaiah, Zechariah, and the other faithful, knew that it would not happen overnight. A
huge amount of effort was going to have to be put into the boy to save him from the
rampaging corruption of his father.
So from an early age, Hezekiah was brought up in the way of Yahweh. Even in the
names of those who raised him in the paths of truth is there meaning. Isaiah, “the
salvation of Yah”; Abijah, “my Father is Yah”; Zechariah, “Yah hath remembered”;
and Hezekiah, “strengthened of Yah” (cp. 2Kings 18:1-2; 2Chron.29:1). Hezekiah
was strengthened to accomplish the unbelievable because he knew that Yahweh
was his father, so Yahweh remembered His covenant to David and brought
salvation to the remnant. In this is a marvelous prototype of what would happen to
Christ, the true Immanuel.

Figure 30 – The voice of the
Father in His Son’s ear
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From an early age, Jesus was in
communication with his heavenly Father.
He woke early to hear his Father
speaking softly in his ear (Isa.50:4,5),
and as Yahweh breathed out His spirit
word, the son breathed it in (Isa.11:2-3,
note: “spirit“ v.2 means to breathe out;
“quick“ v.3 means to breathe in). Right
though his life Yahweh strengthened him
(Matt.4:11; Lk.22:43, s.w. in LXX for
“strength“ in Hezekiah‘s name). It is suely
not coincidental that another Zechariah,
the father of John the Baptist was
involved in the story of Messiah, and
could prophesy, “Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel; for he hath visited and
redeemed his people [the remnant], and hath raised up an horn of salvation [Isaiah]
for us in the house of his servant David… that we should be saved from our enemies
[the Assyrians]… to perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember
[Zechariah] his holy covenant; the oath which he sware to our father Abraham…”
(Lk.1:68-73). There can be little doubt that the old priest’s prophecy of Messiah’s
work was based on the upbringing and work of Hezekiah. He is quoting from Micah
(another helper along with his fellow prophet Isaiah?) in his prophesy of Jesus
(Micah 7:18-20), clearly based on Hezekiah the prototype.
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The words of Isaiah summarise his godly upbringing. “Butter and honey shall he
eat, that he may know to refuse evil, and choose the good” (Isa. 7:15). He would
“feed on rich stores of covenant blessing” (Kay) and would learn to discern between
was right and wrong, between “moral or spiritual reprobation or approval“ (Kay). He
would learn to love God’s law which is “sweeter also than the honey or the
honeycomb” (Psa.19:10; cp. 119:103). Butter, or clotted cream, refers to the fact
that he would feed on richness of a special kind, delighting in the fatness of God’s
word (Isa.55:2), growing up desiring the sincere milk of the word (1Pet.2:2). This
divine food would lead him on to know the best course in life to follow. How
important is the bringing up of children in the way of God (Deut. 4:9; 6:6-7, note
“teach” means to sharpen, cp. Psa.127,128).
The instruction of the word to Hezekiah by this faithful band of friends, Isaiah, Micah,
Zechariah and Abijah, led to him surviving a horrendous and grueling childhood.
For it was not a happy life that the young child had to live, surrounded by an
environment that carried a constant stench of immorality and perverseness. And
what was worse, it was his own father who was the main perpetuator.
While Hezekiah was yet a very young baby, only one or two (BC 740-739), Ahaz
passed him through the fire to Moloch. Ahaz “walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, according to the
abominations of the heathen, whom Yahweh cast out from before the children of
Israel“ (2Kings 16:3).
This was a terrifying ordeal beyond comprehension, and the
physical and emotional scarring the young child received
remained with him for the rest of his life. Worship was
carried out in the Valley of Hinnom on the south-west of the
Jerusalem hill (2Kings 23:10; Jer.32:35), at a site known
as Topheth (’fire pit‘ in Syriac), a place that was known in
the Lord’s days as Gehenna (cp. Matt.5:29,30). At this
place the two forms of fire worship to Moloch were carried
out. One form was the sacrifice of a child, by burning it to
death in the belly of an idol. It was only by doing this that
parents could enter into Moloch’s temple by the seventh
door, the sign of special privilege and blessing. The other
form was to pass a child through a burning fire, leaving them alive but terribly
scarred.

Figure 31 – The Valley
of Hinnom

It is almost impossible to visualise Ahaz carrying his baby son into such a horrible
place, where the drums had to be beaten loudly to cover the screams of the infants
placed on the red hot arms of the Moloch idol and poked down into its burning belly.
And yet to this sacrilegious spot, Ahaz brought young Hezekiah to pass him through
the fire. It is most likely that Ahaz tied the infant to a pole, Hezekiah’s arms tied
behind his back. With the child facing down towards the fire, Ahaz slowly walked
the baby into the flames. How could this man watch and listen as his child began to
scream, as the skin began to blister and blacken, and as the child‘s hair caught
alight. And what torture must Abijah, that lovely woman, have gone through knowing
what was going to happen. No doubt she, along with her friends, had tried to stop
the king, but no amount of pleading or tears could stop him from his foul purpose.
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There is no indication given as to how long it took for Hezekiah to recover. It must
have been many months. But the horrific scars remained, the twisted skin in a web
of flesh, contorted across his face and body. So it was that Isaiah could write of him,
as the prototype of Messiah: “he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected
of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces
from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not… we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted” (Isa.53:2-4; cp. 52:14).
As a result of this shocking and depraved behaviour, Yahweh promised to bring
upon Ahaz his worse fears. Rezin, Manahem and Pekah would attack, and this they
did in BC 735, taking captives from Judah and slaying Hezekiah’s younger brother
Maaseiah (2Chron.28:3-8). Yet, as he had told Isaiah only a few short years earlier,
in BC 741 (Isa.7:12), Ahaz would not turn to Yahweh to seek a sign, instead he
would turn to Tiglath-pileser, the Assyrian king. This he did, and in a series of
campaigns from BC 734-732, the Assyrian defeated both Syria and Israel.

Figure 32 – Ahaz burnt his
children in the fires of
Moloch

So Ahaz was not deterred from his immoral practices. Later, as
more children were born to him, he sacrificed them in the fires of
Moloch’s belly, burning them to death (2Chron.28:3). His
deliverance at the hand of Tiglath-pileser led him to greater and
greater evils, copying the religious icons and practices of the
Assyrians. He terribly foreshadowed the time when another
immoral king was prepared to slay thousands innocent children at
Bethlehem and its vicinity in an effort to kill the Messiah (Matt.
2:16). Yet, out of all the persecutions, God delivered His Son, the
Anointed Saviour, allowing him to grow up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord (Matt. 2:13-15; Lk. 2:40,52). So Hezekiah
likewise was nurtured and allowed to grow despite the adversity
surrounding him, growing up as “a root out of a dry ground”. Isaiah
was to later prophesy, probably at Hezekiah’s Bar-mitzvah when
he came to the throne as co-regent at twelve years old (BC 728), “And there shall
come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots:
and the spirit of Yahweh shall rest upon him…“ (Isa.11:1-2).
Against all the immorality of Ahaz, Abijah had to battle to keep her son pure. What
a long and difficult struggle it was, but one which she accomplished beyond
expectations. Her little Immanuel grew into an outstanding young man because of
her own outstanding example. Ahaz could not cope with the pertinacity of his strongwilled and devout wife, her persuasiveness over her young son was far greater than
all his idolatrous ways. She was the daughter of Zechariah (2Chron.29:1), a godly
priest who witnessed to the veracity of Isaiah’s prophecy regarding Maher-shalalhash-baz (“speed the spoil haste the prey“, Isa.8:1,2). He undoubtedly taught his
daughter the true worship of Yahweh, and she hung on to that tenaciously. Not only
so, but she passed her unswerving faith onto her child, the boy who was to become
the greatest king of Judah, the one who put his trust in Yahweh, the great prototype
of the Messiah to come.
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“He…Opened the Doors…and Repaired Them”
The New King’s First Great Work
2Kings 18:1-3; 2Chron.29:1-36
The young man Hezekiah was made co-regent along with his father when he turned
twelve in BC 728 (possibly because of an illness that Ahaz contracted, causing him
to die young at 38). His beloved mother and grandfather, along with the prophets
Isaiah and Micah, looked for great things from him. His alert mind and deep religious
spirit would have been a joy to his faithful relatives and mentors. While his father
Ahaz remained alive, however, any real changes were virtually impossible. In the
thirteen years till his father’s death (BC 728-715), the spiritual tone of the nation did
not improve.
Ahaz had little time to listen to his righteous son. He had sunk further into the deep
abyss of political intrigue and foreign idolatry. His attempt to gain an ally in Assyria
completely backfired, and Judah soon found herself in complete subservience to
the growing empire. In an effort to please his new masters, Ahaz turned the temple
of Yahweh into a place for the worship of Asshur (cp. 2Kings 16:10-18, see notes
on p.7). Yet neither this, nor the annual tribute money, satisfied Tiglath-pileser. He
insisted that Ahaz turn over part of the temple to a garrison of Assyrian cavalry
(2Chron.28:21; 2Kings 16:8,18; and note the relevance of Psa. 74:3-8; 79:1;
Isa.7:13; 8:21; 9:4; 11:9; 25:2; 63:18; 64:11; Mic.5:5). Tiglath-pileser also took
hostages out of the leading families in Judah, who were taken to Nineveh
(2Chron.29:9) as guarantees for Ahaz’s good behaviour.
Nor were things better in Israel to the north. The last two kings of the ten tribes,
Pekah and Hoshea, did nothing to try to change the spiritual climate of the nation.
Pekah was hateful and vicious, while Hoshea was weak and ungodly. In the 6th
year of Hezekiah’s co-regency, BC 722, Assyria came and took the ten tribes in the
north captive. But even this would not cure Ahaz of his immoral idolatry.
During these years of apparent unspirituality, a young king was being groomed for
the difficult job of bringing the kingdom of Judah out of the pit of darkness. Such
implicit faith as that which Hezekiah later showed in completely trusting his God,
can only be developed through a constant meditation of God’s word. “Faith comes
by hearing and hearing by the word of God” and so of this wonderful young man it
could be said, “he clave to Yahweh and departed not from following him, but kept
the commandments, which Yahweh commanded Moses” (2Kings 18:6). There can
be little doubt that while Ahaz was engaged in idolatrous practices, Hezekiah was
busy copying out the law, as all kings of Israel were commanded to do, and
meditating upon it (Deut.17:18-20). But it was not only the law that influenced the
king.
It would appear that Hezekiah very deliberately modelled himself on the man after
God’s own heart, David. Hezekiah “did all that was right in the sight of Yahweh,
according to all that his father David did” (2Kings 18:3; 2Chron.29:2). Ahaz was
not his father, in spirit it was David who had fathered this boy. For the first thing that
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Hezekiah did after Ahaz’s death, was to reverse the apostasy by re-establishing the
Temple services and worship as it was in the time of David.

Hezekiah Ascends to the Throne
“Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz king of Judah, began to reign (his sole reign) when he
was twenty and five years old, in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel
(BC 715). He reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem (until BC 686). His
mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. And he did that which was
right in the sight of Yahweh, according to all that his father David did” (2Kings18:13; 2Chron.29:1-2).

Figure 33 – The young king
went straight to work

At last the physical, emotional and spiritual excesses of Ahaz caught up with him
at the age of 38, and his illness brought an end to his reign of immorality and
ungodliness. So bad had the situation been getting in the last years of his reign,
that many in Judah rejoiced to see him go, and waited with baited breath and hope
to see if his son would accomplish the changes needed to save the nation.
Everyone knew the diligence of the young man, and his dedication to Yahweh in
the face of great odds. They knew that he would have to be a better ruler than his
father. They did not need to wait long before dramatic changes took place, changes
such as they could hardly have dreamed of.
Hezekiah knew that unless he immediately took charge of the situation, the same
fate that befell the ten tribes of the north in BC 722, would soon fall also upon Judah.
There is a great probability that during his co-regency, Hezekiah had been secretly
preparing for this moment with Hilkiah, Eliakim, Isaiah, Micah, Zechariah, and
Abijah. The plans had been set in place, and all that was required was the correct
timing to set it in motion. With the death of Ahaz, the time was right, and Hezekiah
acted swiftly and decisively.
While the young kings first official act was to open the temple doors, he made sure
that his stand was known at the burial of his father. He refused to allow his father to
be buried with the righteous kings of Judah. Ahaz did not deserve to be buried there
alongside David (2Chron.28:27).

Hezekiah Opens and Repairs the Temple Doors
“In the first month of the first year of his [sole] reign (BC 715), he opened the
doors of the temple of Yahweh and repaired them” (NIV, 2Chron.29:3).

Figure 34 – The Temple doors were opened
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The word for “opened” (pathach) means to open wide, to
loosen, begin, plough, or carve. It is first used in Gen.7:11 of
how the “windows of heaven were opened”. The same word is
also found in Song 5:5,6 and how the bride “opened” her door
for her beloved. It is used in Isa.22:22 of Hezekiah and how “he
shall open and none shall shut”. Because God had “opened” his
ear (s.w. Isa.50:5), Hezekiah was compelled to open the doors
for his beloved. He put his hand to the plough, carving out a
furrow in which he could plant the seed of truth into the heart of
the nation, and he would not turn back from his purpose
(Lk.9:62). It was to be a new beginning for Judah, a break from
the past evils of Ahaz, that would be washed away (note
Hos.6:3; 10:12), and a fresh start in the true worship of Yahweh.

Hezekiah Who Trusted In Yahweh Study Notes G Shugg.docx 6/20/2019 4:18:00
PM

Hezekiah – The King Who Trusted In Yahweh
The word for “repaired” (chazaq, the root word of “Hezekiah”) means “to fasten
open, seize, be strong, to bind, restrain, conquer”. Throughout the record of
Hezekiah there is a constant play on his name which is based on chazaq, “to sieze,
to be strong”.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2Chron.29:3 – repaired them (the temple doors)
2Chron.29:34 – (the Levites) did help them
2Chron.31:4 – that they might be encouraged
2Chron.32:5 – strengthened himself… and repaired (Milo)
2Chron.32:7 – be strong
Isa.22:21 – strengthen him
Isa.35:3 – Strengthen ye
Isa.35:4 – be strong
Isa.39:1 – was recovered
Isa.41:6 – be of good courage
Isa.41:7 – encouraged… and he fastened it
Isa.54:2 – strengthen

This word (chazaq) is first used in Gen.19:16 of the angels who “laid hold upon” Lot
and his family to bring them out of Sodom to safety. It is the same word in
2Chron.29:34 of the Levites who “helped” the priests fulfil their work, and in
Neh.2:18 about how the people “strengthened their hands” for the good work when
they heard Nehemiah’s words of encouragement. It also the same word that is used
in Isa.22:21 of Yahweh’s plan to “strengthen” his servant, Hezekiah. How
appropriate then that Isaiah goes on to record in v.22, “so he shall open, and none
shall shut”.
Opening the doors of the temple, that had been closed while Ahaz only used his
Assyrian altar in the court (2Chron.28:24), was a symbol to the nation of the new
direction they were to take. Hezekiah wanted to release them from the burden of
sin and bring them into the house of God. With strength of purpose, the new king
reversed the policies of his father in one swoop. In this he typed the Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom God “opened the door of faith” (Acts 14:27), releasing the
“prisoners of hope” (Zech.9:11,12). He has set before us “an open door” that “no
man can shut” (Rev.3:7,8 quoting Isa.22:21-22), an entrance into the kingdom of
God (2Pet.1:11). Isaiah could speak of Messiah’s work, as typified by Hezekiah, in
the following words: “The Spirit of Adonai Yahweh is upon me… he hath sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of Yahweh”
(Isa.61:1-2 quoted by the Lord in Lk.4:18-19). So it is that all the faithful must open
the doors of faith in their heart and strengthen them so that they stay open. This
takes determination and effort to use the strength of God to overcome (cp. Rev.
3:20-21).
Not only did Hezekiah open the doors, he repaired them and overlaid them, and the
two pillars, with gold (cp. 2Kings 18:16). True believers can only enter through the
open doors by faith, symbolised by purified gold (1Pet.1:7), an uncompromising
belief in the power of the eternal God. So, in a Psalm probably written by Hezekiah
himself, it is recorded, “Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them,
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and I will praise Yahweh: this gate of Yahweh, into which the righteous shall enter”
(Psa.118:19-20, one of the Passover Psalms quoted by Jesus).
With these two acts, Hezekiah commenced his mighty spring-cleaning and reorganisation of the Temple. Isaiah had already foretold that this would come about:
“And it shall come to pass that he that is left in Zion (ie. the Temple), and he that
remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among
the living in Jerusalem” (Isa.4:3). Despite the immorality of Ahaz’s reign, the great
prophet had called upon the faithful remnant to remain holy and to declare the
holiness of God, for change was soon to come: “Sanctify Yahweh Tz’boath himself;
and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary;
but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel,
for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many among them
shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken” (Isa.8:13-15).
And so, the ten tribes of the north were scattered because of their immorality, and
some of Judah were also taken captive. But there were those who remained faithful,
and waited in patience for the day when the Temple would again be a true sanctuary
of holiness. Therefore, once the doors were re-opened, Hezekiah immediately
called all the faithful priests and Levites to his side to exhort them to holiness.

Hezekiah Calls the Priests and Levites To Holiness
“He brought in the priests and the Levites, assembled them in the square on
the east side and said: ‘Listen to me, Levites! Consecrate (KJV, “sanctify“)
yourselves now and consecrate the temple of Yahweh, the God of your
fathers. Remove all defilement from the sanctuary” (NIV, 2Chron.29:4-5).
In a masterly stroke, Hezekiah gathered those who would become the
spiritual leaders of the people to the court of the Gentiles on the east
of the Temple, to remind them of their present spiritual state before
God. They were as Gentiles in need of cleansing so that in turn they
could cleanse this very holy place that had been defiled.
Unfortunately, few priests remained faithful to the cause of Yahweh,
many of their number too corrupted by the previous years to make any
effort to change.
According to Isaiah, the priests were too drunk to think straight anyway
and had lost their vision (Isa.28:7). From the Levites (those “joined“ to
God), however, who had been suspended from their less honourable
tasks, there came a better response. Even so, there may have been
only fourteen there (vv.12-16)! It would also seem that these were
young, the next generation who had not been corrupted by Ahaz (note
v.11, “My sons“). Together they met in the “broad place of the rising
sun” (east street) to hear wisdom’s voice (s.w. Prov.1:20).
Figure 35 – The Priests and
Levites took 14 days to
cleanse the Temple
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With emotion in his voice, the young king made an impassioned plea to the hearts
of these men to hearken to his vision. “Hear me” resounds the echo of the call of
the prophets to the nation (Isa.1:2; Micah 1:2), revealing the amount of time
Hezekiah had spent in their care. The parallels between Isaiah’s epilogue (probably
written in BC 681 as a summary of his life-long message) and Hezekiah’s speech
are remarkable.
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2Chron.29

Isa.1

v.5

v.2
v.16

v.6

v.7
v.8
v.9

Hear me
Sanctify now
Carry forth the filthiness
Done evil in the eyes
Our fathers… have
forsaken Him
And turned their backs
Nor offered burnt off.
The wrath of Yahweh
Fallen by the sword
In captivity

v.4
v.4
v.13
v.5
v.7

Hear
Wash you, make you clean
Put away the evil of your doings
A seed of evildoers
They have forsaken Yahweh
They are gone away backward
Bring no more vain oblations
Provoked…Holy One…to anger
Stricken
Your country is desolate

As he looked around the court of the Temple and made his call to holiness, there
can be little doubt that with sadness of heart he pointed out the filthiness of his
father’s pagan worship. The pagan altar based on Assyrian design still had pride of
place, and the Brazen Altar was sitting forlornly in the corner, neglected and unused
(cp. 2Kings 16:10-16). The rock foundation of the original altar, apparently an eye
sore to Ahaz (“a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence“, Isa.8:14), had been
disguised to some extent by having the brazen laver set up there (see notes p.10).
The Assyrian garrison must have still had some presence, and as they gazed
around they may have even seen some soldiers stumbling around the place.
These sights incensed Hezekiah deeply and he tried to
get the Levites and priests around him to feel the same
repugnance for the desecration of their God’s holy
place. The word “sanctify” or “consecrate” is the
Hebrew word, “qadash” and literally means to be clean,
while the word “filthiness” or “defilement” is “niddah”,
meaning impurity, personal or moral. It’s the word used
in the laws of uncleanness, that they should sanctify
themselves from all uncleanness (cp. Lev.11:44). Note
the consecration of Aaron and his sons:
Lev.8 The Consecration of the Priests – the first 7 days
Vv.1-13 Aaron and his sons robed and anointed
Vv.14-30 Moses offers their sin, burnt and peace offerings
Vv.31-36 Ceremony was of 7 days

Figure 36 – The Consecration
of Aaron as High Priest

Lev.9 Aaron officiates at the altar on the 8th day
Vv.1-2 Aaron offers for himself (sin and burnt)
Vv.3-22 Aaron offers for the people (sin, burnt and peace)
Vv.23-24 The Glory seen
Lev.10 The Ceremony disrupted by the sin of Nadab and Abihu
The only way to remove impurity is to become clean, in other words “overcome evil
with good” (Rom.12:21). A man’s house must be swept clean of filth but then be
filled with the good things of the spirit (cp. Lk.11:14-26). Hezekiah was not simply
going to have the things defiling the Temple removed, but was going to institute the
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true worship of Yahweh in it’s place. Note Exod.13:2 (the firstborn); 19:22; 29:44;
cp. Lev.21:8; cf. Eph.5:26.
With strong words, Hezekiah informed those gathered before him that it was the
high duty of them all to help him in his endeavours. If they were to help him, then
they would be required to all be ritually cleansed. Under the law, Aaron and his sons
had to be sanctified before they could sanctify the altar so that it could be used
(Exod.29; note especially vv.35-37,44; Lev.8-10). It seems, however, that the initial
impact of his words were not as powerful as he expected, so Hezekiah reminded
them of that it was their own fathers that brought about the desecration of the
Temple and that it was their solemn responsibility to fix the problem.
“Our fathers were unfaithful; they did evil in the eyes of Yahweh our God and
forsook him. They turned their faces away from Yahweh’s dwelling place and
turned their backs on him. They also shut the doors of the portico and put out
the lamps. They did not burn incense or present any burnt offerings at the
sanctuary to the God of Israel. Therefore, the anger of Yahweh has fallen on
Judah and Jerusalem; he has made them the object of dread and horror and
scorn, as you can see with your own eyes. This is why our fathers have fallen
by the sword and why our sons and daughters and our wives are in captivity”
(NIV, 2Chron.29:6-9).
Hezekiah does not simply blame their fathers, and separate himself from the
people. No, he identifies with them in saying, “Our fathers have trespassed”. The
key idea behind a trespass is that restitution had to be paid to make up for it (cp.
Lev.6:5, “he shall even restore it in the principal, and shall add the fifth part“).
However, here was a unique situation. In actual fact, Hezekiah had not
transgressed, he had been consistently faithful and diligent in Yahweh’s service,
but he felt that it was his duty to repay on behalf of his people.

Figure 37 – It pleased
Yahweh to bruise him
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In the greatest of the servant songs, it is said of Hezekiah, and hence of Messiah,
of whom he was the great prototype, “Yet it pleased Yahweh to bruise him; he hath
put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin (lit. “a trespass
offering“), he shall see his seed” (Isa.53:10). The amazing context of this verse is
in Isa.53:9 which states that “he had done no violence, neither was there any deceit
in his mouth”. It was these very two evil qualities that men were supposed to repay
in the trespass offering: “If a soul sin… in a thing taken away by violence, or hath
deceived his neighbour… he shall restore that
which he took violently away, or the thing which
he hath deceitfully gotten” (Lev.6:2,4). The very
things that the scribes and Pharisees did to the
Lord, were the things he offered a trespass
offering for. “He shall redeem their soul from
deceit and violence: and precious shall their
blood be in his sight” (Psa.72:14). In reality, they
should have offered one because of what they
did to him! Instead, the Lord knew that man
could do nothing to save himself, so he showed
them the way in his own example. “They that
hate me without a cause are more than the hairs
of mine head: they that would destroy me being
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mine enemies wrongfully (lit. falsely), are mighty: then I restored that which I took
not away” (Psa.69:4).
Hezekiah tried to do the same. It was not his fault that the Temple lay in disarray
and its services had ceased. But he knew that unless he led from the front, nothing
would change. He decided to restore that which he had not taken away and reinstitute the service of Yahweh in His holy place. Hezekiah saw the Temple, not
simply as a building to worship in, but as God’s dwelling place on earth, His
“habitation”. He felt intimately close to his God, sand desired nothing more but to
work in His service (see Psa.84:10; and the spirit of Psa.122:1-2)
Not only had their fathers trespassed and been unfaithful, they deliberately forsook
their God and turned away from Him whom it should have been their joy and honour
to serve. The word literally means “to loose the bands”, the exact opposite of the
idea of chazaq (root of “Hezekiah”), meaning “to strengthen or hold onto the bands”.
The phrase “turned their backs” (end of v.6), literally means to offer the nape or
back of the neck (Hebrew oreph; note KJV margin). It’s translated “stiff-necked” in
2Chron.30:8, and is a symbol of resistance to divine impressions, stubbornness
and an unwillingness to allow oneself to be moulded by the great Potter (cp.
Prov.29:1; Acts 7:51). Instead of Israel’s enemies showing the back of the neck in
fear, God’s chosen nation had shamefully submitted to a foreign yoke and foul
foreign religion (Exod.23:27; Psa.18:40 cp. Gen.49:8). The true followers of the
Father must allow their hearts to be malleable so that He can work in their life (cp.
Heb.3:8, 13,15; 4:7 - “harden”, the Greek slerotrachelos, is related to “stiff-necked“,
Greek skleruno, in Acts 7:51).
The previous generation did
not listen to the message of
God and, in the hardness of
their heart, shut up the doors
of the porch and the Temple
services had been long
discontinued (v.7). The
porch was the entrance or
vestibule (Hebrew ulam, “the
pre-eminent place”) of the
Temple. On either side of
this pre-eminent place stood
the two great pillars, Jachin
(“He will establish“) and
Boaz (“The strong one“).
The closure of the temple
doors was the shutting off of
the access to God (cp.
Jn.10:1,2,7,9; cp. Acts
14:27). The putting out of
the ten lamps was the cessation of the willingness of the people to take heed to
the Word of God or put in effort to allow it to combust in their life (Psa.119:105; cp.
Matt.25:1-13). The end of burning incense was the failure to approach God in
prayer (Rev. 5:8; 8:3-4). The stoppage of the burnt offering was the sign of the lack
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of dedication to the things of God and failure to recognise the inherent sinfulness of
man that requires God’s redemptive work (Lev.1; cp. Deut.6:5; Mk.12:28-34). All
of these steps showed the drastic path of decline that Ahaz had followed. It is vital
that we have a close relationship with God, that we read His Word daily and allow
it to influence our life, that we communicate back to God in prayer, and most
importantly that we give our all in His service in appreciation of the great mercy and
grace He has shown to us even though we don’t deserve it.
Because Israel had failed to recognise this, they had been punished (v.8). The
wrath (Hebrew qetseph, “a splinter, as chipped off in rage”) of God fell on them as
a natural consequence, and they were delivered to trouble (za‘avah, “agitation,
maltreatment”, cp. Deut.28:25), astonishment (shammah, “ruin”, cp.
Deut.28:28,37) and hissing (shereqah, “derision”). The theme of Yahweh’s wrath
poured out flows throughout the early message of Isaiah (Isa.5:25; 9:12,17,21;
10:4). Yahweh had promised that this would happen to Israel as a result of
disobedience, they simply hadn’t believed Him. As a result, some in Judah had been
taken captive (v.9), reference to when the Philistines invaded the land and took
captives (2Chron.28:15-18; see notes p.8). There had been shameful defeats in
battle, and the Assyrians had not helped, they had simply demanded high-born
people, some from the royal family, as hostages. Many of these were never to see
Jerusalem again. The evidence of God’s displeasure was before their very eyes
(v.9, quote from Isa.6:10), all they had to do was look. But what would they do about
it?
“Now I intend to make a covenant with Yahweh, the God of Israel, so that his
fierce anger will turn away from us. My sons, do not be negligent now, for
Yahweh has chosen you to stand before him and serve him, to minister before
him and to burn incense” (NIV, 2Chron.29:10-11).
The only thing that would save the nation from their present degradation, would be
if the people renewed their covenant with their God. Hezekiah was to lead the way,
but the priests and Levites would also need to show the people what to do by living
a more wholesome way of life themselves. This was a new covenant, one of the
heart (note how different to most kings the open Hezekiah was, Prov.25:3). It is
most likely that the covenant that Hezekiah was to make was the climax of his
rousing speech, but no detail of it is given. Isaiah, however, reveals what that
covenant was.
“Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make
an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David” (Isa.55:3). “I
Yahweh have called thee (my servant, v.1) in righteousness, and will hold
(“chazaq”) thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the
peoples, for a light of the Gentiles” (Isa.42:6). The context is highly valuable here.
Only two kings were called “my servant” by God, David and Hezekiah (cp. 2Chron.
32:16). Hezekiah was God’s “elect“ (v.2), or chosen, all his brothers bar one were
sacrificed to Molech and the other was slaughtered in the palace by Rezin and
Pekah. Miraculously, Hezekiah survived. His voice was heard in the east “street”
(v.3), by a small band of faithful, and he caused a “smoking flax” (v.3) to burst back
into flames.
Hezekiah was to become the covenant sacrifice, the one by whom the whole nation
would be saved, not by works but in God’s mercy. This was the covenant that
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Hezekiah and his faithful followers were to enter into, and were going to bring the
whole nation into so that they’d be in covenant relationship with God once again.
This was the thing that was “near (his) heart” (Roth). He looked upon his service as
something to be done in spirit and truth, not just out of duty because it was
commanded.
It was a great responsibility for which these Levites were being called. But in
speaking to them, he endeared them to himself as “sons” (though he was no doubt
the youngest of them all!). He wanted them to serve with him in love, not out of fear
before an austere king. Hezekiah did not want them to be negligent, literally “to be
misled” or “deceived”. Some in the nation claimed that their service before God had
led to their troubles, but clearly this was not so. It was because of their failure in
their service that they had suffered. It is our sin, not our service that causes our
problems in life.
Yahweh had chosen them to
“stand”, “serve and minister”
(covered in the same Hebrew word
meaning “to attend or contribute“)
before Him. They had to show the
way to a more wholesome way of life
an stand firm in that way. First
cleanse the temple from all the
foulness and defilement in it, smash
the pagan altar and place the brazen
altar on it‘s foundation stone again,
and replace the molten sea. They
themselves had to go through the
process
of
cleansing
and
sanctification so that they could
reinstitute the rituals of the Temple as David had originally appointed. This was the
epitome of Hezekiah’s ideals, to be busy serving others by bringing them into the
covenant based on the sure mercies of the God of David, his father. The servants
of the Lord are not in this life for what they can get out of it, but what they can put
into it on behalf of their God and their brethren.

Figure 39 – The High Priest
ministered in the Temple

It would appear that after these stirring words, Hezekiah simply uttered a command
(cp. v.15) and the fourteen faithful men gathered around him immediately went to
work.

The Levites Who Went to Work
“Then these Levites set to work:
from the Kohathites (waiting, assembly),
Mahath (tough) son of Amasai (burden bearer) and Joel (Yah is God)
son of Amaziah (Yah helps);
from the Merarites (bitterness),
Kish (gift) son of Abdi (my servant) and Azariah (Yah has helped) son
of Jehallelel (God shines forth);
from the Gershonites (expelled),
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Joah (Yah is the brother) son of Zimmah (who has resolved) and Eden
(the delight) son of Joah (Yah who is the brother);
from the descendants of Elizaphan (God has hidden or treasured up),
Shimri (my protection) and Jeiel (God heals);
from the descendants of Asaph (he collected),
Zechariah (Yah remembered) and Mattaniah (gift of Yah);
from the descendants of Heman (right-handed or faithful),
Jehiel (Let him live, O God) and Shimei (my being heard);
from the descendants of Jeduthun (praise),
Shemaiah (Yahweh heard) and Uzziel (God is strength).”
(NIV, 2Chron.29:12-14; see Glossary of People for details on each person).

Figure 40 – Hezekiah
strengthened the hands
of the people

Of most significance is the fact that there
are seven groups of two who were the
leaders along with Hezekiah (i.e. 15 men).
This may be a partial fulfilment of Micah’s
words: “And this man shall be the peace,
when the Assyrian shall come into our
land: and when he shall tread in our
palaces, then we shall raise against him
seven shepherds, and eight principal men
(literally “anointed ones” - 15 men)” (Micah
5:5). The peculiar construction of the last
phrase is used in Ecc.11:2 of an
overabundance, i.e. enough and more
than enough will be raised against Assyria. It would not be the great army of Israel
that would save the nation in the time of crisis, it would be the man of peace, the
faithful king himself, along with the seven groups of Levites who supported him in
his work in the Temple (making eight anointed ones). What better way could
Yahweh have used to teach the people that it was not by man’s might that they
could be saved but by trust in Him.

The Work Begins
“When they had assembled their brothers and consecrated themselves, they
went in to purify the Temple of Yahweh, as the king had ordered, following
the word of Yahweh. The priests went into the sanctuary of Yahweh to purify
it. They brought out into the courtyard of Yahweh’s Temple everything
unclean that they found in the temple of Yahweh. The Levites took it and
carried it out to the Kidron Valley” (NIV, 2Chron.29:15-16).
These men heard the call to re-dedication and acted on it. They set up a committee
of fourteen to organise the task upon them (vv.12-14) - two from each of the three
families of the tribe of Levi (Kohath, Merari, and Gershon), two from each of the
three sections of the temple choir and orchestra (sons of Asaph, Heman, and
Jeduthun), and two extra from the Kohathites because they carried the greatest
responsibility.
Their first work was to gather their brothers, the priests, to come to Hezekiah their
“father” (he was recognised for his maturity in spiritual things, even though at 25 he
was probably younger than them all), who was to them as the voice of God (as
Jesus would be the Word made flesh, Jn.1:14). The young king’s enthusiasm was
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highly infectious, and soon many of the Levites and some of the priests had joined
him in the Temple court. Unfortunately, the majority of the priests had been so
effected by the faithless high priest Urijah that they were not interested in supporting
the work (cp. v.34). His first command to them was to cleanse themselves.
This is an interesting thing, because to cleanse
themselves they would normally wash in the
water of the Molten Sea. Unfortunately, there
was no water there to wash themselves with.
Ahaz had emptied the huge laver, cut it from
it’s base and moved it to cover over the
foundation stone that the brazen altar had
stood on (cp. 2Kings 16:17). The base upon
which the laver rested was made up of twelve
oxen (1Kings 7:23-26). This symbolised that
the Word of God (the water of the laver) should
have been supported by all the tribes (the 12
oxen). Instead, Ahaz stopped the word of God and corrupted the nation, lowering
it to the earth. There were also ten other smaller lavers (5 on the south and 5 on
the north of the court), each supported by a cherubic chariot (1Kings 7:27-40). In
removing these bases (2Kings 16:17), Ahaz showed the true spiritual nature of
the nation, that the glory was gone, it had departed Israel (see the theme of the
glory in Ezek.1:28; 3:23 - it appears; 8:4; 9:3; 10:4,18-19; 11:22-23 - it departs;
39:21; 43:2-5; 44:4 - it returns). It was up to these Levites to restore the glory by
cleansing themselves. In replacing the molten sea and lavers to their rightful
positions, the Levites were restoring the position of God’s word in the nation and
the glory back to its pre-eminence once more.

Figure 41 – The Molten Sea

Once the priests and Levites were purified, it would seem appropriate that a new
High Priest was anointed to supervise the purification of the altar and the rest of the
Temple. Instead of the timid and sycophantic Urijah (2Kings 16:11; note: a
sycophant is one who seeks favour by flattering people of wealth or influence),
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah (Isa.22:20) was anointed as the true high priest.
Hezekiah’s joy at Eliakim’s anointing can be seen in the psalm of David he selected
to be one of the Songs of Degrees, which emphasises the unity that he wanted the
entire nation to feel, both north and south: “How good and pleasant it is when
brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running
down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his
robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there Yahweh
bestows his blessing, even life forevermore” (NIV, Psa. 133:1-3).
These words beautifully express Hezekiah’s desire that the remnants of the tribes
in the north would come down to Jerusalem (the dew of Hermon in the north falling
on Zion in the south), and be united in the true worship of Yahweh, led by the new
High Priest, symbolic of the head joined to the body (the oil lowing from the head
via the beard to the shoulders). All twelve tribes (symbolised by the 12 stones on
the breastplate) could be blessed as one by the new High Priest. This was
Hezekiah’s great dream. Isaiah had prophesied that the light of the south would
spring up in the Galilean darkness in the north, an area ravaged by the Assyrians
(Isa.9:2). Some did hearken Hezekiah’s call, but it was already too late for most. It
will finally become a reality at the return of the great High Priest after the order of
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Melchizedek, who will also reign as king, when they will be joined with him in a new
covenant (Ezek.37:16-17,19,22,24, 26).
The new High Priest anointed, the Levites and priests commenced the clean-up of
the Temple under his directions (along with Hezekiah‘s directions also – the two
joined as the antitypical Melchizedek king/priest). Having moved the molten sea
from the foundation stone, it would seem highly probable that they next shifted the
brazen altar back to it’s rightful place and overturned the pagan Assyrian altar,
especially considering the emphasis on the burnt offerings in this chapter
(2Chron.29:21-24, 32-35). Isaiah alludes to this in his twenty-eighth chapter, which
is connected to his eighth chapter that speaks of the foundation stone on which the
brazen altar sat and that was a rock of stumbling to Ahaz.
Isaiah 28
v.9
v.13
v.15
v.16

v.17

29:4

Isaiah 8

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he
make to understand?
...that they might go and fall
backward, and be broken and
snared, and taken.
Ye have said, We have made
a covenant with death.
I lay in Zion for a foundation
stone, a tried stone, a precious
corner stone, a sure foundation.

v.16

Bind up the testimony, seal
the law among my disciples

v.15

And many among them shall
stumble, and fall, and be
broken...snared...taken.
Say not ye, A confederacy.

The waters shall overflow the
hiding place… v.18 the overflowing scourge shall pass
through.
Thy voice shall be as one that
hath a familiar spirit out of the
ground.

v.7

v.12
v.14

v.19

And he shall be for a
sanctuary; but for a stone of
stumbling and for a rock of
offence.
The waters of the River,
strong and many… he shall
overflow and pass through,
he shall reach… the neck.
And when they shall say
unto you, Seek unto them
that have familiar spirits…

There is no doubt that these two prophecies speak of the same stone, for Peter and
Paul quote both prophecies together in the same context, actually intermingling
them, and applying them both to Christ (Rom.9:33; 1Pet.2:6,8).
The stone foundation was the original threshing floor of Araunah, to which the altar
of burnt offering was restored through the godly zeal of Hezekiah. It was a “sure
foundation”, “a tried stone”, “a precious corner”. People that trusted in what it
symbolised would not feel the need to flee the Assyrian invasion, instead they would
rely on God. It was the stone that the builders rejected, but became the head or
“chief” stone (Psa. 118:22, “stone“ is s.w. as Isa.28:16). The context of Psa.118, is
all about the Temple and the altar of Yahweh (Psa.118:19,20,26,27). In Matt.
21:42,44, Jesus himself identifies this stone with the stone of stumbling in Isa.8,
and equates both with himself (see also 1Pet.2:7,8).
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It was typical of the Rock of salvation that was Christ, and there
are many similarities between what happened in the times of
Ahaz and Hezekiah with what occurred to the Lord. Jesus was
appointed as the true means of man’s reconciliation with God.
But the apostate nation (except the faithful remnant) would not
accept him. They thrust him aside, as Ahaz did with the altar
God had sanctified. And as Ahaz substituted an altar of his own
choice, so Jews and Gentiles alike have insisted on their own
forms of religion in preference to the appointments of God. Yet,
although the altar was removed to a place of obscurity, it was
not destroyed, and its existence and true function were still
testified by its rock foundation, now a rock of offence. Though
Jesus was rejected, he is still available as the true means of
approach to God for those of the faithful remnant who seek him
out. Ahaz covered the rock with the laver, and today the absent
Christ is associated with baptism for the cleansing of all who
would minister before God. The end of the type is Hezekiah’s
restoration, an apt picture of the bringing in of the Kingdom of
God, when he who the builders rejected will be acknowledged by all as the eternal
means of access to the Father. He is the sure foundation, the chief corner stone,
and in him the whole building fitly framed together will be a holy temple to the Lord.

Figure 42 – The Lord
Jesus Christ, the Rock
of Stumbling

The molten sea and the altar of burnt offering were now in their right place,
sanctified by Eliakim the High Priest, but the hardest part was yet to come. The
Passover was nigh, and the law’s requirement was: “there shall be no leaven found
in your houses” (Exod.12:19), which came to stand for any dirt or corruption. Now,
on the first day of the first month, it was the task of the priests and Levites to clean
out the filth of many years’ idolatries, to get the Temple completely re-consecrated
in time for the Passover.
All true reformation begins within and turns to externals and formalities later. So it
was that the priests started their work in the “inner part of the house of Yahweh to
cleanse it and brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the Temple of
Yahweh” (v.16). For men to approach God acceptably, they must
cleanse their hearts and minds first, then they can resolve the outer issues. God
looks upon the heart and is interested primarily in what motives someone to serve
Him, not how they look doing it. Therefore, honest self-examination is vital, though
it is difficult. It is easy to justify self and leave the inner recesses full of filth. True
believers must upon up all doors to their king and be brutally honest with themselves
to remove all rubbish.
Much of the rubbish and filth had probably been made by the Assyrian garrison that
Tiglath-pileser had forced Ahaz to allow to stay in the Temple (2Chron.28:21;
2Kings 16:18). But now Tiglath-pileser was dead, as was Shalmaneser V, who died
at the siege of Samaria. Sargon II had inherited an empire which included numerous
vassal states that were restless under Assyrian dominion. The whole of his reign
became a series of wars designed to re-assert his challenged authority. Judah,
being so far away, was not high on Sargon’s hit list, and this ensured a period of
tolerable tranquillity. Hezekiah, angry at the Assyrian presence and the idolatrous
worship they established in the Temple, seized the opportunity to throw the garrison
out of the Temple.
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This event may be referred to in one of the Asaph psalms that seems to be of the
Hezekiah period: “Lift up thine eyes unto...all that the enemy hath done wickedly in
the sanctuary. Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations: they set up
their ensigns for signs… now they break down the carved work thereof at once with
axes and hammers. They have defiled the dwelling place of thy name even to the
ground” (Psa.74:3-7).
Other passages also seem to refer to this throwing out of the Assyrian garrison from
the Temple area: “The remnant of the house of Israel and such as are escaped of
the house of Judah shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall
stay upon Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel, in truth” (Isa.10:20). “O Jerusalem, the
holy city, henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the
unclean” (Isa. 52:1). “Then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no stranger
pass through her any more” (Joel 3:17).
The rubbish was collected up and carried
“out abroad into the brook Kidron” (v.16; cp.
30:14). Just as Moses ground the golden
calf to dust and cast it “into the brook that
descended out of the mount” from the
smitten rock (Deut.9:21), so also now the
brook that descended from the mount of the
Lord carried away the tokens of the sins of
the people. It was here that Asa removed
his mother’s idol and burnt the grove
(2Chron. 15:16), and where Josiah
destroyed the vessels of Baal which he
removed from the Temple and all the altars
and images scattered throughout the land
(2Kings 23:4-12).
Figure 43 – Junction of the
Kidron and Hinnom Valleys

This place was probably at the junction of the Hinnom and Kidron valleys, the very
place where Molech had been set up by Ahaz. At the very place of the abomination,
in the seat of Molech’s territory, they destroyed all the filthiness. There can be little
doubt that Hezekiah was very painfully reminded of the fact that it was here that his
own father passed him through the fire to Molech. The evidence of that horrific event
was still etched in the scars that covered his body. But now, in total contrast, he
was seeing brothers united in the purpose of God, destroying the abomination at
the very seat of its power. In this there was a great foreshadowing of the Messiah.
In the record of John, Jesus worked to the glory of his father (17:4), and prayed for
his disciples that they too would be sanctified and cleansed (17:17-19). He then
went over the Kidron to a garden (18:1) where he wrested with sin in the seat of its
power, his own mind, and overcame. On the cross, the complete destruction of the
things of the flesh was clearly seen by all who looked upon the dreadful scene.
“They began the consecration on the first day of the first month, and by the
eighth day of the month they reached the portico of Yahweh. For eight more
days they consecrated the Temple of Yahweh itself, finishing on the sixteenth
day of the first month” (2Chron.29:17).
There must have been an awful lot of rubbish in a relatively small place, for it took
eight days to clean from the inner parts to the vestibule or porch. It then took another
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eight days to clean up the rubbish in the courts surrounding the Temple proper. It
is easy to imagine the rising agitation of the young king as the time for Passover,
the fourteenth of the first month (Exod.12:6), drew nearer. However, the maturity
of the man is seen in the fact that he did not panic or rush the vital work of
sanctification. It would have been easy for him to have said that it was more
important to keep the feast and to have accepted a half-hearted effort at cleansing
the place of worship, so that they could go ahead with the Passover on time. But
Hezekiah realised that the inward cleansing was far more important than any
outward show of worship. Once the inner part is clean, the outer externals and
rituals will automatically be seen; if they are not, then the inner part was not
cleansed properly!
After sixteen days, two days late to keep the Passover, the work was complete. It’s
important to remember that, even though they were late, the work that they had
accomplished seemed only like a dream sixteen days earlier. For years upon years
no one had been able to do what they had done in sixteen days. The young king’s
enthusiasm had fired the hearts of the Levites and, despite the menial and
depressing nature of their labour, they stuck at their task diligently.
“Then they went in to King Hezekiah and reported: ‘We have purified the entire
Temple of Yahweh, the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils (KJV,
“vessels”), and the table for setting out the consecrated bread, with all its
articles (KJV, “vessels”). We have prepared and consecrated all the articles
that King Ahaz removed in his unfaithfulness while he was king. They are now
in front of Yahweh’s altar.’ ” (NIV, 2Chron.29:18-19).
It is interesting that of all the pieces of
furniture in the Temple only the altar of
burnt offering and the table of
shewbread are highlighted. The altar is
obvious because Ahaz had removed it
and the Levites had to restore it, but why
focus on the table of shewbread? The
record of Exodus 25 puts the ark of the
covenant (vv.1-22) and the table of
shewbread (vv.23-30) together. The
reason is very clear when it is realised
that the table of shewbread was made
out of the identical materials and to the
same pattern (though of slightly smaller dimensions) as the ark of the covenant
(Exod.25:10-12 cf. vv.23-26). In the Hebrew, the table of shewbread literally means
“the table of the bread of faces”. What faces? The cherubim that sat on top of the
ark of the covenant, just as the bread of faces sat on top of the table of shewbread.
So, while the ark was inaccessible behind the veil that only the High Priest could
enter into but once a year, there was an identical piece of furniture outside the veil.
In making the table of shewbread like unto the ark of the covenant, Yahweh was
making a very important point to those who would worship Him. God’s glorious
presence is inaccessible to mortal flesh, but He’s prepared to fellowship any person
who would eat of the bread of life in truth (Jn.6:47-51).
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On the table of shewbread stood twelve loaves in two sets of six. In this Yahweh
revealed His purpose, that Israel was to be the means whereby all flesh, both Jew
and Gentile, would be saved and would eventually be able to stand before God’s
face. But for Hezekiah they were another sign. While there were twelve loaves on
the table, only two tribes were left to worship. It was the young kings great aim to
regather the lost sheep of the north, those that were left after the Assyrian invasion
and captivity, and have them unite in the worship of Yahweh with their brothers in
the south. He wanted all twelve tribes to unite before their God, just as the twelve
loaves stood before the faces.
The Levites also mentioned the “vessels” three times, showing that they were all
accounted for. The “vessels” is a theme that runs through the writings of Ezra (the
books of Chronicles and Ezra):
•
•
•

1Chron.9:28,29; 18:8,10; 22:19; 23:26; 28:13;
2Chron.4:18,19; 5:5; 9:20(2x),24; 15:18; 24:14(3x); 25:24; 28:24(2x);
29:18(2x),19; 36:7,10,18,19;
Ezra 1:6,7,10,11; 5:14,15; 6:5; 7:19; 8:25,26,27,28,30,33.

In the times of Ezra, the vessels were committed to Zerrubabel and Joshua to take
them to the House of God (Ezra 1:6-11; 8:25-29), and every vessel had to be
answered for (Ezra 8:33-34).
Vessels represent people in God‘s service (2Tim.2:20-21). Their value is in their
ability to contain things; empty vessels only make noise. God’s truth today is seen
in earthen vessels (2Cor.4:7), and while women are more fragile vessels their
contents are the same (1Pet.3:7). Ahaz “cast” the vessels away, a word that means
to stink or be rancid, because he did not recognise their value in God‘s service (cp.
2Chron.28:24). Ahaz couldn’t care less for the people of God, the humble vessels
that manifested God’s glory. It was left up to Hezekiah to regather them, the lost
sheep of Israel, just as the Good Shepherd whom he typed would do in the future.
It is easy to despise the smaller or weaker vessels, but the attitude of true
worshippers is to look out and care for the weak and gather them back to the fold.
This is God’s attitude: “And they shall bring all your brethren (those who slew their
Messiah) for an offering unto Yahweh… as the children of Israel bring an offering in
a clean vessel into the house of Yahweh” (Isa.66:20). In the end, all the vessels will
finally find rest in the Temple of the future (Isa.22:22-24), and every one will reflect
holiness to Yahweh (Zech.14:20-21).
Another indication of the great maturity of the king was that he encouraged his
followers to recognise the failures of the past, even the perverseness of his own
father. They were not afraid to acknowledge before Hezekiah that it was his own
father who had cast away these things “in his transgression” (v.19). It is a very
valuable lesson to learn that the rebuke of a friend is of far greater value than the
flattery of an enemy (Prov.27:5-6). It is important to recognise one’s failings and be
willing to acknowledge them before others (cp. Jas.5:16).
At last the old order was re-established, and all was in readiness for the king to
open the hearts of his people to the way of God once more. Hezekiah lost no time
in doing his part to clean out the palace, just as the Levites had cleaned out the
Temple.
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The Offerings of Rededication
“Early the next morning King Hezekiah gathered the city officials together and
went up to the Temple of Yahweh” (NIV, 2Chron.29:20).
The king’s enthusiasm was evident to all, he rose up “early”
for the service of his God was the foremost thing on his mind.
His father, David, had the same attitude: “O God, thou art my
El, early will I seek for thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my
flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty (marg. “weary“) land,
where no water is; to see thy power and thy glory, so as I
have seen thee in the sanctuary” (Psa.63:1-2; cp.108:1-3).
Isaiah also recorded the spirit of the young king: “With my
soul have I desired thee in the night (lit. “morning“); yea, with
my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy
judgements are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will
learn righteousness” (Isa.26:9). Yahweh has promised that
“those that seek me early shall find me” (Prov.8:17).
The prophet Isaiah had berated the rulers of the city as “rebellious, and companions
of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: thy judge not the
fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them” (Isa.1:23). And
yet, here (v.20) the leaders go joyfully with the king to serve in the Temple, and later
with Hezekiah command the Levites to sing praise to Yahweh (v.30). What bring
about such a remarkable change? In 30:2 and 32:3 the record calls these rulers
“his (ie. Hezekiah‘s) princes”. There can be little doubt that, just as the Levites
cleaned out the Temple, Hezekiah spent sixteen days cleansing the palace from all
false rulers and replaced them with his own men loyal to himself and his God. This
is hinted at in Prov.25:4-5.

Figure 45 – Hezekiah
gathered his princes

These were probably the men that Hezekiah used to gather together the proverbs
found in Prov.25-29: “These are also the proverbs of Solomon, which the men of
Hezekiah king of Judah copied out” (Prov.25:1). The words “copied out” literally
mean “to set free”. It seems that Hezekiah found some obscure writings of Solomon
in the palace archives and got his men “to set them free” by recording them for all
believers to be able to read. He obviously collected them together with the rest of
Proverbs, and so the complete Book of Proverbs has been preserved for all
posterity. Hezekiah clearly found the proverbs helpful in his own reign, however, it
was Prov.25-29 that he found particularly significant, and in this section there are
a number of connections to Hezekiah and his reign.
Prov. 25:2 Hezekiah’s guiding principle: “the glory of kings is to
search out the word”.
25:3 cp. Isa.7:11, Hezekiah could not understand how his
father could have refused a sign from God.
25:4-5 Hezekiah purged the palace in a “cabinet reshuffle”.
25:6-7 Many sought his favour but he was not interested in
sycophants. The Lord quotes this in Lk.14:8-10.
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26:4-5 Rabshekah, the fool, was not answered, but then
God gave Hezekiah the right answer to speak.
27:1

Hezekiah was well one day, but the next was
consigned to death.

29:18 cp. 2Chron.28:19, Ahaz had made the people naked.
The new leaders were prepared to support Hezekiah in his quest to turn the people
back to Yahweh, and they went up with him to God’s House. It seems that a large
group of people followed their leaders to join in the rededication of the Temple also
(cp.v.23,28,31,32,36).
“They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven male lambs and seven male
goats as a sin offering for the kingdom (cp.v.23), for the sanctuary and for
Judah. The king commanded the priests, the descendants of Aaron, to offer
these on the altar of Yahweh. So they slaughtered the bulls, and the priests
took the blood and sprinkled it on the altar; next they slaughtered the rams
and sprinkled their blood on the altar; then they slaughtered the lambs and
sprinkled their blood on the altar” (NIV, 2Chron.29:21-22).
The law prescribed that only one bullock was required for the sins of a
priest (Lev.4:3), one bullock for the people (Lev.4:14), and one hegoat for a prince (Lev.4:23). It was similar on the day of atonement,
when the High Priest cleansed himself (Lev.16:6, a bullock), the people
(Lev. 16:15, a he-goat), and the sanctuary itself (Lev.16:16). Hezekiah,
however, saw that Judah’s apostasy as a result of his father’s influence
was so great that additional sacrifices were needed.

Figure 46 – Hezekiah
oversaw the offerings

More than this, it was Hezekiah’s intention to make a new covenant
(v.10), and seven is the covenant number (cp. Gen.9:9-17, seven times
the word “covenant” is mentioned and there are seven colours in the
rainbow). In sprinkling the altar with the blood of the seven bullocks, the
seven rams, and the seven lambs, Hezekiah was showing his
knowledge of the atonement. The altar had to be sanctified before the
offering could be made and a new covenant ratified. Before the brazen
altar was able to be used in the times of Moses, they had to sanctify it
for seven days, offering a bullock a day (hence, seven bullocks in all)
for a sin offering for atonement. Only then was the altar holy, and able to make
whatever touched it holy (Exod.29:36-37). In the same way, Jesus was cleansed
in his own sacrifice and was therefore able to become an offering for the sins of
others, and open the way for others to enter into the new covenant with his Father.
He offered seven bullocks, seven rams, and seven lambs for the sanctification of
the altar and as a burnt offering (note v.24), and seven he-goats to go on top of the
bullocks, rams and lambs as a sin offering. This had to be the order. Yahweh had
commanded Israel to offer “two lambs of the fear year day by day continually” to
make “a continual burnt offering” (Exod.29:38,42; cp. Num.28:3,4). The only way
that any offering could be made was if there was the continual burnt offering already
present. The altar had been out of use for many years during the reign of Ahaz, so
the first thing that had to be offered, now that the altar was sanctified, was a burnt
offering. Then all the other offerings would then be able to be offered acceptably
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before God. It is a pattern of life that must be observed in any service before God.
We must first have dedicated our whole life to Him (the burnt offering); forgiveness
of sins (the sin offering) is a fringe benefit that comes because of our dedication.
“The goats for the sin offering were brought before the king and the assembly,
and they laid their hands on them. The priests then slaughtered the goats and
presented their blood on the altar for a sin offering to atone for all Israel,
because the king had ordered the burnt offering and the sin offering for all
Israel” (NIV, 2Chron.29:23-24).
Once the altar had been sanctified by the blood of the seven bullocks, seven rams,
and seven lambs, and the continual burnt offering had been commenced, the he
goats were brought forward as sin offering for the kingdom (which could also be
read as “for the sin upon the kingdom“). The record emphasises that it was for all
Israel, and this was Hezekiah’s purpose to unite the remnant of the north with the
south.
Usually, it was the individual’s responsibility to slay the offering (Lev.4:24,33), and
the priest only slew the sacrifice on the Day of Atonement. It is interesting, then, to
note that Hezekiah commanded the priests to slay the offerings on this day (v.24),
even though the Day of Atonement was not for another six months. Obviously,
Hezekiah was endeavouring to capture the spirit of the Day of Atonement, to make
it a special national day of repentance in an effort to correct the wrongs of the past.
The nation needed a day of self-examination and contrition, to set them off on a
new way of life.
Seven times, the leaders were made to identify with the sacrifice by laying their
hands on each animal as it passed by them, to think closely on their sins and to
confess their faults. The hand in scripture symbolises power, and here was their
acknowledgment before God that they were powerless to save themselves and that
they needed His forgiveness and strength. By confessing sin, God is glorified
(Josh.7:19). The present age no longer recognises sin, in actual fact it promotes
sin as acceptable and right. True servants of God must not allow themselves to be
effected by such fleshly thinking. They must be ready and willing to confess their
sins to the honour of the Father.
The seven bullocks, seven rams, and seven lambs were already burning as a burnt
offering, an “olah” (from which we get the word “holocaust“; the equiv. Gk. word is
used in Mk.12:33 of serving God with all the heart, understanding, soul, and
strength) ascending completely to God in evidence of their dedication to him. Now
the seven he-goats were laid on top as a sin offering, symbolic of the nations
recognise that despite their desire to serve they would inevitably sin. Thus they
declared God’s righteousness, enabling God in turn to declare them to be right and
enter into covenant relationship with them. For years they had been bathed in sin,
but now they were cleansed by the blood of the sacrifice (cp.Jn.1:29; Rev.7:14).
Hezekiah himself felt as if he had emerged from the darkness of his father’s reign,
and at last the nation was reconciled to God. This was a cause for great rejoicing.
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“He stationed the Levites in the Temple of Yahweh with cymbals, harps and
lyres in the way prescribed by David and Gad the king’s seer and Nathan the
prophet; this was commanded by Yahweh through his prophets. So the
Levites stood ready with David’s instruments, and the priests with their
trumpets” (NIV, 2Chron.29:25-26).
The sacrifices and offerings for the cleansing of the altar and the
consecration of the priests were made, the offerings for the
people were presented, it was now time to give praise to God for
His mercy and goodness. Hezekiah copied the appointments of
his father David in setting the Levites in order (1Chron.15:16-22;
16:4-6,42. Note that this is the only place where the significant
roles of Gad and Nathan are mentioned). The instruments of
David and the trumpets, so long disused, were brought out and
the singers were organised. Once more the temple courts
resounded with the majestic echoes of the Levitical choir singing
the psalms of Asaph and David (cp.v.30).

Figure 47 – The musicians

It is important to understand what an accomplished young man
Hezekiah was. He was a man of wide interests and abilities. As
a psalmist and musician he rivalled his talented ancestor David,
and he took special care that the music of the praise of God was
adequate for this special day. It would seem that Hezekiah not
only organised the Book of Proverbs, but also the Book of Psalms
and wrote many of them himself. It has been suggested that it
was Hezekiah and his men who categorised them (e.g. Gittith,
Shoshannim, Alamoth, etc.). These titles “inform us, in an indirect way, that some
psalms were, so to speak, earmarked for one season of the year, and some for
another; some were for male voices and some for female; while several were
specified for use in the commemoration of great events in the history of Israel. They
go further: these words provide certain psalms with topical titles, whereby they could
be recalled in an instant, and with precision…” (Thirtle, p.7). It seems that it was the
job of the “Chief Musician” or the music superintendent (note 1Chron.23:4;
2Chron.2:2,18; 34:12; Ezra 3:8,9) to store these appropriately in the palace library,
and to select the most appropriate psalms for whatever occasion or event was
happening at the time. It appears that Hezekiah supervised a clean out and
restoration of these archives, so that the psalms that for so long had gone unused
could be heard again.
The Levites stood ready with their “instruments” (v.26), a word that means
prepared, completed or finished, and is the same word used for the weapons of a
warrior. The music of God is as much a weapon as a spear, for the word of God is
the sword of the spirit (Eph.6:17; Heb.4:12). They were called the instruments of
“musick” (1Chron.15:16), a word which literally means a song or singing, because
they complemented the voice of the singer. The instrument of singing stood for the
unity of the hearts of the people giving glory to God, because unless praise comes
from the heart it is worthless. In 2Chron.5:13, the singers were one with the
instruments, their whole heart, mind and soul were in their praise, to make one
“sound”, a word that means publish. The singers and the musicians published glad
tidings with a united voice (Isa.52:7,8).
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They used cymbals, psalteries, harps (v.25) and the priests used trumpets (v.26).
The cymbal, meaning to tingle or quiver, came in different
sizes ranging from castanet size through to large orchestraltype cymbals. In 1Chron. 15:19 all the singers had cymbals,
it was a universal instrument. They were made of brass, a
symbol of flesh, and a sign that God would accept the frailty
of human worship if it is offered in the right state of mind.
Without love, however, any use of the cymbals (i.e. praise to
God) was pointless (1Cor.13:1).
The psaltery, meaning skin bottle, was a ten stringed harp,
made of the rarest wood. This instrument is connected to
God’s truth (Psa.71:22) and righteousness (Amos 5:23-24
where “viol” is the s.w. as psaltery). Not only must the heart
be in our worship, it must be based on what is true and right.

Figure 48 – The Levites with instruments

The word “harp” (“kinnor” from which came the name “Chinnereth”, another name
for the Sea of Galilee) means a tremulous sound, from the vibration of the strings.
It was a larger instrument than the psaltery and made of cypress or pine wood. In
Isa.16:11 it is linked to the innermost thoughts and emotions of man, “my bowels
shall sound like an harp”. So David was called upon to soothe the inner turmoil of
Saul by playing the the mouth, understanding in the heart, and hearing the word in
one‘s ear. When Paul speaks of “singing and making melody in your heart to the
Lord”, he uses a word that means to pluck the strings like a harp (Eph.5:19-20; cp.
Col.3:16, “singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord“).
The trumpets were high-sounding instruments, named after their “quavering” note
(from a root meaning to surround and separate). They symbolised a joyful noise
(Psa.98:6). They were played when the whole congregation of Israel was to be
gathered on days of gladness, but also on solemn days. They were used to officially
ask for Yahweh’s attention on their sacrifices and for His remembrance in times of
trouble (Num. 10:2,9,10).
Music has the ability to touch the heart strings and can influence believers for good.
Whatever music is listened to, it must be music that can lift the heart to higher
thoughts and feelings. Hezekiah was able to use music to touch the people’s hearts
and to bring them into tune with God’s heart, just like his father David. Music will be
used in such ways again in the Kingdom of God (cp. Isa.26:1-4; 51:11; Rev.5:9;
14:3; 15:3).
The Psalms of Hezekiah
Probable Psalms of Hezekiah:
66, 67 (Sennacherib‘s invasion);
102 (Hezekiah‘s distress);
111-118 (Hallels);
119 (God‘s Law);
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120,121,123,125,126,128, 129,130, 132,134 (Songs of Degrees).
Possible Psalms of Hezekiah:
92 (Sabbath Psalm);
93 (God‘s majesty);
97 (God‘s glory);
99 (God’s reign);
100 (Call to the north).
“Hezekiah gave the order to sacrifice the burnt offering on the altar. As the
offering began, singing to Yahweh began also, accompanied by trumpets and
the instruments of David king of Israel. The whole assembly bowed in
worship, while the singers sang and the trumpeters played. All this continued
until the sacrifice of the burnt offering was completed. When the offerings
were finished, the king and everyone present with him knelt down and
worshipped. King Hezekiah and his officials ordered the Levites to praise
Yahweh with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. So they sang praises
with gladness and bowed their heads and worshipped” (NIV, 2Chron.29:2730).

Figure 49 – All the people
worshipped Yahweh

At a signal from the king, a single
burnt offering for himself and the
nation was slain and laid on top of
the sin offerings still smouldering
on the altar. As soon as the burnt
offering,
symbolising
their
dedication to God’s service,
began ascending to God in a
great column of smoke, the music of human voices and instruments could be heard.
Then as the fire of the offering burnt down, an eerie silence fell over the temple
courts. To the amazement of some, the young king and his princes came forward
(“present” lit. means to come forth, appear or exist) and prostrated themselves
before their God. Here was the greatest man in the land, at the height of his triumph,
showing others what his true position was, a mere servant. So did the Lord Jesus
Christ (Jn.13:1-5). The meek are those who are truly great.
As Hezekiah raised himself from the ground, he and his fellow officials called on the
Levites to sing the newly discovered psalms of David and Asaph. There are twelve
psalms of Asaph (Psa.50, 73-84), which speak of altars, priests, sanctuaries,
instruments, all key aspects of this very event. It’s easy to imagine them singing
Psa.50 while offering the sacrifices (note: Psa.50:1,4-5,7,8,14-16, unfortunately,
some were not faithful (cp. 2Chron.29:34); cp. Isa.1:2). As the people offered, they
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realised it was not the offering itself that was important, rather it was their heart-felt
praise that God wanted.
“Then Hezekiah said, ‘You have now dedicated yourselves to Yahweh. Come
and bring sacrifices and thank offerings to
the temple of Yahweh.’ So the assembly
brought sacrifices and thank offerings, and
all whose hearts were willing brought burnt
offerings. The number of burnt offerings the
assembly brought was seventy bulls, a
hundred rams and two hundred male lambs –
all of them for burnt offerings to Yahweh. The
animals consecrated as sacrifices amounted
to six hundred bulls and three thousand
sheep and goats” (NIV, 2Chron.29:31-33).
As silence fell for the second time, the kings voice
carried over the crowded court once more. They
had “consecrated” themselves, a word that literally means to fill the hands, and now
they were able to “come near” to show their appreciation for the fullness of God’s
blessings. They had come empty, praised their God and sought His forgiveness,
and left with their hands full! Yahweh encourages His followers to approach Him by
drawing near (note this theme in Isa.34:1; 41:1; 45:20; Jer.30:20-21). The priests
in the future who will draw nigh to God will be those who have been drawn to the
gospel of the Kingdom (Ezek.40:46; 44:15-16; 45:4; cp. Lk.10:9-11). But there is
a great warning that it is possible to draw nigh, and yet never actually get close to
God (Isa.29:13).

Figure 50 – The Levites
offered thousands of
animals

It is those who worship with a “free heart” or a generous disposition that please
God. These two words, “nadab” meaning to present spontaneously and “leb” the
heart as the centre of everything, are only found together again in Exod.25:2 of the
person who would give “willingly with his heart” an offering to Yahweh for the
building of the tabernacle. The word “nadab” (and it’s associated word “nedeb”) is
a key theme in the writings of Ezra and is primarily used in connection with preparing
for the building, and later reconstruction, of the Temple (1Chron.29:5,6,9,14,17,
note how Hezekiah bases his life on David again; Ezra 1:6; 3:5; 7:16; note also
“nedeb” in Ezra 7:13,15,16). It is little wonder that Paul uses this idea when he
exhorts the Corinthians to give generously to the Jerusalem Poor Fund to build up
the Temple of the Living God, the Ecclesia (2Cor.9:7, “God loves a cheerful giver”).
This free and willing spirit warmed Hezekiah’s heart and, like his father David,
caused him to feel great joy. It is sad to realise that the record inserts this comment,
not only praise those who gave freely, but to imply the reluctance of some to serve
their God. From the events later to be outworked, it is evident that several of the
princes, who appeared to worship so fervently behind the king on this occasion,
were hypocrites who simply went with the tide. They were to become a consistent
thorn in Hezekiah’s side, unsupportive of his policies, and the target of the anger of
the prophets (Isa.29:9-17; 30:1-3, 8-17; 31:1,6,7; 33:14; Micah 7:1-6; 3:8-12).
In the end, the king and his people offered around 4 000 animals on that joyous
occasion (burnt offering - 70 bulls, 100 rams, 200 lambs, cp. Lev. 1:3-13; peace
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offering (thanksgiving) - 600 bulls, 3000 sheep and goats, cp. Lev.3:1-17). This was
one of the greatest offerings since Solomon’s stupendous dedication of the Temple
(cp. 2Chron.7:4-5, at least 42 000 animals were offered). The burnt offering
reminded the people of their dedication to God, while the thank offerings here refer
to the thanksgiving (s.w. “todah”, an extension of the hand in adoration) type of
peace offering (Lev.7:12-15; cp. Psa.50:23, where “praise“ is “todah“;
Heb.13:15,16,20). The peace offering spoke to the offerer of fellowship with God,
while the particular thank offering reminded him that such a privilege required him
to show his complete adoration of Yahweh. The offerer had to extend the hand to
grasp hold of the fellowship being offered to him, and not let go. Used with the burnt
and peace offerings was the drink offering (Num.15:1-12), wine poured on the
sacrifices as a sign of the presence of God’s blessing and salvation (cp. Joel 2:14;
1:8-13; Psa.116:12-14 and link with Lk.22:20; Psa.16:4-5; Judges 9:13).
“The priests, however, were too few to skin all the burnt offerings; so their
kinsmen the Levites helped them until the task was finished and until other
priests had been consecrated, for the Levites had been more conscientious
in consecrating themselves than the priests had been. There were burnt
offerings in abundance, together with the fat of the fellowship (KJV “peace“)
offerings and the drink offerings that accompanied the burnt offerings. So the
service of the Temple of Yahweh was re-established. Hezekiah and all the
people rejoiced at what God had brought about for his people, because it was
done so quickly” (NIV, 2Chron.29:34-36).

Figure 51 – The Levites
slaughtering a bull
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The sacrifices were brought in huge numbers, and
since the faithful priests who shared in this religious
revival were so few, the precise instructions of the
Law were set aside in order that the urgent and more
important need – to let the people express their new
found fervour – might be promptly met. So the
Levites, shaming the backsliding priests with their
godly enthusiasm, took over and did the priestly work
of slaying and preparing the sacrifices.
Conscientiousness is a godly characteristic and
should be seen in all of God’s ministering servants.
Hezekiah was a very happy man that day. The great transformation from squalor
and neglect to sanctified worship and fervent devotion had been his great dream.
And the change had come about in less than three weeks! How was this possible?
Very simply, “God had prepared the people”, a word that means “to be erect, to set
up, to fix, to establish.” It was Yahweh Himself that had worked a miracle in the
midst of the nation. He had brought the people to a state of mind where they would
listen to the king and bring about a change in their life. When man works with God,
instead of against him, miracles happen. The effect of that united effort was sudden
and impressive. Hezekiah’s feelings are recorded in Psalm 122: “I was glad when
they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Yahweh. Our feet shall stand in thy
gates (lit. “courts“), O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact
together: wither the tribes go up, the tribes of Yahweh, unto the testimony of Israel,
to give thanks unto the name of Yahweh… For my brethren and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, Peace be within thee. Because of the house of Yahweh our God will
I seek thy good” (vv.1-4,8-9). This is the attitude of all true worshippers.
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Hezekiah had longed for that day: “I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to
mine eyelids, until I find out a place for Yahweh, an habitation for the mighty God of
Jacob. Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood. We will
go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool. Arise, O Yahweh, into thy
rest (it is easy to imagine the glory of God filling the Temple as the sacrifices were
offered on the altar)…” (Psa.132:4-8). And later, when Hezekiah could not get to
the Temple because of his terrible sickness, he remembered this day: “I had gone
with the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and
praise, with a multitude that kept holy day (possible reference to the Passover)”
(Psa.42:4).
The amazing thing is that all this was done at a time when Assyria was threatening
to come and destroy the whole nation. For Hezekiah, the revival of true worship was
of prime importance as the nation faced national extinction. It was the beginning of
a process which would result in tiny Judah surviving when her mighty enemy had
crumbled to dust. The irony is that Assyria, for all her power and sophistication
simply couldn’t see the relevance of it. What did she care for humble worship:
aggressiveness, pride, and greed were the important things to Assyria. The world
is the same, and it expects everyone to react to a crisis in terms of crisis. The
ecclesia can suffer from similar worldliness. When there is a financial crisis the first
thing thought about is money. Where there is a communication crisis the first
concern is to learn how to talk the language of the new generation. When there is
an ecclesial attendance crisis the chief aim is to get numbers up. If Hezekiah had
responded to a military threat in a military way, the Assyrians would have
understood that. Army would have been matched against army, with dire
consequences for Judah. But instead he first looked to God. Were he and his people
right with God? Was God’s Temple open, clean, glorious with offerings and praise?
The result was that when the invaders did reach Jerusalem the presence of God
filled it, and it was impregnable. If anyone has a crisis, the answer is to turn to God,
seek Him and His kingdom first, and all will be well (Matt.6:33).
The joy and desire of Hezekiah for the things of God is an example for all believers.
God is the focus of life, He is the most important part. He deserves conscientious
service and joyful worship. Hezekiah realised this in its fullness, so his next step
was to keep the Passover, despite the fact that the time had passed according to
the Law. But it was not enough to have Judah and Benjamin present; no, Hezekiah
had a vision of the kingdom united again, though he understood it could not be in
his time, but in the future age. He wanted to begin the process of reunification,
knowing that this was God’s ultimate aim with the nation (cp. Psa.133:1; Hos.12:6;
Isa.9:2). What better to unite the tribes than the very feast that commemorated the
nation’s coming out of Egypt, the Passover.
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“There Was Great Joy In Jerusalem”
Hezekiah’s Unique Passover
2Chronicles 30:1-27
In BC 722, seven years before the death of Ahaz, the 6th year of Hezekiah’s
co-regency (dating from BC 728), the northern kingdom was completely
overrun by the armies of Sargon II. His father Shalmaneser V, had begun
a drawn-out siege of the capital, Samaria, but had not lived to see the city
fall. The northern tribes were not consolidated as an Assyrian province, and
Sargon was too occupied in wars on his other borders to pay much attention
to them. After the cream of the population was deported, the territory
between Galilee and the Mediterranean was left a disorganised no-man’s
land. While the Assyrians didn’t control the area, no one else did either
since they too had felt the heat of the Assyrian fury.
When Hezekiah came to power in BC 715, seven years after the fall of
Samaria, he immediately saw the opportunity to bring the remaining people
(i.e., the common folk) of the Ten Tribes back to Yahweh, the God of their
fathers. An united Israel was his aim, not only to be better able to face the
Assyrian threat, but to be joined in service to the one true God of Israel. So
he quickly planned to get people from all tribes to join in a massive
Passover of thanksgiving and rededication. The fact that sacrifices had been offered
for “all Israel” (2Chron.29:24) at the rededication of the Temple clearly shows that
this was in Hezekiah’s mind from the very beginning. He wanted to reach out to the
remnant of the northern tribes.

Figure 52 – The fall of
Samaria to Sargon II

“Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote letters to Ephraim
and Manasseh, inviting them to come to the Temple of Yahweh in Jerusalem
and celebrate the Passover to Yahweh the God of Israel. The king and his
officials and the whole assembly in Jerusalem decided to celebrate the
Passover in the second month. They had not been able to celebrate it at the
regular time because not enough priests had consecrated themselves and the
people had not assembled in Jerusalem. The plan seemed right to both the
king and to the whole assembly (NIV, 2Chron.30:1-4).
Because it had taken slightly longer than expected (only two days longer) to cleanse
the Temple, the Passover could not be kept according to the Law on the fourteenth
day of the first month, as no one was ready. Jeroboam had changed the times of
the feasts for his own purposes “in the month which he had devised in his own
heart” (1Kings 12:32-33). This was not Hezekiah’s reason for having the Passover
in the second month, however. In contrast to Jeroboam, Hezekiah was simply going
back to the original guidelines of the law. Yahweh had left a special “clause” in the
Law to allow “the little Passover” to take place a month later, if certain emergencies
prevented normal participation in the Passover (Num.9:10). This provision catered
for anyone “unclean” (through contact with a a corpse) or “afar off.” Not only were
they ceremonially “unclean” (v.3), they were spiritually “afar off.” In particular,
Hezekiah had in mind the remnant of Israel in the north who were literally “afar off”
and who needed time to gather themselves together with Judah in Jerusalem. In
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this, the great balance of Hezekiah’s character can be seen. He was concerned
with both outward, ritualistic cleansing as well as inward, spiritual cleansing. The
Passover could not be held till the priests were ritually cleansed (29:17; 30:3), yet
on the other hand he did not think it wrong to waive the rules on behalf of the many
visitors who travelled from the north provided their hearts were right with God
(vv.17-20). All Israel had been defiled by contact with the nations around them and
were afar off from God. It was Hezekiah’s desire to bring them back to Yahweh
again as a united nation.
Hezekiah was no dictator, and he was prepared to follow the good advice of
Prov.11:14, “in the multitude of counsellors there is safety”. Guided by God’s word
through the prophets Isaiah and Micah (note: 29:25; 30:12), Hezekiah and his
counsellors agreed to make use of the alternative Passover, and decided to take
whatever steps necessary to bring all twelve tribes together in Jerusalem for a
Passover in the second month.
So, he sent to all Israel and Judah. This was an incredible thing since Assyria had
already taken the northern tribes captive seven years earlier in BC 722, and only
some of the common people remained (note v.11, “divers” is Heb. enosh, weak,
sickly people). In fact, some of the faithful in the north had fled to the south when
Assyria had come against the northern tribes. Yet, even now, there was a feeling of
enmity between those in the north and south. Perhaps, some of those left in the
north blamed Judah for not coming to their aid when the northern army came
against them. Hezekiah wanted to overcome that enmity, much like Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat was a faithful king (17:1-4), but he tried to unite the tribes on his own
terms to begin with. He tried a union by swapping brides with Ahab in a “contract
affinity by marriage” (18:1), which almost led to his own downfall. Jehoshaphat
almost lost his life when he supported Ahab in a battle against Syria (18:30-31),
because he went about helping in the wrong way (19:1-2). He tried to bring unity
through marriage and commerce, when true unity can only be achieved on God’s
terms. When he realised this, Jehoshaphat went out again in the right way and
brought the Israel back to Yahweh, the God of their fathers (19:4).
This was what Hezekiah now tried to do, to bring Israel back to God on God’s terms.
He could have said that it was pointless to try since God had already judged them.
But he had already been effected by the prophecy of Hosea, the northern prophet,
given years earlier while he was only a boy. Hosea, whose name means “salvation”,
prophesied for almost 50 years (Hos.1:1) in a remarkable living statement of
Yahweh’s undying love for His people. The tragedy of Hosea’s own family was to
be worked out in Israel’s captivity, and yet Hezekiah recognised in the restoration
of Gomer to Hosea again the clear sign that Yahweh desired Israel to be restored
to Himself once more.
Twenty-two times in Hosea’s prophecy, God says to Israel, “Return to me!” It was
God’s desire to heal the nation and raise them up again (Hos.6:1,2; cp. Matt.9:1213,9), if they would turn to Him (Hos.12:6; 14:1,4). He only sent them into captivity
because He wanted to get them to turn to Him once more (Hos.11:8, Roth. ”mine
own heart turns against me, at once are kindled my compassions”, cp. Hos.2:19).
Hezekiah recognised his own role in part of this restoration, because he uses this
same word “turn” five times, and also the word “compassion” or Ruammah (2Chron.
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30:9), the name of Hosea’s child after the restitution of Jezreel (in contrast to Loruammah, “no mercy” or “no compassion”, Hos.1:6,11; 2:1,19).
Hezekiah learnt from the lessons of both Hosea and Jehoshaphat, so he extended
his hand to help by encouraging the remnant of Israel to come up to Jerusalem, the
place of spiritual strength. But only once he’d cleansed out his own house. This is
the best way to save that which is lost. The Lord revealed this in calling sinners to
repentance (Matt.9:9-13; 12:7, quoting Hos.6:1,6), instructing others in meekness
(2Tim.2:24-26).
In this way, Hezekiah revealed that his attitude was right. In fact, this “little”
Passover of Hezekiah’s was to become the symbol of not just Israel’s restoration
but of all mankind’s (Isa.25:6-9).
Hezekiah’s great desire for unity between the north and
south can be seen in Psalm 133: “How good and pleasant
it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious
oil poured on the head, running down on the beard,
running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of
his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on
Mount Zion. For there Yahweh bestows his blessing, even
life for evermore” (NIV, vv.1-3). What a magnificent
picture! The tribes in the north (Hermon) were to be joined
in unity to Judah in the south (Zion and the temple)
through the dew of the word of God, just as the head of
the high priest was connected to the body by the oil of
anointing (a type ultimately speaking of Christ and his ecclesia).

Figure 53 – Mount Hermon

How appropriate then that the new high priest had just been inducted into office (cp.
p.37). With this psalm in mind, Hezekiah had chosen to anoint Eliakim the son of
Hilkiah (Isa.22:20) as the new high priest instead of the timid and sycophantic Urijah
(2Kings 16:11). The anointing oil would have flowed over the shoulder ornaments
(Exod.28:7-12) and down onto the twelve stones set in the breastplate, symbolising
the uniting of the twelve tribes in the worship of Yahweh. This significance would
not have been lost on Hezekiah who wanted to do this very thing. So he recorded
Psa.122 as one of the songs of degrees: “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us
go up to the house of Yahweh’. Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem…
whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Yahweh, unto the testimony of Israel, to give
thanks unto the name of Yahweh” (vv.1-4). Isaiah also speaks of this in Isa.4:2-3:
“In that day shall the Branch of Yahweh be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of
the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel (cp.
2Chron. 30:6). And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion (i.e. in the
temple), and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone
that is written among the living in Jerusalem.”
“They decided to send a proclamation throughout Israel, from Beersheba to
Dan, calling the people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to
Yahweh, the God of Israel. It had not been celebrated in large numbers
according to what was written. At the king’s command, couriers (lit.
“runners”) went throughout Israel and Judah’s with letters from the king and
from his officials, which read:
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‘People of Israel, return to Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, that
he may return to you who are left, who have escaped from the hand of the
kings of Assyria. Do not be like your fathers and brothers, who were unfaithful
to Yahweh, the God of their fathers, so that he made them an object of
horror, as ye see. Do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were; submit to
Yahweh. Come to the sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever. Serve
Yahweh your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you. If you
return to Yahweh, then your brothers and your children will be shown
compassion by their captors and will come back to this land, for Yahweh your
God is gracious and compassionate. He will not turn his face from you if you
return to him’ ” (NIV, 2Chron.30:5-9).
Hezekiah and his wise counsellors “made the word to stand up” (v.5, literal
Hebrew). For too long it had been caused to lay down in the dust, trampled on by
Ahaz. Now it was to stand up, as a voice cried out to Israel in a moving appeal (like
one crying in a barren wilderness, Isa.40:3). It had been “a long time” (Roth.) since
a call to all Israel had been made to come to keep the feast of Passover.
To make sure that his message would reach the ears of all those left in the north,
Hezekiah sent couriers, or runners, to all Israel (v.6). This would have been a
frightening journey for these messengers, who must have been extremely
courageous men. Hezekiah had no jurisdiction in the north. Although Assyria did
not have an active force in the north, it was still very much enemy territory since the
northern tribes had been taken into captivity. Even some of those Israelites left were
antagonistic (cp. v.10). The king must have chosen his runners very carefully, men
that would not be easily dissuaded from their task and who would continue to
proclaim their message despite opposition.
Isaiah seems to refer to these runners in Isa.52:7: “How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that
bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation”. And this is in the context
of the Passover (Isa.52:11,12), and the blood of the Passover lamb (Isa.52:15;
53:7,10). And there would be a remnant who would return (s.w. as Isa.7:3; 10:21).

Figure 54 – Hosea and
Gomer

The message of the runners was very simple: Turn to God and He will turn to you!
This had been Hosea’s message to the north for 50 years, and even earlier Elijah
had used the same language to them (1Kings 18:36,37) and, as in Elijah’s time,
some listened and some didn‘t. It is interesting that the runners used almost the
identical phrasing to that of Hezekiah to the priests (v.7; cp. 2Chron.29:6). If they
would but “yield” to Yahweh and not turn their back on Him (stiff-necked means to
show the nape or back of the neck), He would accept them once more (v.8). This
is a word that means to “extend the hand in supplication”. Their God simply wanted
their acknowledgement of their weakness and that they needed His saving grace
and He would lead them back to His sanctuary, the place of His holiness, sanctity,
sobriety, goodness and truth. This was what the Passover was all about, the
passing from one master (in Egypt and sin) to another (God and righteousness; cp.
Rom.6:12-13,16-18).
In so turning to their God again, they would find compassion (Ruhamah, “mercy”;
cp. Hos.1:6-2:1). So Psa.106:45-46 says: “And he remembered for them his
covenant, and repented according to the multitude of his mercies. He made them
to be pitied of all those that carried them captives”. See Jer.29:12-14. God gives
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guarantees to those who truly turn, He is gracious and merciful. All that we can do
in life is to trust our God, that “He is faithful and just to forgive our transgressions”
(1Jn.1:9).
“The couriers went from town to town in Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as
Zebulun, but the people scorned and ridiculed them. Nevertheless, some men
of Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun humbled themselves and went to
Jerusalem. Also in Judah the hand of God was on the people to give them
unity of mind to carry out what the king and his officials had ordered,
following the word of Yahweh” (NIV, 2Chron.30:10-12).
As so often happens, the response to God’s word was divided. Some mocked,
and some hearkened. The word “mocked” means to mimic another, to stammer or
stutter. As the runners tried to proclaim the message, scorners would mimic them
in a stutter to make those listening laugh. In so doing they despised the word of
God, and rejected the offer of salvation extended to them. However, the poor
attitude of some did not deter the runners from continuing to deliver their message.
Trial and distress should never stop the faithful from endeavouring to fulfil their
work (cp. 1Pet.3:14-17), for who knows who may end up changing and listening to
the word of life.
Due to the perseverance of the runners, “divers” people of the tribes of Asher,
Manasseh and Zebulun, as well as Issachar and Ephraim (v.18), hearkened to the
call. In the Hebrew the word is “enosh”, weak, sickly people. So often it is the poor,
the weak, the hungry, the fatherless and the widow who are moved by the Divine
message. They knew their plight, their weakness, and they “humbled” themselves,
or “bowed the knee” before their God realising that He alone could save them. It
was this type of person that the Lord Jesus Christ came to save, because they
would listen to him (Matt.9:9-13).

Figure 55 – The messengers
take out Hezekiah’s call to
come south for the Passover

It is also highly significant that these tribes were all in the region of Galilee. They
had been battered by wave after wave of Assyrian troops charging over the Golan
Heights, and ultimately many people of the tribes had been taken captive in BC 722.
The blackness for those left behind, as a result of the Assyrian captivity, was
prophesied of by Isaiah: “Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land;
when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse
their king and their God. Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress
and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into outer darkness” (NIV,
Isa.8:21-22).
So it was that the call of the southern king for them to return to the worship of
Yahweh was met with scorn or skepticism by some. But for others in Galilee it was
as if a light of hope shone in their lives again. After his initial picture of gloom, Isaiah
immediately goes on to say: “Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those
who were in distress. In the past he humbled (different word but note connection to
2Chron.30:11) the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will
honour Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan – The people
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow
of death a light has dawned” (NIV, Isa.9:1-2). In the end a remnant was found in
Galilee of the Gentiles, and heeding the message they travelled south to join their
brethren in the true worship of Yahweh.
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God never forgot their response, and it was to this very region that He first sent His
son to spread the gospel message once again. In the times of Hezekiah, the great
prototype of Messiah, though the region was humbled by the Assyrian invasion
some listened to his call, so in the time of the antitype, the Lord Jesus Christ, Galilee
was brought into honour. They were the first to hear the gospel, the Lord’s closest
disciples all came from here, and more miracles were wrought here than anywhere
else. It is significant to note that these tribes had a history of response in times of
crises.
So Matthew wrote that Jesus “departed into Galilee; and leaving Jerusalem, he
came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of
Zabulon and Nephthalim: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the
sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; the people which sat in darkness saw
great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung
up” (Matt.4:12-16). It was in humility that these came to unite with Judah once more.
In Judah, the prophets Isaiah and Micah were at work as “the hand of Elohim”
(v.12), a phrase used of prophetic ministration (note Ezekiel). These prophets went
out “as the word of Yahweh” (literal Hebrew) and backed up the king’s command
as the divine messengers. Their ministrations brought those in the south, some of
whom at first had gone unaffected by Hezekiah’s reforming zeal, together with the
remnant who filtered down from the north, and gave “them one heart”. This was the
first time that this had happened since David was coroneted in Hebron (1Chron.
12:38), a time when “all Israel were of one heart”. Truly Hezekiah was the son of
David, the first king to unite all Israel in the worship of the true God since the original
division under Rehoboam. This was a time of great joy, and a huge assembly met
together in the Temple for the “little” Passover that became known as the greatest
since the days of Solomon (v.26).
“A very large crowd of people assembled in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast
of Unleavened Bread in the second month. They removed the altars in
Jerusalem and cleared away the incense altars and threw them into the
Kidron Valley” (NIV, 2Chron.30:13-14).

Figure 56 – Destroying pagan
altars in Jerusalem
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What joy Hezekiah must have felt as he saw so many united
together in the worship of Yahweh. The sons of Korah appear to
have captured his feelings in Psa.42:4: “When I remember these
things, I pour out my soul in me; for I had gone with the multitude,
I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and
praise, with a multitude that kept holy day”. There can be little
doubt that the size of the crowd would have been much greater
had all Israel been able to gather, but considering that much of
the north was in captivity and many of those left felt great
animosity towards those in the south, it was as good a turn out
as could be expected. Certainly, when the dark days of Ahaz’s
reign were brought to mind, it was a wondrous crowd indeed.
The last time that phrases of magnitude like this were used was
in the time of Solomon (2Chron.7:8-9).
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This would not have been an easy thing for those who came from the north to do.
The trip down south would have been most difficult. If the messengers from the
south were laughed to scorn, imagine how the common folk who heeded the call to
go to Jerusalem were treated. This was a very brave thing to do, to leave everything
behind to visit a Temple they’d never seen before; a place that some of them had
tried to destroy in the war with the south, only twenty years before.
How Hezekiah rejoiced in the unity of such diversity! “How good and pleasant it is
when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head,
running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar
of his robes. It were as if the dew of Hermon (in the north) were falling on Mount
Zion (in the south). For there Yahweh bestows his blessing, even life forevermore”
(NIV, Psa.133).
In speaking of this feast, it is interesting to note that it is not called Passover as on
previous occasions (vv.1,2,5), but rather the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The
reason for this can clearly be seen from the context of v.14, cleansing Jerusalem of
defilement. The Feast of Unleavened Bread (Exod.13:6-9) emphasised that no
leaven was to be eaten or even found in their houses. Paul tells us that leaven
represents malice and wickedness (1Cor.5:6-8) that can easily spread and corrupt
others (Gal.5:9). In the same language, the Lord Jesus himself warned his disciples
not to be corrupted from the truth (Mk.8:15; cp. Lk.12:1; Matt.16:6,11,12).
The Feast of Unleavened Bread also emphasised the personal responsibility each
person had, considering what God had done for them personally. Every time
someone put their hand to their mouth to eat unleavened bread, it was a sign of
what God had done for them in saving them. Therefore, His word had to be in their
mouth to explain to their children the marvelous acts of God. So during this feast
in Hezekiah’s day, when they ate, the knowledge of God was heard plainly spoken
from the mouth of the king and the Levites (v.22).
Being effected personally, the people contributed to cleaning out the leaven by
destroying all the idolatrous altars for sacrifice and incense in Jerusalem (cp.
2Kings 16:10-16). Like Moses in destroying the golden calf, the people broke up
the altars and threw the pieces into the brook Kidron, the very place where Ahaz
had allowed Molech to reign, but which now was nothing but a rubbish dump.

Figure 57 – Unleavened bread

“They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the second
month. The priests and the Levites were ashamed and consecrated
themselves and brought burnt offerings to the Temple of Yahweh. Then they
took up their regular positions as prescribed in the Law of Moses the man of
God. The priests sprinkled the blood handed to them by the Levites” (NIV,
2Chron.30:15-16).
The people’s vigorous cleansing activities had an incredible effect on many of the
priests who, in their apathy, had failed to heed the call of Hezekiah to service. They
had not bothered to sanctify themselves or get prepared, but on seeing the
enthusiasm of the people they were ashamed and realised their responsibility.
What an amazing thing! These priests had not responded to Hezekiah’s speech,
nor the work of the fourteen Levites, nor the rejoicing in Jerusalem at the re-opening
of the Temple, nor to the message of the runners who called everyone to the
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Passover. But when they saw the willingness of the common people, they were
moved to do something about their position. What a lesson in the power of example!
It is sincerity and genuineness that can move people, and in being open and honest
in our desire to serve God we can zealously effect others for good. So at the end of
his commentary on not having the leaven of malice and wickedness within us, Paul
says that we should keep our Passover “with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth” (1Cor.5:8).
So, after these priests offered the burnt offering for their
sanctification (cp. Lev.8:18-30), the sanctified priests
slaughtered the lambs at the appointed time between the
time of the evening sacrifice and sunset (Exod.12:6 “the
two evenings”; cf. Matt.14:15,23). The fact that they did
so in the second month (and not the first) was a reminder
to them of the fact that God always intended Israel to
hold onto the spirit and intention of the law in sincerity
and truth, rather than in its ritual.

Figure 58 – The Levites stood
to slaughter the lambs

Now these newly sanctified priests “stood” in their proper
places (v.16), for Hezekiah had every last detail planned.
The same word is used in Dan.8:18, “to set upright”, of Daniel’s symbolic death and
resurrection. The word “manner” in the KJV is the Heb. mishpat, according to
judgement or justice. These priests now ministered in the spirit of a new resurrected
way of life in a spirit of justice! But remember, this change was commenced by the
positive example of others living the truth!
It is interesting to note the emphasis on the “sprinkling” of the blood in this record
(vv.16; 29:22), whereas under the law the sprinkling of the blood was one of the
least important things. The emphasis here was encouraged by Hezekiah because
he saw the need to convince the people of their sin and how short they had fallen
of the grace of God. The people had gone through decline, and now that they had
returned back to God, Hezekiah wanted to emphasise to them their need for
forgiveness. The principle of sprinkling became very important in the thinking of the
first century ecclesia, and especially in the mind of Paul, for the very same reason
(cp. Heb.10:22; 12:24; 1Pet.1:2).
The last phrase of v.16 is a very interesting one: “the priests sprinkled the blood,
which they received at the hand of the Levites”. Under the law, it was not the Levites
who took the blood to the priests, but rather the head of the family. This irregularity
is explained in v.17.
“Since many in the crowd had not consecrated themselves, the Levites had
to kill the Passover lambs for all those who were not ceremonially clean and
could not consecrate their lambs to Yahweh. Although most of the many
people who came from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun had not
purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover, contrary to what was written.
But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May Yahweh, who is good, pardon
everyone who sets his heart on seeking God – Yahweh, the God of his fathers
– even if he is not clean according to the rules of the sanctuary.” And Yahweh
heard Hezekiah and healed the people” (NIV, 2Chron.30:17-20).
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By the time of Christ, Judaism had corrupted the true intent and only the priest did
this job of ritual sacrifice, but under the Passover law, the father was the head of
the family and acted as the priest in slaying the lamb. Unfortunately, at this time the
people coming from the north had travelled large distances and had not had time to
purify themselves. Under the law, they were unclean and, therefore, unable to
partake of the Passover. So here were several individuals and small family groups
from the north unable to keep the Passover, even though they had travelled so far
with the spirit of the law in their hearts.
Under the Passover law, however, it was the responsibility of families to invite those
without family, or even smaller families, to eat with them if their lamb was to big for
them to eat themselves (Exod.12:4). At the time of Passover, families were
commanded to join together in a communal meal, as Psa.68:6 said, “God setteth
the solitary in families: he bringeth out those which are bound with chains…”
In the spirit of the Passover, therefore, the
Levites gathered together smaller family groups
as one, took on the role as head of the family and
sacrificed for them, so that they could join in the
feast despite their uncleanness. Having
sacrificed the animal, these Levites took the
blood to the priests as the head of their
communal group. When Hezekiah heard that this
was what they were doing, his heart overflowed
and he “spoke encouragingly to all the Levites”
(NIV, v.22). This was the spirit of unity and care
for one another that he wanted to capture in the
nation. The lesson is clear for all who would serve Yahweh, look beyond your own
families to help others to live the truth. Unite together that your hearts might be one
to the glory of God. And this, despite ritualistic uncleanness.

Figure 59 – The Levites taught
smaller family groups

Many of those from the north ate in this way. People of the tribe of Issachar in
particular, not mentioned in earlier verses, must have made last minute decisions
to attend. The valley of Jezreel ran right through the middle of Issachar’s territory
and so how appropriate that Hosea would prophesy: “Yet the Israelites will be like
the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place
where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the
living God.’ The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they
will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of
Jezreel” (NIV, Hos.1:10-11).
Previously, Hezekiah had promised that if the people returned to God, He would
return to them (v.9), and now was the perfect opportunity to show that God meant
what He said, that God would turn to those who turned to Him. So Hezekiah prayed
for them that “Yahweh, who is good, pardon everyone who sets his heart on seeking
God” (vv.18-19). It is amazing to note that in all these events in the Temple, Eliakim
the High Priest is not referred to. It is Hezekiah the king who consistently takes on
the predominant role of priest (cp. 29:21,24,25,27,30,31). He took on the king/priest
role (despite what happened to his great grandfather, Uzziah!), typical of Christ the
true High Priest after the order of Melchizedek. According to Isaiah, he “made
intercession for the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12).
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It appears that James had Hezekiah in mind when he said, “And the prayer offered
in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned,
he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed (same phrase used of God‘s response to
Hezekiah‘s prayer). The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” (NIV,
Jas.5:15-16). James goes on to give the example of Elijah’s ministry in the north
(vv.17-18), and in v.19 of one “converted”, which means to turn back, the very work
of Hezekiah. In v.20, James speaks of hiding a multitude of sins, and the word that
Hezekiah used, “pardon”, means to hide or cover. Hezekiah acted as a mediator
between God and man, and because of his work, many were “healed” and
pardoned. Our prayers can work effectively for others and we should never be afraid
to very personally mention people and their needs in our prayers. If we did this more
often, we would probably be very much less inclined to backbite and whisper
derisively of others behind their backs (note Gal.5:13-15).
There was a condition for this pardon, however. Forgiveness and healing would
only be for those who prepared their heart to seek God (v.19). The word “prepareth”
in the KJV means to set in order, and is used of aiming a weapon such as a bow
and arrow. It speaks of the discipline required to seek God. The word “seek” means
to trample with the feet, to frequent. This was a quality of Hezekiah himself (31:21),
and one that Isaiah picks up when he says, “Seek ye Yahweh while he may be
found, call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto Yahweh, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our God for he will abundantly pardon” (Isa.55:1-2,5-7).
Jeremiah refers to the example of the people in Hezekiah’s day as being a good
lesson for those who lived in captivity, “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when
ye shall search for me with all your heart” (Jer.29:13).
Because of Hezekiah’s prayer, Yahweh “healed” the people, a word that means to
sew back together. Again Isaiah speaks of the healing which God would extend to
His people: “I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore
comforts unto him and to all his mourners. I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace
to him that is afar off, and to him that is near, saith Yahweh; and I will heal him”
(Isa.57:18-19; cp. Jas.5:16). This is the same Hebrew word as is used in Lev.14
for the healing of leprosy. In Isa.6, the prophet is given a vision as a result of
Uzziah’s pride that resulted in him becoming leprous. At the end of that vision, Isaiah
is told that though he would speak to the people, they would not listen and so they
would not be healed (Isa.6:9-10). It is clear, therefore, that God’s willingness to
respond to us is connected with our willingness to listen to Him. If we listen intently
with a desire to understand, we will, and God will heal us. It is very much a matter
of intention and motive.
To appreciate the magnitude of what happened on this day, we need to remember
what happened to those who did not keep the letter of the law in the past. Think
about what happened to Nadab and Abihu (Lev.10:1-3; Num.3:4), the man who
picked up sticks on the Sabbath (Num.15:32-36), Korah, Dathan and Abiram
(Num.16:26-35), Moses (Num.20:7-12), Achan (Josh.7:20-26), Uzzah
(1Chron.13:7-11), Uzziah (2Chron.26:16-21), etc. In some cases, it took only one
slight infringement for a severe judgement to be passed. Yet, on the day of
Hezekiah’s Passover there was a whole host of irregularities overlooked.
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Firstly, strictly speaking the keeping of “the little Passover” was only for those defiled
by contact with the dead or for those who had been away on a journey at the normal
feast time (Num.9:10). Very few would have actually fitted into these criteria in
Hezekiah’s time, and yet the spirit of the law was successfully invoked. Secondly,
the people themselves were responsible for slaying the Passover lamb
(Exod.12:6), but since many were not ceremonially purified for the feast the Levites
did the job. Thirdly, most of the people ate while still unclean in opposition to what
was written in the law. Previously, when the children of Israel had done such things,
plague had broken out upon the people (Exod.30:12; Num.11:33; 14:37; 16:46).
Yet, when Hezekiah prayed for them, Yahweh heard and healed them. The two
great lessons that come out all of this are simple: “I will be sanctified in them that
come nigh me” (Lev.10:3), and “Yahweh seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh
on the outward appearance, but Yahweh looketh on the heart” (1Sam.16:7). Motive
and intention are all-important to God. Where things are difficult, let someone
express the spirit of God’s commands to the best of his ability, and God will
graciously accept him as if he kept the letter of the law. This was the same spirit in
which the Lord Jesus Christ instituted his Passover supper whereby his followers
remember him week by week. In the same way, though we be unclean, we can
keep his feast and be cleansed.
“The Israelites who were present in Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of
Unleavened Bread for seven days with great rejoicing, while the Levites and
priests sang to Yahweh every day, accompanied by Yahweh’s instruments of
praise. Hezekiah spake encouragingly to all the Levites, who showed good
understanding of the service of Yahweh. For the seven days they ate their
assigned portion and offered fellowship offerings and praised Yahweh, the
God of their fathers” (NIV, 2Chron.30:21-22).
The theme of great gladness and rejoicing purveys the whole of
this record (29:30,36; 30:21,23,25,26). Joy is the sign of true
worship. In fact, Joel says that where there is no joy in man’s
worship, God is absent and all is barren (Joel 1:12). Where one
is truly at one with God, there is joy and laughter, rejoicing and
happiness. This was the spirit with which David praised God at the
dedication of the Tabernacle when he placed the ark there: “O
Yahweh my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me…
Sing unto Yahweh, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the
remembrance of his holiness. For his anger endureth but a
moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but
joy cometh in the morning… Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing:
thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness; to the end that my
glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O Yahweh my God, I will give thanks
unto thee forever” (Psa.30: 2,4-5,11-12).

Figure 60 – The Levites
accompanied the praise with
instruments

For seven days, such rejoicing in hymns of praise with voice and “instruments of
strength” (Roth.) played “with all their might” (RSV, cp. 1Chron. 13:8), resounded
in the Temple courts. It must have been an immensely uplifting and spiritual
experience for all who were present, so much so that they decided to do it all again
for another seven days (v.23)!
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Hezekiah, himself, was very moved by the whole affair and spoke encouragingly to
the Levites to continue their good work (v.22). He “spoke to their heart” (Roth.) in
sincere, intense discussion. The importance of building up others with encouraging
words cannot be over emphasised (cp. Rom. 14:19; 15:2; 1Cor.14:5,12,26; Eph.
4:12,16,29; 1Thess.5:11). So much were their hearts at one with God that they
achieved true fellowship (the peace offering), something rarely accomplished under
the law. It was in this spirit of unity that the Levites in turn taught the people, as
Rotherham translates, “who were giving good instruction respecting Yahweh”. It is
easy to picture the Levites sitting with their family groups instructing them in the
things of God, and then in thanks, bowing their heads together in prayer to their
merciful Father. Truly “the priest’s lips should keep (guard) knowledge” (Mal.2:7).
“The whole assembly then agreed to celebrate the festival seven more days;
so for another seven days they celebrated joyfully. Hezekiah king of Judah
provided a thousand bulls and seven thousand sheep and goats for the
assembly, and the officials provided them with a thousand bulls and ten
thousand sheep and goats. A great number of the priests consecrated
themselves. The entire assembly of Judah rejoiced, along with the priests and
Levites and all who had assembled from Israel, including the aliens who had
come from Israel and those who lived in Judah. There was great joy in
Jerusalem, for since the days of Solomon son of David king of Israel there
had been nothing like this in Jerusalem” (NIV, 2Chron.30:23-26).
The point that immediately impresses us when we read these words is the complete
unity between all the people, their leaders, their priests and their king. All are at one
in their keen desire to serve Yahweh, the God of their fathers. There is no dissenting
voice, there is no sign of one rule for the people and another for the leaders, there
is no hypocrisy nor condescension.
This is how the ecclesia should be. In-fighting, ecclesial politics, schisms and
factions should have no part in our midst. We are set together in “family groups”,
commoners, priests, rulers, kings, etc., all alike, all for the same purpose. If we
showed such impartiality more often, we might achieve the same spirit of rejoicing
and fellowship as the people did in Hezekiah’s day. Instead of whingeing and
whining about the amount of studies or ecclesial activities, we’d be out there
supporting and edifying one another in love. We’d be studying the scriptures intently
every day and sharing what we’d found with one another in joy. We’d be quicker to
burst into songs of praise and communal prayer to our God.
Such a great experience was it, that the people did not want to disperse at the end
of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and unanimously they “agreed together” (RSV)
spontaneously to continue their “Bible School” for another week. This was precisely
what happened when the Temple was first dedicated in the reign of Solomon
(1Kings 8:65). This was not a mere austere duty they were fulfilling, but a joyous
week long fellowship meal interspersed with singing of hymns and spiritual songs,
bible reading and study, and sharing of feelings and experiences.
To help the wonderful spirit of this godly festival, the king and his princes donated
two thousand bulls and seventeen thousand sheep and goats. These provided food
for the people after being sanctified by dedication at the altar. Since the time of
Solomon, 175 years earlier, there had not been the like (v.26). It was certainly a
very long “drought”.
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Even Gentiles shared in the intense religious fervour of the occasion, not only from
Judah, but from those brought by the Assyrians to replace the thousands deported
from Israel in the north. All these were warmly welcomed to the religious celebration,
except for the actual eating of the Passover (for they had to be circumcised to eat,
Exod.12:48,49). So although Israel was not completely gathered, the Servant of
Yahweh was glorious in the eyes of God, becoming a light to the Gentiles
(Isa.49:5,6). Isaiah spoke of the wonder of this in Isa.56:6-7: “Also the sons of the
stranger, that join themselves to Yahweh, to serve him, and to love the name of
Yahweh, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it,
and taketh hold of my covenant; even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and
make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer
for all people.
Surely, this great feast typified the marriage supper of the Lamb yet to come, the
“second” Passover, when the Lord would drink anew with his brethren, both Jew
and Gentile, in the Father’s kingdom, when all would be united as one (cp.
Matt.26:26-29; Jn.17:21).
“The priests the Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for
their prayer reached heaven, his holy dwelling place” (NIV, 2Chron.30:27).
This was the language of Solomon, who asked that Yahweh would hearken and
forgive the people when they prayed to Him in the heavenlies
(2Chron.6:21,30,33,39). The Levites pronounced the Levitical blessing upon the
people (Num.6:23-27), and Yahweh carried out His promise. There is no doubt that
God hears our prayer and He will respond to us if we turn to Him in sincerity and
truth.
Isaiah recorded that “thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart
of the contrite ones” (Isa.57:15). So Micah likewise says, “Wherewith shall I come
before Yahweh, and bow myself before the high God?… He hath shown thee, O
man, what is good; and what doth Yahweh require of thee, but to do justly, and to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” or as the margin beautifully says,
“humble thyself to walk with God” (Micah 6:6-8).
It is man’s pride that elevates him above God. It is man that must get off his pedestal
to walk with God in humility. It is the contrite and lowly, the meek of the earth, that
God is prepared to walk with and dwell with. David could write, “The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise”
(Psa.51:17). With this attitude, the letter of the law is no longer important, because
such a one already keeps the law in its true spirit (cp. Rom.2:13-15). So it was with
Hezekiah and the great throng of Jews and Gentiles who, in true spirit of worship,
served the God of Israel in the great Passover feast typical of the Messiah yet to
come.

Hezekiah Who Trusted In Yahweh Study Notes G Shugg.docx 6/20/2019
4:18:00 PM

77

Hezekiah – The King Who Trusted In Yahweh

78

Hezekiah Who Trusted In Yahweh Study Notes G Shugg.docx 6/20/2019 4:18:00
PM

Hezekiah – The King Who Trusted In Yahweh

“He Removed The High Places”
Hezekiah Cleanses The Land
2Chron. 31:1; 2Kings 18:4
“When all this had ended, the Israelites who were there went to the towns of
Judah [headed by Hezekiah himself], smashed the sacred stones and cut
down the Asherah poles. They destroyed [and removed] the high places and
the altars throughout Judah and Benjamin and in Ephraim and Manasseh.
[“He broke into pieces the bronze snake that Moses had made, for up to that
time the Israelites had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan.)”
(NIV, 1Kings 18:4). “After they had destroyed all of them, the Israelites
returned to their own towns and to their own property” (NIV, 2Chron.31:1; with
reference to 1Kings 18:4).
As was the case with the cleansing and opening of the Temple, as well as the
Passover, when it came to cleansing the land itself Hezekiah did not resort to royal
decree to get it done (as happened ineffectually so often in the reigns of the kings).
He led by his own example (cp. 1Pet.3:1), and moved the people so powerfully
that they chose, of their own free will, to rid the land of all the idolatrous symbols
and practises which had previously been the focus of their worship. They were
brought to an understanding of what God really desired through Hezekiah’s work
in the Temple, and on the basis of that knowledge they felt compelled to act.
This is the way to bring about positive changes for good. Leaders have to lead in
deed as well as in word. It is no good commanding what should be done and then
sitting back and leaving people to cope with it themselves. Good leaders direct
through their own good example and bring people to the realisation of what is
required for themselves. This is what God wants of us, to serve Him in truth, not
simply because He commands it, but because we know that it’s the right and good
thing to do.

Figure 61 – Destroying the
Asherah poles

So in this spirit, Hezekiah and the people went out to cleanse the land, for while
Jerusalem itself had been cleansed of idolatry, the surrounding countryside was rife
with the tokens of idolatry and filthiness. Having enjoyed such spiritual highs as they
had for the past fourteen days, the people keenly felt the revulsion of all other forms
of abominable practices. On their return to their homes in Judah and those in the
north, the people went about overthrowing every evidence of false religion they
could find. And there was much to destroy (cp. Isa.43:23; 66:3) as under the
perverse rule of Ahaz the people had flocked to pagan spiritualism (Isa.8:19).
Hezekiah himself was the leading example as he “removed the high places, and
brake the images, and cut down the Asherah” (2Kings 18:4). The high places were
local centres of worship and, though not necessarily evil of themselves except for
distracting the true place of worship at the temple, had been dedicated to idolatry in
the time of Ahaz. The real problem was that the use of these high places came in
as a result of Israel copying the religious practises of the nations around them. The
pagan nations presumed that by worshipping in the high places, they were closer
to their gods and would more likely be heard of them therefore. Israel copied this
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practice, though it was condemned in the law. They sometimes worshipped on their
house-tops as a substitute for hills and mountains (Jer.19:13; 32:29; Zeph.1:5).
The “images” were columns or pillars built in memorial of a certain god and were
considered idols in themselves. These may have been the stone pillars that
represented Baal and were often erected at the high places next to the Asherah
poles.
The “groves” (KJV) refer to the Asherah poles (NIV), obscene objects devoted to
the worship of Asherah (meaning “the way to happiness“!) or Ashteroth. She was a
Caananite goddess known as the “Lady of the Sea”, the consort of Baal, a divine
courtesan. Her worship was completely sexual in nature. Her priests were male
harlots and worshippers had to engage in perverted sexual practices. She was
frequently represented as an unclothed woman sitting on a lion with a lily in one
hand and a serpent in the other. In some places her worship revolved not only
around sexual practices but also in the glorification of war and bloodshed. In some
carvings, she is pictured as wading through human gore up to her knees, exalting
sadistically as she butchers the young and old in horrific ways. She came to stand
for everything abhorrent to Yahweh. It is easy to understand, therefore, how
Hezekiah targeted her shrines as deserving the most thorough cleansing.

Figure 62 – The brazen serpent
became Nehushtan, a thing of
pagan worship

Hezekiah did not stop at the pagan symbols, he even turned to a highly respected
and historic Hebrew icon. The brazen serpent that Moses had made and set on a
standard in the wilderness (Num.21) was still in possession of the Israelites. Over
the years it had achieved a form of god status and was worshipped as an idol in its
own right. It was an excellent memorial, but became a symbol of apostacy when
worshipped. It was most probably Ahaz, a great collector of idolatrous symbols,
who had it brought to Jerusalem. Because of what this symbol had come to mean
to the people, Hezekiah had no reservations in destroying it. He called it
“Nehushtan”, meaning “that brass thing”, a word that sounds like the Hebrew for
“bronze“, “snake” and “unclean thing”. So something that originally directed people
to God and His salvation, now had become a symbol of the thinking of the serpent.
To Hezekiah, this was the greatest symbol of how something harmless can be
quickly turned into something dangerous. There was nothing to be done but to
destroy it. Small acts of thoughtlessness can turn true worshippers into idolators,
so we must take care in all our dealings in the truth.
While the enthused people thought that they had destroyed all relics of pagan
worship, it seems that they failed in their endeavours. Years later, during the reign
of Josiah, that faithful king had to destroy high places in Jerusalem that had been
in existence since Solomon’s time (2Kings 23:13; cp. 1Kings 11:7). Isaiah and
Micah both show that even after Hezekiah’s reformation, there was still more than
enough paganism entrenched in the people to rear its ugly head vigorously later on
(cp. Isa.1:29; 2:6-9; 48:1-8; 57:5-20; 65:2-7,11-16; 66:3-5,17; Micah 3:5-7, 11,12;
6:6-9).
However, despite the fact that the land was not completely cleansed, Hezekiah had
done a wonderful job considering the amount of idolatry introduced by Ahaz. The
land was now a much better place to live in and it was far easier to worship the God
of their fathers in truth. Because of the intention of his heart, Yahweh was with him
and he prospered in everything he did.
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“Israel Brought In Abundance The Firstfruits”
The Organisation Of The Priests
2Chronicles 31:2-19
Hezekiah’s initial reformation had been very rushed. Being a spiritual man, he
realised that God was the most important individual in his life and so cleaned and
repaired the Temple, God’s dwelling place. Next, being a man of broad vision, he
saw the need to unite all Israel around the Passover feast. But in all of these events
many things had been overlooked. It was now time to go back and establish all
aspects of the Temple service on firmer foundations, so that the newly restored
religious life of the nation would become an ongoing reality in practice.
Hezekiah knew that he had to organise altar offerings, the service of praise to
Yahweh, tithes and firstfruits, and the registration of the priests and Levites. On
reading through 2Chron.31 it becomes very evident that Hezekiah and his advisors,
through all their endeavours to bring the Temple service up to the highest possible
pitch of devotion and efficiency, took meticulous note of the organisation set out by
David (under the inspired guidance of Nathan and Gad, 1Chron.23,24; cp.
2Chron.29:25), and with constant reference to the Book of the Law. Hezekiah must
have given himself to Bible study with a zeal and thoroughness rarely matched, if
at all, amongst all the kings of Judah. His love of God’s law can clearly be seen in
Psa.119, which he most likely authored, a sustained prayer of thanksgiving for
God’s holy law.
“Hezekiah assigned the priests and Levites to divisions – each of them
according to their duties as priests or Levites – to offer burnt offerings and
fellowship offerings, to minister, to give thanks and to sing praises at the
gates of Yahweh’s dwelling. The king contributed from his own possessions
for the morning and evening burnt offerings and for the burnt offerings on the
Sabbaths, New Moons and appointed feasts as written in the Law of Yahweh”
(NIV, 2Chron.31:2-3).
At the Passover, the demand for Levites and priests had far exceeded the supply,
so every available Levite was almost continuously on duty. Those heady fourteen
days were now over and some semblance of decency and order was now required.
The men of the Temple were sorted out once again into the twenty-four courses
originally appointed by David, sixteen for the sons of Eleazar and eight for the sons
of Ithamar (1Chron.24:1-5). In the time of Christ, each course was on
duty at the sanctuary for two weeks in the year, but during the main
feasts all the Levites were available to help in the intensified activities
(note also Lk.1:8-9). It is most likely that this pattern was in use during
the time of Hezekiah also.
The reference to “the gates of the tents of Yahweh” (KJV), seems to
refer back to the encampment of Israel in the wilderness recorded in
Num.3&4. The word “machaneh” means an encampment, hence an
army, and is translated by Rotherham as “camps”. The NIV captures
the intent of the phrase, however, “the gates of Yahweh’s dwelling”. Figure 63 – The Encampment of Israel
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The tribes of Israel themselves were intended to be God’s dwelling place. Hezekiah
did not want the people to think that God’s glory was restricted to the Temple. He
wanted them to understand that God intended them all to be vessels for His glory
by developing characters like His own.
As always, Hezekiah led by example and provided for the daily and sabbath
offerings, as well as those special to the appointed feasts, himself (v.3). In this,
Hezekiah once more followed the example of his father David, contributing lavishly
from his own possessions (1Chron.29:3; cp. 2Chron.8:12-14). David and Solomon
worked on the blueprint of what the service should be like, Hezekiah’s intention was
to put it into practice despite the difficulties he faced. What a difference to the
majority of the kings, who Samuel said would tax the people mercilessly and take
their children, servants and animals for their own purposes (1Sam.8:10-18).
Hezekiah was an outstanding example of one who believed that “it is more blessed
to give than receive” (Acts 20:33-35).
The practical question, however, asked in the Chronicles record so often by Ezra,
is how one may know that a real spiritual work is going on in the hearts of God’s
people. The answer is always in how they respond in giving freely and willingly to
God’s service (see this theme in Ezra 1:4; 2:68-69; 3:5-6; 7:13,15-18; 8:28). The
real test of the people’s allegiance to Yahweh was whether or not they would happily
give out of their own pocket for others. Hezekiah was completely unprepared for the
outstanding response.
“He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests
and Levites so they could devote themselves to the Law of Yahweh. As soon
as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their
grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought
a great amount, a tithe of everything. The men of Israel and Judah who lived
in the towns of Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe
of the holy things dedicated to Yahweh their God, and they piled them in
heaps. They began doing this in the third month and finished in the seventh
month. When Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised
Yahweh and blessed his people Israel” (NIV, 2Chron.31:4-8).
Hezekiah asked the people to freely give tithes as commanded under the Law, so
that the priests and Levites might be untroubled by concern about personal
subsistence as so be free to give themselves (play on words, “hezekiah
themselves“) without stint to the study and teaching of the God’s word. Hezekiah
understood God’s principles in this. What costs little is often respected little; easy
come, easy go! So it is in so many aspects of life (cp. Lk.7:41-43,47). In ecclesial
life, it is often those in isolation, with little access to Bible activities, that are willing
to go to endless trouble in travel, effort and expense to make up for their lack. Those
with much often do not appreciate what they have. Personally, we do not always
understand what great blessings we have until they are taken away. So it was in
Hezekiah’s day, that those who had suffered for so long under the corrupt rule of
Ahaz were willing to pay freely for the privilege of having God’s word preserved in
the midst of the nation.
Hezekiah was taken aback by the way that his proclamation was heard not as an
irksome demand but as a welcome opportunity to be generous. The people’s
response was immediate and united (notice “the children of Israel” not just Judah),
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and they brought “in abundance” (v.5)! Yahweh had seen their change of attitude
towards Him and accordingly provided them with a bumper crop that was to
continue from the third to the seventh month (Sivan to Ethanim, cp. v.7), i.e. from
the Feast of Weeks to the Feast of Tabernacles.

Tithes Under the Law
The Levites did the work of the people for them in the service of the Sanctuary, so
the rule was that they had to pay a tenth for the service (Num.18:21). This was
probably an annual levy, but was only required to be paid every three years
(Deut.14:28; 26:12). It was given as “a heave offering” (i.e. something made over
to God as His own, Num.18:24). They were to surrender it as a symbol of their own
surrender to God, of their harvest (Lev.27:30) and cattle (Lev.27:31-33). This law
of tithing was intended to effect the people’s attitude as to how they treated others
(Deut.14:28-29), and this in turn would reveal their attitude to God. Their free giving
of the tithe was symbolic of their willingness to give their life in His service. So the
Divine command was: “Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite as
long as thou livest upon the earth” (Deut.12:19).
In the law, Yahweh had promised that if the people were obedient to Him then he
would bless them with children, cattle and crops in abundance (Deut.28:1-5,8,1214). This would become a positive cycle if they continued in their faithfulness by
handing back the firstfruits to God. The proverb says, “Honour Yahweh with your
wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to
overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine” (NIV, Prov.3:9-10). This
was the principle of growth in the first century ecclesia (Jas.1:18; 1Cor.16:15;
Rom.16:5; cp. Acts 1:15; 2:41,47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 8:4; 9:31; 11:19,21,24; 12:24;
13:48-49; 16:5; 17:4,12,34; 18:8; 19:18,20; 28:30-31; note 1Cor.15:20,23;
Rev.14:4).
The law of firstfruits (Exod.34:26; Deut.18:3-5) taught Israel that Yahweh required
the first and best of their labours. Note that four firstfruits are mentioned in
particular (corn, wine, oil and honey), and four is the number of God’s creative
works, especially His new creation. The firstfruits of the months from Sivan to
Ethanim were: wheat (Sivan), grapes, olives and summer fruits (Tammuz), dates
and summer figs (Elul). Clearly the crops for that year must have been enormous,
Hezekiah could not believe the huge surplus (“heaps” v.8) left over and above what
had already been used for the sanctuary and those that taught the people during
the previous four months. As well as the harvests, those close enough to Jerusalem
to do so drove herds of cattle and flocks of sheep to the Temple (v.6).

Figure 64 – The Cycle of
Firstfruits

And the people responded:
There poured into Jerusalem the firstfruits of wine, oil, honey, corn; the
tithes of the field; the freewill offerings of the people. Yahweh had
responded to the enthusiasm of the people by blessing their labours
so that they had abundance. It was obvious by the third month (v.7)
when the Feast of Harvest was celebrated, that Judah was to be
blessed with bumper crops. The firstfruits were brought in and stored
in stacks. By the time the seventh month arrived, and the fulness of
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the harvest was gathered in, it was seen how great was the
abundance. 8
The seventh month, Ethanim (or Tishri), was one of great importance in the worship
of Yahweh. On the first day, the Feast of Trumpets (the blowing of trumpets; cp.
Lev.23:24; Num.29:1) was celebrated. It was later called Rosh Hashannah (the
civil new year) after the second century AD. It was simply a memorial day when
they blew the trumpets and observed a sabbath rest (Lev.23:23-25; cp. Psa.81:34). These trumpet blasts symbolically called Yahweh’s attention to the great Day of
Atonement, Yom Kippur, which they were going to observe on the 10th day of the
month.

Figure 65 – The Feast of
Trumpets

The Day of Atonement was instituted by Yahweh to convince the people of their sin,
to encourage confession, and to provide a national covering. It was a day devoted
to fasting and repenting of one’s sins during the year (Lev.23:27,32; cp. Ezra 8:21).
On this day, the only day he was allowed to do so, the High Priest entered under
the veil into the Most Holy and sprinkled blood on the mercy seat, symbolic of the
work of Jesus Christ, the true High Priest, who would enter through the shedding of
his own blood into the heavenlies to minister on behalf of his brethren. Hezekiah no
doubt ensured that the nation took stock of their position four months after they had
commenced their new dedication to Yahweh, to remind them of their old ways of
life and to encourage them to maintain their new course.
Only five days later, on the 15th of Ethanim, was kept the Feast of Tabernacles,
Sukkoth. This day commemorates the coming of the children of Israel out of Egypt
when they dwelt in “booths” or temporary dwellings. In keeping this feast, the people
had to build and live in their own “booths” for seven days, rejoicing before Yahweh
with branches (Lev.23:33-43; Num.29:12-39). In a sabbatical year, the Law was to
be publicly read during Tabernacles (Deut.31:10-13). It is highly typical of the
kingdom age to come, when the surrounding nations will come up to Jerusalem
yearly to keep this very feast (Zech.14:16).
Of particular interest in the context of vv.5-8 is the fact that it was at the Feast of
Tabernacles that the people brought their tithes and offerings to the Temple, for
they were not to appear before Yahweh empty handed (Deut.16:16). So it was that
the great stock pile of tithes and free will offerings were assessed by Hezekiah in
the seventh month, undoubtedly at the feast of Tabernacles, which this particular
year must have been a stupendous feast of bounty. Note how David felt to a similar
response in his day (1Chron.29:17).
“Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps; and Azariah the
chief priest, from the family of Zadok, answered, “Since the people began to
bring their contributions to the temple of Yahweh, we have had enough to eat
and plenty to spare, because Yahweh has blessed his people, and this great
amount is left over.” Hezekiah gave orders to prepare storerooms in the
temple of Yahweh, and this was done” (NIV, 2Chron.31:9-11).

8
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Azariah (“Yah hath helped“) was probably not the priest of the same name
mentioned in 2Chron.26:17, over thirty years earlier. The scripture is careful not to
call him high priest but “chief” or “head” priest, in other words the one who helped
the high priest organise the ministrations of the priests. The high priest at this time,
of course, was Eliakim (see notes on pp.35-36; Isa.22:20; 36:3). It is interesting to
note, however, that Azariah was of the order of Zadok, reminiscent of the
Melchizedek priesthood.
These storehouses were possibly huge silos underground in the vast
caverns hewn out when Solomon’s Temple was erected. The great store that
they were making now was to be of great benefit in times to come. Although
he did not realise it at the time, Hezekiah was gathering in food that was later
to be used during the Assyrian siege of the city. This was reminiscent of
Joseph, who gathered in food during seven plentiful years so that people
would be able to eat during seven years of drought (Gen. 41:46-49, 54-57).
Not only were the priests and Levites provided for, they had huge mounds
of produce left over. That the huge storehouses could be totally filled with “this great
plenty” (Roth.) is a sign of the genuine sincerity and determination of the people.
They had brought the firstfruits, the tithes and ample freewill gifts. Such zeal can
accomplish wonders and leads to even greater things because Yahweh blesses
such efforts “for God loveth a cheerful giver” (2Cor.9:7).

Figure 66 – Joseph builds
the storehouses

“Then they faithfully brought in the contributions, tithes and dedicated gifts.
Conaniah, a Levite, was in charge of these things, and his brother Shimei was
next in rank. Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel,
Ismakiah, Mahath and Benaiah were supervisors under Conaniah and Shimei
his brother, by appointment of King Hezekiah and Azariah the official in
charge of the temple of God. Kore son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the East
Gate, was in charge of the freewill offerings given to God, distributing the
contributions made to Yahweh and also the consecrated gifts. Eden,
Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah and Shecaniah assisted him faithfully
in the towns of the priests, distributing to their fellow priests according to
their divisions, old and young alike” (NIV, 2Chron.31:12-15).
Such organisation is not different to or out of character to the spirit shown of
spontaneity and willing giving. There is a proper relation between spontaneity and
preparedness, spirit and word, content and form. The latter is the proper expression
of the former. The diligence and perseverance involved in organisation ensures that
the importance of the spirit of willingness is not lost. Both need to be seen to
compliment each other to the glory of God, as Paul says “whatsoever ye do, do all
to the glory of God” (1Cor.10:31).
Hezekiah knew that he would not be able to organise the contributions, tithes and
dedicated gifts by himself. So he organised twelve men, headed by Conaniah (“Yah
has established“) with his brother Shimei (“my being heard“) second in command,
into a committee to handle the practical problems of storage. He also set up a subcommittee of seven men, headed by Kore (“one who proclaims“), to be responsible
for the distribution of the tithes and gifts to their brothers, the priests and Levites,
“old and young alike” (NIV). This last phrase may mean “to great or small alike”
referring to both smaller family groups as well as larger ones.
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Perhaps not so amazingly, this was the identical pattern to which the Lord
established the oversight of his ecclesia in the first century. Twelve disciples,
headed by Peter and John (Mk.3:13-14; Acts 3:1), and seven servants headed by
Stephen (Acts 6:3,5) to minister to the needs of the saints.
These men did their work “faithfully” (v.12; same word as “set office” in v.13), a
word that really speaks of firmness and security. Hezekiah made sure that they
housed the stores securely, so that there would be plenty for when the need arose.
Paul beautifully picks up the spiritual lesson when he writes to Timothy: “Command
those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us
with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure
for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold
of the life that is truly life” (NIV, 1Tim.6:17-19).
Their names make a little word play:
“Yah has established (Coniah) for he has heard (Shimei). He lives (Jehiel) and
stengthens (Azaziah), elevating (Jerimoth) the quiet (Nahath). God has made
(Asahel) and endowed (Jozadad) his servants. El is the power (Eliel) who sustains
(Ismachiah), erasing (Mahath) man’s works to build (Benaiah) His own.”
“The one who proclaims (Kore) his pleasure (Eden) in the one from the right hand
(Miniamin), Yah will save (Jeshua). Yah has heard (Shemaiah) and said (Amariah)
that he will dwell (Shecaniah) with such.”
“In addition, they distributed to the males three years old or more whose
names were in the geneological records – all who would enter the temple of
Yahweh to perform the daily duties of their various tasks, according to their
responsibilities and their divisions. And they distributed to the priests
enrolled by their families in the geological records and likewise to the Levites
twenty years old or more, according to their responsibilities and their
divisions. They included all the little ones, the wives, and the sons and the
daughters of the whole community listed in these genealogical records. For
they were faithful in consecrating themselves” (NIV, 2Chron.31:16-18).
At the same time as organising the storage and distribution of the gifts and tithes,
the genealogies of the priests and Levites were researched and catalogued, so that
there would be no doubt as to who was and who was not qualified to benefit from
the temple provision. This may have been the first systematic recording of the
genealogies that became so important to the Jews. This enabled Josephus to write
eight hundred years later:
Thus I have set down the genealogy of my family as I have found it
described in the public records, and so bid adieu to those who
calumniate me (as basely born). 9
Figure 67 – Flavius Josephus

These provisions, relieved the priests and Levites of any need to worry about
temporal matters. They could focus their minds on spiritual things and devote their
time to the service of Yahweh and teaching the people. And they used their time
9
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very wisely under Hezekiah’s faithful leadership, setting in order the writings of
David and Solomon in the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon,
as well as recording much of Hezekiah’s own words (note Isa.38:20; Prov.25:1).
“As for the priests, the descendents of Aaron, who lived on farm lands around
their towns or in any other towns, men were designated by name to distribute
portions to every male among them and to all who were recorded in the
genealogies of the Levites” (NIV, 2Chron.31:19).
The Levites and priests were not permitted to own lands and
so had to rely on the hospitality of others (Deut.12:12,19;
14:27-29). It appears that some people granted permission
for Levites and priests to dwell on their land. Paul says, “The
labourer is worthy of his reward” (1Tim.5:18 quoting
Matt.10:10). Paul explains that this is what Deut.25:4 meant
when it said, “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when it treadeth
out the corn” (see also 1Cor.9:7-11 where Paul explains in
even greater detail). The point that he makes is simple: the ox
is not muzzled as long as it works. So it is in the service of
God. While one works, he receives the benefits of his labour.
Unfortunately, most of the Levites and priests had stopped working during the reign
of Ahaz. Hezekiah was calling them back to work, and showing that if they did
work, they would receive the benefits of their labours.

Figure 68 – Muzzle not the ox

Following in the footsteps of his father David, Hezekiah re-instituted the service of
Yahweh with the purpose of providing the basis for the continuation of the
tremendous spirit of worship that the people had shown. His dedication and
diligence is an example of godliness and righteousness for all servants of the true
God.
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“And He Prospered Withersoever He Went”
Consolidation of the Kingdom
2Chronicles 31:20-21; 2Kings 18:5-8
Hezekiah’s personal example of faithfulness was the greatest that Judah had ever
seen. None before him or after him was as trusting in Yahweh as Hezekiah.
Everything he did was done in good conscience for the good of the service of God
and for the people’s spiritual well-being.
“This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right
and faithful before Yahweh his God. In everything that he undertook in the
service of God’s temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he
sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered” (NIV,
2Chron.31:20-21).
Hezekiah did what was good and right and truth. What a commendation! Hezekiah
was an outstanding example in work and character. He was fitting and right, as a
person should be (Heb. “towb“), straight (Heb. “yashar“) and trustworthy with
stability and certainty (Heb. “emeth“), following in God‘s own character (good –
2Chron.30:18; right – Deut. 32:4; truth – Exod.34:6).
In every work, Hezekiah put in his all. His attitude was not half-hearted, but in
contrast, determined and resolute. He showed that he believed that if it was worth
doing, it was worth doing well. He sought to follow Yahweh with all his heart (see
Deut.6:4-5) and so Yahweh gave him the ability to push forward (“prosper“). He
devoted himself to the house of God (the Temple) and the book of God (the Talmud
says that Hezekiah included Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Songs, Ecclesiasties and
Isaiah in the canon of scripture). He purposely filled the requirements of
Deut.17:15-20 (see Isa. 31:1; 2Kings 18:23).
Psalm 119 is Hezekiah’s sustained testimony to his love of God’s word and His
laws. He uses ten key words (at least one of these words is found in all but one
verse of the Psalm, v.122) to emphasise his love and desire to fulfil Yahweh’s
commands:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

Law (Torah) - 25 times
Testimony (Eduth) - 23 times
Precepts (Piqqudim) - 21 times
Statutes (Huqqim) - 22 times
Commandments (Mishvoth) - 22 times
Judgements or ordinances (Mishpatim) - 23 times (note v.132
lit. “as in thy judgement unto“)
Word (Dabar) – 25 times
Word (Imrah) - 19 times
Way (Derek) - 19 times
Faithfulness or truth (5 times) - 5 times

Note the appropriateness of Psa.119:2,4,7,8,10,17,20 to Hezekiah and his
wholehearted search of the scriptures.
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“Hezekiah trusted in Yahweh, the God of Israel. There was no one like him
among all the kings of Judah, either before him or after him. He held fast to
Yahweh and did not cease to follow him; he kept the commands Yahweh had
given to Moses” (NIV, 2Kings 18:5-6).
Hezekiah was unique among all the kings of Judah when it came to trusting in
Yahweh. No king, not even David, trusted God like Hezekiah did. David was known
as the man after God’s own heart (1Sam.13:14), Josiah was known for his turning
to God wholeheartedly with zeal (2Kings 23:25), but no one came close to
Hezekiah in terms of trust!

Figure 69 – Fleeing to a City
of Refuge

In the Hebrew, the word for trust is “batach” and literally means to make
haste for refuge. Under the Law, the people had only one recourse if
they accidentally killed someone – they had to flee to a city of refuge
(note Deut.4:41-43; Num.35; Josh.20). These six cities were the only
safe place for a manslayer. However, there was one condition, once in
the city of refuge, they had to stay there until the high priest died,
otherwise the nearest relative could take revenge against the
manslayer and kill them. Therefore, the city of refuge became life to the
manslayer. Hezekiah saw Yahweh as his life, the only one to whom he
could turn and find safety. The Lord Jesus Christ today is the refuge of
all true believers (cp. Heb. 6:18-20).
Because of this implicit trust Hezekiah had, he “clave” unto him. This word, “dabaq”,
literally means to cling or adhere to. Hezekiah attached himself to God so that he
would never get out of step with Him. Followers of the Lord must do likewise so that
they can “follow his steps” (a phrase that describes a tracker patiently studying the
spoor of an animal as he hunts it) as well as his “example” (1Pet. 2:21). The word
Peter uses (hupogrammos) is very interesting as it was used of a pattern produced
for imitation so that beginners could learn to draw all the letters of the alphabet.
“And Yahweh was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook. He
rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. From watch-tower
to fortified city, he defeated the Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory”
(NIV, 2Kings 18:7-8).
When Hezekiah first came to power, he immediately sent the Assyrian garrison that
had shored up in the Temple back to their own country. This was a firm message
to Sargon, the king of Assyria, that he would not be like his father but in contrast
would stand up for his country’s independence. Sargon at this time was too busy in
other parts of his kingdom to take too much notice of Judah and it’s new king.
Merodach-Baladan had come to power in Babylon and led a series of rebellions,
intrigue and harassment against Assyria for almost all of Sargon’s reign. So for
fifteen of his seventeen years as king, Sargon was busy pacifying rebellions in his
dominions. This gave Hezekiah time to consolidate his kingdom.
Firstly, he made sure that Assyria understood he would no longer serve her. It is
possible that the Assyrians sent queries as to the reason for his decision to send
the Assyrian garrison away. Hezekiah’s reply would have been firm and to the point.
He refused to pay any tribute (unlike his father, 2Kings 16:7-8) and cleared out all
signs of Assyrian authority.
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Secondly, he subdued the very people that had conquered his father, the Philistines
(cp. 2Chron.28:17-19), who were confederate with Assyria. The phrase “from the
tower of the watchman to the fenced city”, or from the outer wall to the inner keep,
was an idiom to show the complete removal of all Philistine presence in the land. It
was as if the open fields (where watchtowers were often placed) right into the midst
of the major cities were made safe and free of Judah’s enemies once more. The
Taylor Prism records that Padi, the Assyrian stooge in Ekron, was taken prisoner
and a Jewish governor took over. The same thing happened in Ashkelon. Control
of the southwest meant control of the trade routes to Egypt and this increased the
flow of money into Judah. (The Edomites were given fifteen more years before they
experienced the same fate at the hand of the Assyrians.)
However, this brave stand led to grave trial. The mighty Assyrian would only put up
with such obstinacy for so long. Fourteen years after Hezekiah threw open the
Temple doors and instituted an incredible reformation, the Assyrian army invaded
the land of Judah. The year BC 701 has gone down in history as one of the pivotal
dates in Jewish history, the year in which the mighty kingdom of the north swept
into the land, besieged Jerusalem and was defeated by the might of Yahweh!

The
Assyrian
Invasion

Figure 70 – The Assyrian
Invasion of Judah
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Figure 71 – The siege of Lachish
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“Sennacherib Came And Entered Into Judah”
War, Siege and Humiliation
2Kings 18:9-16; 2Chron.32:1; Isa.36:1; 22:1-13
For fourteen days, Judah and the remnant of Israel had rejoiced in sweet fellowship
at the great Passover. So Yahweh gave the nation fourteen years of rest, until the
fourteenth year of Hezekiah’s sole reign (BC 715-701). But the years of peace in
Judah came to an abrupt end.
At this point the record of the Kings does an interesting thing. To introduce the
events culminating in the siege and deliverance of Jerusalem, the record goes back
in time to the year BC 724, in the fourth year of his co-regent reign with his father
Ahaz, to when Assyria first came against Israel in the north. It seems that Yahweh
is saying to Judah that the captivity of Israel was a direct warning of what would
happen to them if they did not maintain their faithfulness. Unfortunately, as a result
of Judah’s faithlessness, Nebuchadnezzar followed in the footsteps of the
Assyrians but to far more devastating effect, only some 120 years later, in BC. 606.
“In King Hezekiah’s fourth year (of his co-regency, BC 724), which was the
seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king of
Assyria marched against Samaria and laid siege to it” (NIV, 2Kings 18:9).
This was the commencement of a three-year siege (cp. 17:3-6). Hoshea, the last
king of Israel, had turned against Assyria, refusing to pay tribute, and sought the
help of Egypt. As a result, he was imprisoned and Assyria began a systematic
decimation of the land. There are still traces of destruction found at different sites,
like Bethel, Samaria, Shechem and Tirzah.
Shalmaneser V began the invasion, but did not complete it. It was his successor,
Sargon II, who finally captured Samaria and deported the Israelites. One of the
Assyrian inscriptions record Sargon’s claim that:

Figure 72 – Shalmaneser V

…at the beginning of my reign… I besieged and conquered the city of
the Samarians… I carried off prisoner 27 290 inhabitants; 50 chariots
for my royal equipment, I selected from among them… I restored the
city and made it greater than it was before… I brought into it people
from countries which I had conquered. My official I placed over them
as governor. Tribute, tax, I imposed upon them as upon the
Assyrians… I mixed together, made the price to be... 10
“At the end of three years the Assyrians took it. So Samaria was captured
in Hezekiah’s sixth year (of his co-regency, BC 722), which was the ninth
year of Hoshea king of Israel. The king of Assyria deported Israel to Assyria
and settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and in towns of the
Medes” (NIV, 2Kings 18:10-11; cp. 17:6).

Figure 73 – Sargon II

10 Sargon II; translated by Daniel David Luckenbill in The Records of Assyria, Vol. II, par 4.
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Sargon II was in fact an Assyrian general who usurped the throne to
found a new dynasty and took on the ancient and great name of
Sargon. His capital had successively been at Ashur, Calah, Nineveh
and then finally he built his palace at Chosroes, which he renamed
Dur-Sharrukin (i.e. Sargonsburg) after himself.
The soldiers which he sent against the Israelites were impressive
warriors. Reliefs from walls in Dur-Sharrukin show soldiers carrying
bow and arrows, short sword and short club. These muscular warriors
were feared throughout the Middle East area for their brutality and
military might.

Figure 74 – Soldiers of
Sargon II

The captives were settled “in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River and
in the towns of the Medes” (NIV, 2Kings 18:11). Halah was a city-state
in northern Mesopotamia, possibly the same as Hallahhu northeast of
Nineveh. It may be referred to in Obad.v.20, where “host” could mean
“Halah”, promising hope for the captives there. Gozan, meaning
“quarry”, was a Syrian city-state including 150 acres with temples and government
buildings. Documents have been found here with Hebrew names on them, perhaps
people deported by Assyria. It was probably located at the spot where Tel Halaf is
on the southern bank of the River Khabar in northwestern Mesopotamia. The Habor
River is a major tributary of the Euphrates River.
This was also the beginnings of the Samaritans (see 2Kings17:24-41). The
Assyrians mixed a number of different races with the remnant of Israel in the north.
They brought with them their own religions and did not fear Yahweh and so He sent
lions to destroy them. As a result, the Assyrians sent back some of the Jewish
priests to teach them to fear the God of Israel. This simply resulted in a whole
concoction of religious thoughts and practises. In the time of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Samaritans didn’t know what they worshipped (Jn.4:22).
“This happened because they had not obeyed Yahweh their God, but had
violated his covenant – all that Moses the servant of Yahweh commanded.
They neither listened to the commands nor carried them out” (NIV, 2Kings
18:12).
The record in 2Kings 17:7-23 outline in greater detail the violations they committed.
It is a terrible catalogue of sin. They:
1) feared other gods (v.7);
2) walked in the customs (fem.) of men (v.8);
3) secretly did evil against God by building high places everywhere
(v.9)
4) set up images and groves everywhere (v.10);
5) burnt incense like the nations (v.11);
6) practiced wicked things to provoke Yahweh (v.11);
7) served idols against God’s commands (v.12);
8) hardened their necks to God’s efforts to turn them back (vv.13-14);
9) rejected his statutes, covenant and testimonies (v.15);
10) followed vanity becoming like the nations (v.15);
11) left all the commandments of God (v.16);
12) made two molten calves to worship (v.16);
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13) worshipped Baal and the whole pantheon of pagan gods (v.16);
14) made their children to go through the fire to Molech (v.17);
15) used witchcraft and magic (v.17);
16) sold themselves to do evil and to provoke Yahweh (v.17);
17) did not depart from walking in the sins of Jeroboam (v.22).
The wonder of this is that God did not destroy the nation earlier. And even so, He
has not cast Israel off forever. Such is the longsuffering of our Heavenly Father.
The reason for including this section in 1Kings 18:9-12 as an introduction to
Sennacherib’s invasion of Judah, is made powerfully obvious in 2Kings 17:18-19:
“So Yahweh was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence. Only
the tribe of Judah was left, and even Judah did not keep the commands of Yahweh
their God. They followed the practices Israel had introduced” (NIV).
The Assyrian invasion of Judah was a warning from God. It is as if He was saying
to Judah that they were doing reasonably well under Hezekiah, but if they were not
careful they would end up being no better than Israel. Unfortunately, in 120 years it
was shown what was truly in the nation’s heart. They wanted the ways of the nations
so much that God ended up giving them the opportunity to experience it first hand
in captivity. God will always give people what they want. If they want the world, they
will get it, but if they want the kingdom it is the Father’s good pleasure to give it
them.
So it was that in Hezekiah’s fourteenth year, BC 701, the warning bell was rung by
Yahweh loud and clear, and the Assyrians invaded the land of Judah.
“Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria
come up against all the fenced cities of Judah; and took them” (NIV, 2Kings
18:13; cp. Isa.36:1). To which is added that he “encamped against the fenced
cities, and thought to win them for himself” (2Chron.32:1).
Sennacherib was the eldest son of Sargon, and succeeded his father in BC 705.
He was groomed and bred as crown prince and so became overwhelmingly proud
and arrogant. He called himself “the great king, the powerful king, the king of the
Assyrians, of the nations, of the four regions, the diligent ruler, the favourite of the
great gods, the observer of sworn faith, the guardian of law, the establisher of
monuments, the noble hero, the strong warrior, the first of kings, the punisher of
unbelievers, the destroyer of wicked men.” However, he was a great builder as well
as soldier, overseeing the construction of his great palace at Nineveh, canals,
aqueducts, gate-towers, embankments and his stele at the Nahr-el-kelb.
In the early period of his reign, Sennacherib had many issues to contend with. A
new monarch succeeded to the crown of the Ethiopian kingdom of Kush (Napata)
named Tirhakah (2Kings 19:9; Isa.37:9). Tsawi Tirhakah, also known as SneferRa Pianki, was ruler of Kush (BC 713-664) during the time that his brother Shabaka
ruled Egypt (BC713-698). When Shabaka failed to stop Sennacherib at the battle
of Eltekeh in BC 701, Tirhakah seized power over Egypt by placing his own son,
Shebitku, on the throne of Egypt as pharaoh, ruling jointly with Shabaka for his last
three years. Tirhakah was able to assert his sway over the whole of the Nile valley
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during his reign as king of Kush and vigorously adopted the policy of checkmating
Assyria by stirring up disaffection amongst the Assyrian vassal states in Palestine.
At the same time, Sennacherib found a formidable opponent reigning in Babylon,
Merodach-baladan (cp. Isa.39; 2Kings 20:12), who had already defied the power
of Sargon for twelve years. In fact, Merodach-baladan was king of Babylon at two
separate times. The first of these was when Sargon II reigned in Nineveh (circa BC
720-709). According to the Khorsabad inscription, Sargon had to chase him out of
his kingdom, so that he was compelled to take refuge in the extreme southern coast
districts of Chaldea. He even took to the sea for safety, an element that thee
landlocked Assyrians knew nothing about:
Merodach-baladan the son of Yakin, king of Chaldea, a wicked demon,
who feared not the lord of lords (most likely Asshur) trusted to the Bitter
River, the power of the flood, and withheld his tribute. 11
Figure 76 – Babylonian king
Merodach-Baladan

Sennacherib was hardly seated on his throne when the persistent champion of
Babylonian independence reappeared on the scene and established himself once
again as King of Babylon. Sennacherib found it necessary to mount no less than
three campaigns against the irrepressible troublemaker. In BC 703, two years
before the invasion of Judah, there was a mighty pitched battle at Kish, a few
kilometres from Babylon. The Assyrians were completely victorious, and once more
Merodach-baladan was compelled to seek refuge in the southern marshes.
It was around this time that Taharkah sent an embassy, representing the Cushite
pharaoh of Egypt, to Hezekiah (Isa.18, the Ethiopian embassy). Hezekiah
committed Judah to a treaty with Egypt and hence committed rebellion against
Assyria. Having taken the step, Hezekiah suddenly acted with great spirit and
energy. He strengthened Jerusalem’s garrisons and according to Sennacherib’s
inscriptions (recorded on Taylor‘s Prism) enlisted a force of Arabs and other
mercenaries to do so. The fact that Hezekiah played a leading part in the conspiracy
is highlighted by the fact that Padi, the Assyrian vassal-king of Ekron, having been
dethroned and imprisoned by his subjects, was sent to Jerusalem for safe custody.
This dangerous pre-eminence accorded to Judah by the states that revolted made
reconciliation with Assyria impossible and hence, while other kings (eg. of Ammon,
Moab and Edom) escaped by tendering their submission, Hezekiah had to bear the
brunt of Sennacherib’s vengeance.
The Judean campaign, as recorded by Sennacherib (again on Taylor‘s Prism), can
be broken into four basic stages:
1) the subjugation of the Phoenician cities;
2) the chastisement of Tsidqa, king of Ashkelon;
3) the operation against Ekron; and
4) the invasion of Judah.

11 Sargon II; translated by Daniel David Luckenbill in The Records of Assyria, Vol. II, par 4.
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When Sennacherib marched on Ekron, a large force of Egyptians
and Arabs came to it’s relief. The battle took place at Eltekeh (cp.
Josh.19:44; 21:23), and while it was not a decisive Assyrian
victory, Egypt failed in it’s purpose. Ekron was overthrown and
the ring leaders of the rebellion were punished. Hezekiah
surrendered Padi, and he was restored to his throne.
So Sennacherib turned his eyes towards Judah, and captured
several of her fortified towns, such as Lachish, which became an
important city second only to Jerusalem. At the walls of Lachish
were discovered hundreds of arrowheads, and the remains of a
large Assyrian siege tower, similar to that depicted on the
Assyrian reliefs (cp. 2Kings 18:14,17).

Figure 77 – The Battle of Eltekeh

Sennacherib recorded his invasions of BC 701:
In my third campaign I marched against Hatti. The awful splendour of
my lordship overwhelmed Luli, king of Sidon, and he fled far off over
the sea and died (an infamous death). The fearsome nature of the
weapon of the god Ashur, my lord, overwhelmed Great Sidon, Little
Sidon, Bitzitti, Zariptu, Mahalliba, Ushu, Akzib (and) Akku, his strong
walled cities, places where there were food and drinking facilities for
his garrisons, and they bowed in submission at my feet. Tuba’ala
(Ethba‘al) I sat on the throne to be the king and imposed upon him
tribute, due to my lordship, annually without ceasing.
In the course of my campaign, I surrounded, captured and carried off
the spoil of Beth-Dagon, Joppa, Banaiabarqa, Asuru, cities belonging
to Sidqa, who did not bow in submission at my feet quickly. The
officials, nobles and people of Ekron, who had thrown Padi, their king,
into iron fetters as one loyal to the treaty obligations of Assyria, had
given him up to Hezekiah, the Jew, as an enemy. On account of the
offence they had committed, their heart took fright and they implored
(help from) the kings of Egypt, (and) bowmen, chariots of the kings of
Ethiopia (Meluhha), and innumerable host, and, indeed, they came to
help him. In the plain of Eltekeh, their battle array being drawn up over
against me, they prepared their weapons. On the help of Ashur, my
lord, I clashed and effected their defeat. Amid the battle, my own
hands captured alive the Egyptian charioteers and princes, together
with charioteers belonging to the Ethiopian king. I besieged and
captured the town of Eltekeh and Timnah and carried off spoil from
them. I drew near to Ekron and slew the officials and nobles who had
committed the crime and hung their bodies on posts around the city. I
counted as prisoners of war the citizens who had done hostile and
abusive things. I ordered the release of the rest of them, who were not
convicted of any crime or misbehaviour, against whom there was no
charge. I caused Padi, their king to come out of Jerusalem and sat him
on the throne as lord over them, fixing upon him (the payment of)
tribute to my lordship.
But as for Hezekiah, the Jew, who did not bow in submission to my
yoke, forty-six of his strong walled towns and innumerable smaller
Hezekiah Who Trusted In Yahweh Study Notes G Shugg.docx 6/20/2019
4:18:00 PM

97

Hezekiah – The King Who Trusted In Yahweh
villages in their neighbourhood I besieged and conquered by stamping
down earth-ramps and then by bringing up battering rams, by the
assault of foot soldiers, by breaches, tunelling and sapper operations.
I made to come out from them 200 150 people, young and old, male
and female, innumerable horses, mules, donkeys, camels, large and
small cattle, and counted them as spoils of war. 12
The prophet Micah captures the horror of the impending invasion as the Assyrian
army inexorably marched through the land towards Judah and Jerusalem (Micah
1:10-16).

The Land Desolated
When the Assyrians invaded Judah they brought pestilence, famine and death.
They were rapacious and brought terror wherever they went (Joel 2:3,6;
Isa.14:16,17; 32:12-14). Their cruelty brought misery (Psa.74:20). Sennacherib’s
army captured 46 fortified cities (Isa.27:10,11; Micah 1:10-15; 5:11). Yet worse
was yet to come at the hand of the Babylonians (Isa.64:10,11).

Figure 78 – The Assyrians burnt
villages and crops

Sennacherib also records that he took 200 150 people captive to Nineveh and
Babylon (note Micah 4:10; Psa.137; contrast Isa.52:5, where “yowl” is y’hililu a
parody of halleluyah). Isaiah foretold of this terrible event (5:13; 6:12). Some found
their way to Egypt (Isa.19:18,20). See Amos 9:9,11; Micah 1:16; 7:12,13;
Psa.44:11,12; Obad. vv.11, 12; Joel 3:1-7; Psa.79:11; 106:47.
“So Hezekiah king of Judah sent this message to the king of Assyria at
Lachish: “I have done wrong. Withdraw from me, and I will pay whatever you
demand of me.” The king of Assyria extracted from Hezekiah king of Judah
three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. So Hezekiah gave
him all the silver that was found in the temple of Yahweh and in the treasuries
of the royal palace. At this time Hezekiah king of Judah stripped off the gold
with which he had covered the doors and doorposts of the temple of Yahweh,
and gave it to the king of Assyria” (NIV, 2Kings 18:14-16).
Lachish was singled out for a particularly horrific siege because it was the first city
to introduce the idolatry of the northern tribes (Micah 1:13).

Figure 79 – A portion of the
Siege of Lachish relief
12 Sennacherib, The Taylor Prism, Column 3 lines 34-41; translated by Daniel David Luckenbill, in The

Annals of Sennacherib, 1924.
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Sennacherib again records of Hezekiah:
He himself I shut up like a caged bird within Jerusalem, his royal city.
I put watch-posts strictly around it and turned back to his disaster any
who went out of its city gate. His towns which I had despoiled I cut off
from his land, giving them to Mitinti, king of Ashdod, Padi, king of
Ekron, and Sillibel, king of Gaza, and so reduced his land. Moreover,
I fixed upon him an increase in the amount to be given as katrepresents for my lordship, in addition to the former tribute, to be given
annually. As for Hezekiah, the awful splendour of my lordship
overwhelmed him, and the irregular and regular troops which he had
brought in to strengthen Jerusalem, his royal city, and had obtained
for his protection, together with 30 talents of gold, 300 talents of silver,
precious stones, antimony, large blocks of red stone, ivory couches,
ivory arm-chairs, elephant hide, elephant tusks, ebony-wood, boxwood, all kinds of valuable treasures, as well as his daughters,
concubines, male and female musicians he sent me later to Nineveh,
my lordly city. He sent a personal messenger to deliver the tribute and
make a slavish obeisance. 13
It is highly unlikely that it was Hezekiah himself that made these decisions. It seems
more probable that while Hezekiah was beginning to feel the effects of his illness
(which struck him at the same time as the Assyrian invasion, see 2Kings 20:1;
2Chron.32:24; Isa.38:1; cp. 2Kings 20:6; 18:2), others took control of the decision
making processes and decided that appeasement was the best course.
As the Assyrian army gradually drew further and further south, defeating some 46
cities (cp. Isa.36:1), some of those in Hezekiah’s council decided that something
had to be done to show submission. When Sennacherib commenced the siege of
Lachish, and began to succeed in overcoming it’s defences, some believed there
was no stopping him. Lachish was a fortress city 50 km. south west of Jerusalem,
25 km. West of Hebron. It had a double wall and triple gate and was of immense
strategic importance. It guarded the way to Egypt, and Sennacherib wanted a clear
run to be able to meet and destroy the immense army which Shabataka Pharaoh of
Egypt, and Tirhakah king of Kush, was assembling to resist him. If Sennacherib had
force enough to defeat Lachish, what hope was there for Jerusalem? So thought
the faithless men who were in control while Hezekiah came to grips with his
sickness.
The timing of Hezekiah’s illness could not have been worse for the nation (though
important for the man himself!). Isaiah records that the Assyrian invasion and the
illness of Hezekiah coincided: “Thus saith the Lord… I have heard thy prayer, I have
seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years (i.e. BC 701-686). And
I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria” (Isa.38:5,6).
The timing is given directly by comparing 2Kings 18:2, “Hezekiah... reigned twentynine years”, with 2Kings 18:13, “In the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah (i.e. 15
years from the end of his reign) did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against
all the fenced cities of Judah”.
13 Sennacherib, The Taylor Prism, Column 3 lines 39-41; translated by Daniel David Luckenbill, in The

Annals of Sennacherib, 1924.
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While the king of Assyria was systematically reducing the strong cities of the land
to rubble, the king of Judah was forced to stay out of sight because of his illness
(probably leprosy, since the description of his disease was identical as that for
leprosy under the law, Isa.38:21; Lev.13:18). Never were the people in more need
of a leader, when apparently they were so cruelly denied one. Every messenger
that fled to Jerusalem brought worse and worse news, disaster was on every hand.
The capital of Judah was filled with panic and consternation, the people believing
that all hope was lost!
Figure 80 – The Shebna bulla
dated BC 701 which reads,
“Belonging to Shebnayahu
servant of the king.”

So while Hezekiah was indisposed, a group of frightened men, probably under the
leadership of Shebna, a materialistic, self-seeking politician, decided to cower
before the mighty Assyrian king and offer gifts to get him to protect Jerusalem. It is
sad to think, but the great enthusiasm engendered by Hezekiah at his great
Passover was gradually lost during the 14 years of peace leading up until the
Assyrian invasion. Both Micah (1:2-5) and Isaiah (42:24,25; 24:3-6 (cp. Hos.8:14);
17:9-11; 18:4-7) rebuke the people for falling back into bad habits and warn of
impending destruction. Hezekiah maintained his faithfulness along with a small
remnant of faithful prophets, priests, and friends, but the nation as a whole had
returned to false worship. These leaders were amongst those who lost sight of
Hezekiah’s vision and trust in Yahweh (Micah 3:1-4).
Isaiah supports this idea that at the time of the king’s sickness control of the nation’s
affairs passed into the hands of other leaders who disregarded his fine example
and, instead, substituted a political policy of appeasement (cp. Isa.30:1; 31:2).
Shebna took to himself the most influential offices of state. He became the treasurer
in charge of the nation’s finances, and gave himself full authority over the Temple
(Isa. 22:15). He enjoyed being seen in Jerusalem in “the chariots of his glory”, and
he diverted valuable manpower and resources away from where they were needed
to excavate and prepare a special tomb for himself, amongst the kings of Judah
(Isa.22:16).
Hezekiah’s personal thoughts and feelings about this presumptuous political and
social climber are found in Psa.49:10-12. He knew that power and prestige would
not save such a man from death (Psa.49:14-17). Asaph describes him as a man of
evil and deceit (Psa.50:16-19). It may also be that Isaiah’s description of “the
drunkards of Ephraim” is aimed mainly at Shebna (Isa.28:1; cp. vv.14,15). This was
a deliberate term of reproach against men who, like the apostate leaders of Israel,
had chosen to disregard the way of Yahweh.
The end of such disloyalty could only be captivity (Psa.125:5, one of Hezekiah‘s
Songs of Degrees; cp. Isa.22:17,18). Later, as the siege of Jerusalem began in
earnest some of the faithless leaders, probably including Shebna, tried to flee on
horseback (Isa.30:16), but were pursued and captured by Assyrian cavalry. So
Shebna met his miserable end in captivity in a far-off land as it was foretold.
These faithless leaders, with Shebna at their head, changed Hezekiah’s policy of
trust in Yahweh to their own policy of Assyrian appeasement. They believed that
even if this only brought them respite for a little while, it would surely give them time
to consolidate an alliance with Egypt and so save them from threat of war and
devastation (Isa.28:15,18).
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So a deputation was sent in Hezekiah’s name to make
obeisance to the king of Assyria (2Kings 18:14). For a mere
300 talents of silver (800 in Sennacherib‘s account) and 30
talents of gold (plus other sundry items, see p.78), the king
agreed to call off “the dogs of war” for a time. In his Bull
Inscription, Sennacherib also claims: “I laid waste the wide
district of Judah and made the overbearing and proud Hezekiah,
its king, bow submissively at my feet”. Hezekiah certainly never
did this, although it would impress the people back in Nineveh
to read it. The other gifts he mentions taking back to Assyria
clearly did not go with him after his ignominious defeat.
Sennacherib claims that he took his daughters, but Hezekiah
had no daughters to take since he was clearly childless (note Isa.53:8; s.w. 38:12).
It would seem evident that these latter claims were in fact fictitious and only written
later to hide from his subjects the true nature of his catastrophic defeat in Judah.

Figure 81 – Shebna brings gifts
to Sennacherib in Hezekiah’s
name.

After cowardly agreeing to the Assyrian king’s demands and conditions, the
deputation returned in shame to Jerusalem. However, they were received home by
an apprehensive populace with almost hysterical jubilation. Their submissiveness
to the Assyrian yoke was seen as a master stroke of diplomacy. What was it to them
if the treasure chests were empty and the Temple was stripped of all its glory and
splendour (2Kings 18:16), so long as they no longer had to face the terrifying
Assyrians? So they feasted as if the Assyrians had been already defeated and as
if Nineveh was conquered.
But not everyone saw it in this light. Though Hezekiah was unable to publicly make
a stand, Isaiah made his opinion clear to those who would listen. He continued to
witness to the true source of the nation’s strength (Isa.30:15). They tried to silence
him (Isa.30:10,11), but Isaiah warned that their godless scheming would come to
nothing (Isa.29:15,16; 59:5-8; Psa.75:4-7). Instead of celebration, the city should
have prostrated itself in sackcloth and shame before the God of Israel. In anger, the
great prophet turned to the people cried out to them to come to their senses
(Isa.22:1,2,4,12,13). Later, he quoted his own prophecy to show how right he was
(Isa.10:22; 28:22), as if he was saying, “I told you, but you would not listen!”
As for the king, they began to query his ability to rule and his policy of trusting in
God was treated with contempt (Isa.53:2,3,5). It seems that some of the leaders
were being influenced by luxury loving, empty headed women at the court in
Jerusalem (Isa.32:9-11), more than by their king. The Assyrian invasion coupled
with Hezekiah’s sudden illness had brought a radical change in the nation – from a
state of religious fervour and faithfulness, to one of panicky political improvisation
and submission.
The reality was, of course, that there was no peace. The land was being left
desolate. While Jerusalem rejoiced in the cleverness of their leaders, the
surrounding countryside was being decimated, crops and homesteads burnt to the
ground. Isaiah makes it clear that this was because God was angry with them and
that retribution would come upon them (see Isa.5:25-30; 6:11; 8:7,8,21,22; 9:19;
10:5,6; 28:19,20; 33:8,9; cp. Joel 1:4, 6,7,12; 2:1-3). See also Hezekiah’s prayers
for help (Psa.83:1-4; 44:22) and for vengeance (Psa.137:8,9; 129:3,5) that reveal
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how terrible a time it was for Judah. Matters would be made even worse when they
sought Egypt’s help (Isa.7:17, 18,20,23).
It is clear that these unrighteous leaders never intended to maintain the treaty just
signed in the Assyrian camp. It was a temporary expedient to buy time until other
schemes could be hatched. They “made lies their refuge” and cynically said so
openly (Isa.28:15), a fact that did not go unnoticed by Hezekiah who berated their
actions as violent and not peaceful (Psa.120:1-7). Sennacherib had no intention of
keeping his side of the bargain either (Isa.21:2; Isa.33:1,7,8), so he continued his
siege of Lachish. When Judah commenced negotiations with Egypt he resolved to
destroy Jerusalem.
The leaders planned to get aid from the Pharaoh of Egypt and his massive Kushite
army led by Tirhakah. When Hezekiah heard of this outrageous scheme, he was
horrified and no doubt engaged Isaiah to try to speak sense to these ignorant and
faithless men (Isa.31:1,3). But this did not deter the Jewish leaders from their
cause. They sent a deputation to Pharaoh with an impressive cavalcade of horses
and camels and asses, loaded with expensive gifts to bring the Egyptian overlord
around to their way of thinking (Isa.30:6,7). But this whole scheme was to their
shame and would be punished (Isa.30:1-5). It appears that Sennacherib may have
had spies within Jerusalem and they quickly uncovered the plot of the Jewish
leaders. Later, the Rabshakeh reveals that the Assyrians knew of the plan
(Isa.36:6; 37:9).
Egypt decided to come to Judah’s aid, not for Judah’s
sake, but because they feared that Assyria would
target them next. The Egyptian army was of such size
that, when it did come to Judah’s aid some time later,
it was a cause of concern to Sennacherib. But Isaiah
foretold of it’s failure and the subsequent decline of
Egypt’s power and economy (Isa. 18:1,2; 19:1-11;
20:3,4). Sennacherib records the event of the defeat
of the Egyptian army at the battle of Eltekeh, 16
kilometres north west of Jerusalem (see notes p.95).
Isaiah alludes to it when he says, “I gave Egypt for thy
(Jerusalem’s) ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee”
(Isa.43:3). Egypt suffered, while Jerusalem was
saved.
Figure 82 – Egypt and Kush
fought Assyria over the land
of Judah for their own ends.

But in the meantime, despite Pharaoh’s assurances that he would support Judah’s
cause, the Assyrian invasion of Judah continued and Lachish remained under
siege. Isaiah continued to call on the people to trust in their God (Isa.26:4; 27:5;
28:16; 29:19,22-24; 30:19; 31:3-6; 33:2,6,20). All of this went on, while Hezekiah
was almost helpless to do anything, burdened with his sickness and the terrible fear
that he may die without producing a Godly seed.
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“In Those Days Was Hezekiah Sick Unto Death”
Illness, Contrition and Salvation
2Kings 20:1-11; 2Chron.32:24; Isa.38:1-22
Hezekiah was laid low. He was forced to stay in his own house while his nation
needed him desperately. The king knew that without his firm leadership the nation
would fall. However, this was not the only reason for being worried about his illness
– he had no heir to continue the kingly line of Judah.
“In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet
Isaiah son of Amoz went to him and said, This is what Yahweh says: Put your
house in order, because you will die; you will not recover” (NIV, 2Kings 20:1).
“In those days” is not a clear time indicator as to the exact timing of this illness,
except for the fact that it was around the time of the siege of Jerusalem (recorded
in 2Kings 18:17-19:35; 2Chron.32:9-22; Isa.36:2-37:36). However, 2Kings 20:6
says “and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria”. This
indicates that Hezekiah’s illness came before the siege of Jerusalem and
Rabshekeh’s speech, while Sennacherib was still at Lachish. This is supported by
the fact that in 2Kings 19:1 it says that Hezekiah “went into the house of Yahweh”,
something that his illness would have prevented him from doing.
Timeline BC
728
Hezekiah comes to the throne in the in the 3rd year of Hoshea
(2Kings 18:1). This must be the start of his co-regency aged 12.
722
Six years later the Assyrians take the ten northern tribes captive in the 9 th
year of Hoshea, the 6th year of Hezekiah (2Kings 18:9-10).
715
Ahaz dies and Hezekiah commences sole reign aged 25. This is when
he opens and cleanses the temple and holds Passover. He then
reigns 29 years (2Kings 18:2): 14 years before BC 701 and then 15
years after BC 701 (additional years of life given by Yahweh – Isa.38:5).
701
The Assyrians invade Judah and besiege Jerusalem in the 14th year of
Hezekiah (2Kings 18:13) – but this is 27 years after he commences to
reign, not 14! This must be the 14th year of his sole reign; age 39.
Since Hezekiah reigned for twenty-nine years in his sole reign and after
his illness was given an extension of life of 15 years, BC 701 as the
fourteenth year of his reign must be the year of his illness.
686
Hezekiah dies aged 54, fifteen years after BC 701 (2Kings 20:21).
All the indicators suggest that this terminal illness came upon him some time around
the start of the Assyrian siege of Lachish. This illness prevented him from ruling and
so Shebna and his cronies took control of the nation (see notes on pp.97-100).
Micah said: “Now, why dost thou (Zion) cry out aloud? Is there no king in thee? Is
thy counsellor perished?” (Micah 4:9; cp. Isa.51:18). The terrible decision making
that went on at this time shook the king deeply, and he no doubt called on Isaiah to
seek God’s help on his behalf. But the reply that came back was totally unexpected.
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“Set your house in order, for you are a dead man!” (literal Hebrew). What a
shocking revelation from the prophet. The king’s illness was terminal, sent by God
(note Isa.53:4, “yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God“). Isaiah records the
description of what was done to heal Hezekiah: “take a lump of figs, and lay it for a
plaister upon the boil” (Isa.38:21). The identical word is used in Lev.13:18-20 of a
boil that results in leprosy. This would explain why he could no longer rule as he
would not be able to leave his house (note his great grandfather Uzziah,
2Chron.26:21), and why he could not enter into the presence of God in the temple.
So he says, “I shall not see Yah, even Yah, in the land of the living: I shall behold
man no more with the inhabitants of the world” (Isa.38:11), and Isaiah says, “By
oppression and judgement, he was taken away. And who can speak of his
descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living…” (Isa.53:8).

Figure 83 – Isaiah came to
Hezekiah when he fell sick.

Here was a cause of great concern to the king. The prophet said, “Set your house
in order”, but the fact was, he had no house to organise! He had no descendants to
speak of. Hezekiah later says, “Like a shepherd’s tent my house has been pulled
down and taken from me” (NIV, Isa.38:12). The word in the Hebrew for house (AV
“age“) is the same as descendants (AV “generation“) in Isa.53:8. He had no children
to continue on the kingly line and this worried him immensely. It appears that at this
stage Hezekiah had not even married, perhaps because he had been totally
consumed in turning the nation back to God. It is also probable that the scarring he
received from being passed through the fire caused many women to shy away from
having contact with him. Hezekiah later saw the relevancy of Solomon’s words to
his situation and included them in his songs of degrees: “Except Yahweh build the
house, they labour in vain that build it: except Yahweh keep the city, the watchman
waketh but in vain” (Psa. 127:1).
Hezekiah recognised the connection between himself and his people, and the
record goes to great lengths to show that his illness was not just a personal issue,
it had national repercussions. The people were dependent on Hezekiah, and now
Hezekiah was going to die despite his faith. Why? Because something more than
personal faith is required - sacrifice is needed! Hezekiah was in fact going to
become the covenant victim.
“I Yahweh have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in
darkness out of the prison house” (Isa.42:6-7). There needed to be the smiting of a
righteous man who would willingly give his life to ratify the covenant. For the nation
to be saved, the king had to die! In Hezekiah was to be seen the suffering, and
symbolic death and resurrection that would take place literally in the one he
foreshadowed. God’s righteousness is at stake in the scheme of salvation and He
must be declared right in all things. Sin has to be condemned within the arena of
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it’s activity – the flesh. The only way out was that a man might uphold God’s
righteousness in death. This was to be seen in Hezekiah.
At the time of the Lachish siege the nation was going to die because of their sin:
“Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die” (Isa.22:14). Yet Isaiah
later says, “And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein
shall be forgiven their iniquity” (Isa. 33:24). This could be accomplished only if God
was exalted (Isa.33:5-6). What event brought about the exaltation of God and the
forgiveness of the sins of the people?
“Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith Yahweh, the God of thy father, I have heard
thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold I will add unto thy days fifteen years. And
I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend
this city” (Isa.38:5-6). God linked himself to the kings, the seed of David, and worked
through that seed to save both the man himself and his people. Not only would
Hezekiah be healed (on the third day, 2Kings 20:5), but the nation would be saved
also. The typical resurrection of the king was essential to the salvation of himself
and his people, without his deliverance the city would not be delivered. The obvious
link to the work of the Lord Jesus Christ is picked up by Paul in Rom.5:6-10.
Romans 5
v.6 “when we were without strength”
“in due time Christ died”
v.8 “God commendeth his love”
v.9 “we shall be saved from wrath“
v.10 “we shall be saved by his life”

Hezekiah – Isaiah
37:3 “there is not strength to bring forth”
38:1 “In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death”
38:17 “thou hast in love to my soul delivered it”
37:29 “thy (Assyria‘s) rage...I will turn thee back”
38:6 “I will add...life. I will deliver you and this city”

And what could Hezekiah say in response (Isa.38:15)? There is a magnificent
answer, but it has to do with why the prophecy of Isaiah is split where it is by the
record of Hezekiah (ch.36-39). The chapter before this section, Isa.35, while a
prophecy of the future, is firmly based in the life of Hezekiah, as is Isa.40, the
chapter after the Hezekiah section.
So, what did Hezekiah say? “All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as
the flower of the field… The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our
God shall stand for ever” (Isa.40:6-8). Hezekiah had to typically die to show that all
flesh is grass, even a righteous man, but that God’s word stands forever. God’s
glory is declared in the death and resurrection of a righteous man. Isaiah saw the
Lord, “high and lifted up” in glory (Isa.6:1), and this glory was being lifted up as the
brass serpent in the wilderness to draw all men to him (Jn.12:32-33, 40-41; 3:1415). All this was typified in the illness of the king. Hezekiah knew that God would
accomplish His will, and that His mighty arm was with him to save his people and
himself (cp. Psa.80:17; 102:9,10).
So Isaiah says: “Who hath believed the hearing of us? And to whom is the arm of
Yahweh revealed?” (Isa.53:1). Only a very small remnant heard, the majority turned
away from him and rejected him (Isa.53:3). So he bore their grief and sorrow,
suffering under the burden of their sin (Isa.53:4). Yet he gave himself to the role
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God asked of him without complaint, not opening his mouth against his people
(Isa.53:7), rather doing all he could to save them.
Isaiah 35

Hezekiah

v.1 “The wilderness…shall…blossom”

Isa.37:31 “The remnant…shall again… bear fruit”

v.3 “Strengthen ye the weak hands”

Isa.37:3-4 “There is not strength to bring forth”

v.4 “Be strong, fear not”

Isa.37:6 “Be not afraid of their words”

v.4 “He will come and save you”

Isa.37:35 “I will defend this city to save it”

vv.5-6 Healing of the sick

Isa.33:24 “The inhabitants shall not say, I am sick…”

v.8 “The way of holiness”

Isa.38:16 Life through death

v.9 “No lion shall be there”

Isa.37:36 “The Assyrians…were all dead”

v.10 “The ransomed of Yahweh will return”

Psa.126:1-3 The captivity reversed

v.10 “With songs”

Isa.38:20 “We will sing my songs”

v.10 “Sorrow and sighing will flee away”

Isa.38:17 Hezekiah’s sorrow removed

Isaiah 40

Hezekiah

vv.1-2 “Comfort ye…speak ye comfortably”

2Chron.32:6 (marg.) s.w. “He spake to
their heart”
Isa.33:24 “People…shall be forgiven… iniquity”

v.2 “Her iniquity is pardoned”
vv.3-5 “The way…the glory…shall be
revealed”
v.6 “What shall I cry?”

2Chron.32:23 “He was magnified”

vv.9-10 “His arm shall rule for him”

2Chron.32:8 “With him is an arm of flesh; but with us
is Yahweh our God”

Isa.38:15 “What shall I do?”

This situation was already hinted at during the events of the Passover: “And the
Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people” (2Chron. 30:17-20). It is
interesting that the word “healed” is used of the healing of leprosy (Lev.13:18,37;
14:3,48). The people had leprosy that needed healing (Isa.1:6; note also Isa.10:27;
19:20). Micah also connects Hezekiah to the people: “Therefore also will I make
thee sick (s.w. Isa.38:1; 53:10) in smiting thee, in making thee desolate, because
of thy sins” (Micah 6:13). The sickness was Hezekiah’s, as numbered with the
transgressors, but the sins were not his. What an amazing type of the Lord Jesus
Christ!
The fact that Hezekiah foreshadows the Lord so intimately is further highlighted by
the obvious comparisons between Isa.38 and Isa.53.
In a great foreshadowing of the work of the Messiah, Hezekiah was to suffer for his
people to the end that he would save both them and himself.
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Isaiah 38
v.1 “In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death”
v.1 “Set thy house in order”
v.1 “For thou shalt die and not live”
v.3 “I have walked before Thee in truth and with a
perfect heart”
v.3 “Hezekiah wept sore”
v.5 “I will add unto thy days 15 years”
v.10 “I said in the cutting off of my days”
v.11 “The land of the living”
v.12 “Mine age (s.w.) is departed”
v.12 “I have cut off”
v.14 “I did mourn as a dove”
v.14 “I am oppressed”
v.15 “In the bitterness of my soul”
v.16 “Recover me and make me to live”
v.17 “For peace I had great bitterness”
v.18 “The grave cannot praise thee”
v.19 “The father to the children”

Isaiah 53
v.4 “We did esteem him stricken”
v.8 “Who shall declare his generation?”
v.8 “He was cut off out of the land of the
living”
v.9 “He had done no violence, neither
was any deceit in in his mouth”
v.3 “A man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief”
v.10 “He shall prolong your days”
v.8 “He was cut off”
v.8 “The land of the living”
v.8 “Who shall declare his generation”
v.8 “He was cut off”
v.10 “He hath put him to grief”
v.7 “He was oppressed”
v.11 “The travail of his soul”
v.11 “He shall prolong his days”
v.11 “Our peace was upon him”
v.9 “He made his grave with the wicked”
v.9 “He shall see his seed”

“Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, and prayed to Yahweh, saying”
(NIV, 2Kings 20:2).
“You will die and not live!” The prophet’s words would have rang
out an irrevocable death knell in the ears of the king. How could
this be after all he had done in trying to bring the nation back to
God? His reformation, restoration of the Temple, the great
Passover, the re-growth of a once weak kingdom, fourteen years
of peace and prosperity, and it all came to nothing! Now all there
stood before the king’s eyes was military defeat, national
devastation and disaster, and his own doom in pain and
wretchedness. The king had no fear of death for himself, but was
deeply concerned about how the nation would survive and about
continuing his seed, the promised seed. How could he serve God
in death?
In desperation, he did not turn to his own devices, but rather turned to his God, the
only true source of help, in prayer (cp. Psa.121:1-2). This was something he took
regular relief in during the evil days of the Assyrian invasion (cf. Isa.37:15). Isaiah
wrote: “We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks”
(Isa.26:1). Hezekiah knew that salvation would come from Yahweh alone. So he
turned to the wall. It is interesting to note that all Jewish houses were to be built to
the pattern of the altar of incense. The word used of the top wall that went around
the roof of the house is identical to that used of the top and sides of the altar of
incense (cp. Exod.30:3 lit. “overlay it with pure gold, the roof and the walls round
about“). This was to remind every Hebrew that their houses were to be houses of
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prayer, and that their daily lives should be based on prayer. So turning to the wall
was a symbol of Hezekiah’s reliance on prayer in every aspect of his life.
“Remember now, O Yahweh, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee
in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in thy
sight. And Hezekiah wept bitterly” (NIV, 2Kings 20:3).
Remember me! Just a simple appeal to remember him for good (Neh.13:31). And
God never argued with Hezekiah’s assessment of himself. The king did have an
“undivided heart” with single minded determination to do the will of God. There was
no hint of questioning why, like Job did (who suffered the same leprous ulcers, Job
2:7; 19:13,21,26), he accepted God’s decision. But like many faithful men before
him, he wept over the fact that God’s purpose with the nation might be hindered.
The phrase “I beseech thee” is always used as a cry of anguish from men in distress
(cp. Exod.32:31; Neh.1:5,11; Psa.116:4,16; 118:25; Dan.9:4; Jn.1:14,42). The
Psalms paint an eloquent picture of Hezekiah’s grief and distress of his illness and
of being cut off from the Temple (Psa.89:45; 102:1-7,11; 42:1-4; 84:2,3; 73:2,1323).
Hezekiah did not want to be cut off from worshipping his God. He no doubt
remembered the words of his father David: “Return, O Lord, deliver my soul...For in
death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks”
(Psa.6:4-5; cp. Psa.116:8,9; 118:17).
The other issue that worried Hezekiah is captured in the words of Josephus:
The trouble he was under at his supposed death was not because he
was soon to leave the advantages he enjoyed in the kingdom; nor did
he on that account pray that he might have long life afforded him, but
only in order to have sons that might receive the government after him.
14

Hezekiah had no children. Manasseh, his firstborn, was not to be born for another
three years in BC 698 (2Chron. 33:1). The king desired more time to have a family.
In fact, the very way Hezekiah phrased his prayer seems to allude to the great
promise made to David that Messiah would come in his line. God assured Solomon
in very similar words to those used by Hezekiah: “If thou wilt walk before me, as
David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness to do according to
all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and judgements: then I
will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel forever, as I promised to David
thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel” (1Kings
9:4,5; note similar language in 1Kings 2:3,4; 3:6). It’s as if Hezekiah is saying to
God that he had done all that God had asked of David and Solomon, yet he had no
man to sit on the throne.
It would appear, however, that the record of 2Kings and Isaiah are not the only
places in scripture that reveal Hezekiah’s feelings at this time of despair. After his
recovery, the king promised that “we will sing my songs” (Isa.38:20). Not only did
Hezekiah compose the psalm of Isa.38:10-20 and organise the fifteen songs of
degrees, ten of which he wrote himself (Psa.120-134), but also certain of the Asaph
14

Flavius Josephus, The Works of Flavius Josephus, Willoughby & Co, 1859, Antiquities 10.2.1.
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and sons of Korah psalms seem to be written by the king himself. Note particularly
Psa.88:2-12, in which vv.10-12 echo Isa.38:18,19 (cp. Psa. 77:1-10). Truly his soul
was full of troubles, his disease was horribly debilitating (Psa.102:3-11), and he
even wondered at God’s apparent desertion of him (Psa.42:9; cp. Isa.49:4). Yet his
desire was always to be able to rejoin in with the worship of Yahweh at the Temple
(Psa.42:1-5,11). So he cried: “take me not away in the midst of my days”
(Psa.102:23,24). However, despair was never total, Hezekiah always had trust in
his God’s power to save: “Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. Lord,
hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications...My soul
waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than
they that watch for the morning” (Psa.130:1,2,6). And his God did hear and sent
“the salvation of Yah” (Isaiah) to heal him.
“Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word of Yahweh came to him: Go
back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of my people, This is what Yahweh, the God
of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will
heal you. On the third day from now you will go up to the Temple of Yahweh”
(NIV, 2Kings 20:4-5).
The KJV translation of “middle court” is very misleading. In the Hebrew “court” is
the same word as “city” in v.6. Isaiah had reached the “middle city” or “the middle
part of the city” (RV). Jerusalem was bisected by the Tyropoeon Valley, which went
north to south, and varied in those days from 22 to 90 feet in that direction. It was
probably in this valley, which was the middle part of the city, that Isaiah lived (note:
Isa.22:1 - he prophesied “the burden of the valley of vision” from his home and then
immediately left there to pronounce Shebna’s doom). It is most likely that Isaiah
was travelling home and had just reached Robinson’s arch in the middle part of the
city, when the word of Yahweh came to him. And what a wonderful message it was
that must have lifted the spirit of the prophet with it’s good news.
Over the centuries, the Tyropoeon Valley was filled with debris until it was
only a little lower than the eastern and western hills it formerly divided.
However, in 1856, Robinson discovered the springer of an arch which
spanned this valley to provide a highway between the two hills, or more
probably a staircase into the valley. It is most likely that Isaiah was on this
arch, travelling home, when the word of Yahweh came to him.
God had heard the desire in Hezekiah’s voice and seen the sincerity in his
tears. In this man was all that the Father could want to type his own Son.
Isaiah wrote: “He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord Yahweh will
wipe away tears from all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take
away from of all the earth: for Yahweh hath spoken it” (Isa.25:8). So of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the anti-type, it could be said: “Who in the days of his
flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying
and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard
in that he feared” (Heb.5:7). Jesus suffered and died to “taste death for
every man” since he was the “captain of their salvation” (Heb.2:9-10).

Figure 82 – The Tyropoeon
Valley split the city.

Figure 85 – Robinson’s Arch crossed the
Tyropoeon Valley providing access to the
Temple court from the street below.

So the prophet eagerly returns to the palace with a message to the “captain of my
(Yahweh’s) people” (v.5), a term only used here in 2Kings, and frequently used of
David. Hezekiah’s plea to further the promises to David was heard, a point
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emphasised by Yahweh in calling Himself “the God of David thy father” and calling
him “the captain of my people”. So Yahweh promised more than once: “I will defend
this city to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake” (v.6;
Isa.37:35).
And yet there was still a test of the king’s faith: he would only be healed after three
days. But in this was a great type of the burial and resurrection of the Lord who
never doubted his Father. Neither did Hezekiah, he completely trusted in his God.
He knew that fifteen years would be added to his life (3x5 – threefold grace) as a
sign of God’s abundant grace towards him. True to his word (Isa.38:20), Hezekiah
celebrated the extension of his life in 15 psalms of degrees (Psa.120-134).
“I will add fifteen years to your life. And I will deliver you and this city from
the hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city for my sake and for sake
of my servant David. Then Isaiah said, Prepare a poultice of figs. They did so
and applied it to the boil, and he recovered (three days later, v.5)” (NIV, 2Kings
20:6-7).
The healing of the king was bound up hand in hand with the salvation of his people.
So it was with Christ. In the saving of himself, he saved his people, and opened up
the way of salvation for all who would follow him. Zechariah wrote: “thy King cometh
unto thee: he is just, and saving himself...And Yahweh their God shall save them in
that day as the flock of his people” (Zech.9:9,16; note marg). Paul beautifully wrote:
“But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood,
which he offered for himself, and for the people...by his (i.e. Christ’s) own blood he
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal salvation for us...How
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?” (Heb.9:7,12,14).
After giving his wonderful message, Isaiah turned to the king’s attendants and told
them to apply a cake of figs to the ulcerated area. Pliny records that this was a
common way to draw out ulcers. They did this quickly, though probably without
much hope on their part, and probably continued to do so during the next three
days, replacing the poultice regularly. Hezekiah understood that the healing power
lay not in the figs, but in the marvellous power of Yahweh in response to his prayer.
The positive thoughts of the king at this time are recorded in the Psalms (cp.
Psa.43:3; 49:15; 71:14; 73:23-28). At this time Isaiah, also confident of the power
of God to heal, prophesied of the re-establishment of Hezekiah’s power once again
at the expense of Shebna (Isa.22:21-24; note that v.20 literally reads “I will call my
servant (ie. Hezekiah) to Eliakim“).
Figure 86 – Yahweh healed the
king through the prophet.

So he asked for a sign, more for those around him than for himself, that it might be
shown that it was the power of the Almighty at work. This was not a sign of lack of
faith at all, but an opportunity to show to others the mighty hand of Yahweh.
“Hezekiah had asked Isaiah, What will be the sign that Yahweh will heal me
and that I will go up to the temple of Yahweh on the third day from now? Isaiah
answered, This is Yahweh’s sign to you that Yahweh will do what he has
promised: Shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or shall it go back ten
steps? It is a simple matter for the shadow to go forward ten steps, said
Hezekiah. Rather, have it go back ten steps. Then the prophet Isaiah called
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upon Yahweh, and Yahweh made the shadow go back the ten steps it had
gone down on the stairway of Ahaz” (NIV, 2Kings 20:8-11).
Hezekiah’s godly attitude is clearly seen. What good was an extension of fifteen
year’s life, if his leprosy was to preclude him from worship in the Temple? This had
been the case of his great grandfather Uzziah, who lived ten years after the onset
of his disease but could not enter the Temple (2Chron.26:21). The king desired
complete healing so that he could carry out his greatest joy – the worship of Yahweh
in the Temple with his brethren. This was also the great desire of the Lord
(Matt.26:29). The sign of his healing would confirm to all the power of the God of
Israel.
Hezekiah was given a choice as to what the sign would be: the shadow on the
sundial of Ahaz could either move forward ten steps or back ten steps. Unlike his
father, Ahaz, who refused a sign (Isa.7:10-12), Hezekiah quickly decided on what
sign he wanted to see, the one that required most faith! (note also Gideon, Judges
6:36-40). To see the shadow move either way would be incredible, but there would
always be the tendency for any forward movement to be explained away. But the
reversal of time, that could only be a miracle at the hand of God – what better sign
to a people who had began to question their faith. So the king asked that the shadow
might return ten steps. Lightfoot comments: “To Hezekiah alone is it given to know
the term of his life; and the sun in the firmament knoweth not his going down, that
Hezekiah may know his.” Hezekiah celebrated the returning of the shadow by ten
steps in the ten songs of degrees or ascents that he wrote
(Psa.120,121,123,125,126,128,129, 130,132,134).
The word “shadow” is the same as that used in Isa.9:2 of the “people that walked
in darkness” who “have seen a great light” (note v.4: “as in the day of Midian“, a
reference to Gideon who also asked for a sign). The shadow was to be moved by
the Glory of the Lord! It is, therefore, fascinating to note that at the time of the
crucifixion there was darkness from 12pm until 3pm (Lk.23:44-45) - the death of the
Lord at a time of darkness, which was in fact the lifting up of the Lord in glory
(Isa.6:1), brought light to the world. The shadow of death receded against his
glorious presence!
The Hebrew word for “degrees” (KJV) is ma’aloth and is also
rendered “dial” in v.11 and Isa.38:8, and “stairs” in 2Kings
9:13. It literally means a journey to a higher place, or steps. It
would seem that this “sundial of Ahaz” was in fact a staircase,
possibly one between the royal palace and the higher level of
the Temple area. It is possible that the “stairs” from which
Jehu was proclaimed king (2Kings 9:13) were the same as
the “dial” of Ahaz (same word). At the top of the stairs was
probably a gnomon (the column, pillar or pin on a sundial) that
cast a shadow on the steps. As the sun went across the sky,
the shadow lengthened down the steps. Each step indicated
a lapse of time, marking shorter periods than hours since the shadow could go
forward or back ten “degrees” (a total of twenty steps) and there are only about
12 daylight hours in total.
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What actually happened? We can only conjecture. It may have been like in the day
of battle in Josh.10:12-13 when the sun and moon stood still, giving Joshua extra
time to catch up with his enemies. However, there are indications that it may have
been something more. The record, by using the phrase “on the dial of Ahaz”, implies
that the shadow did not go backwards on every sundial. Also, the messengers from
Merodach-baladan came specifically to “enquire of the wonder that was done in the
land” (2Chron.32:31), implying that this event was local and not world-wide. So
what was it?

Figure 88 – The glory of
Yahweh shone brighter than
the sun over Jerusalem

The shadow cast by any object can be
made to move instantaneously by simply
bringing a brighter source of light into its
field. For the shadow to move backwards
on the sundial, the sudden presence of a
light brighter than the sun would be
necessary. Paul says: “At midday, I saw in
the way a light from heaven, above the
brightness of the sun, shining round about
me” (Acts 26:13). Ahaz had been offered
a sign of the Lord “in the depth, or in the
height above” and had refused both.
Hezekiah accepted a sign from above, a manifestation of the Shekinah glory of
Yahweh! Isaiah saw the same sign in the year Uzziah died (Isa.6:1), a sign which
declared him uncontaminated by the sin of the nation (Isa.6:5-7). So now, in this
revelation of the glory of God, Hezekiah was declared to be personally
uncontaminated by the sin of the people for whom he suffered the affliction of the
disease of death and so could be recovered!
So it was with the Lord Jesus Christ. While he partook of the sin-nature of his
brethren, he had done no transgression – hence the grave could not hold him. When
people looked at the Lord on the cross, they saw the Shekinah glory revealed
turning back the shadow of death.
This sign was also significant regarding Hezekiah’s desire to return to the Temple
worship. The same word is used of “the ascent by which Solomon went up into the
house of the Lord” (2Chron.9:4). The sign that Hezekiah would go up to the house
of the Lord on the third day was given on the very staircase by which he would go
to offer his thanks to God in the Temple. In like manner, on the third day the Lord
Jesus Christ rose to glory to ascend into immortality, the holiest of all.
Imagine the excitement of Hezekiah and Isaiah, and the amazement of the people,
as a light brighter than the sun shone from heaven above, causing the shadow to
return ten steps. Isaiah had promised: “Thine eyes shall see the King (Yahweh
Tz‘baoth) in his beauty (the Shekinah glory)” (Isa. 33:17; cp. 60:1-4), and “the glory
of Yahweh shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of
Yahweh hath spoken it” (Isa. 40:6). Now all the city knew that Yahweh was the true
God and that he was with Hezekiah. With great joy Hezekiah burst out with praise:
“I shall not die but live (contrast Isa.38:1), and declare the works of Yahweh.
Yahweh hath chastened me sore, but he hath not given me over to death. Open to
me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise Yahweh”
(Psa.118:17-19).
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As the amazing sign had already foreshadowed, after three days the leprosy was
gone – it was as if he had been raised from the dead. Hezekiah felt his heart
overflow in appreciation and joy. He knew that it was nothing that he had done,
rather it was the longsuffering and mercy of his God that led to his miraculous
recovery. As soon as he was able he went straight into the Temple to worship and
he composed a remarkable psalm of thanksgiving recorded in Isa.38:9-22.

Hezekiah’s Psalm of Thanksgiving
“A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after his illness and recovery” (NIV,
Isa.38:9).
This very public and special psalm is divided into two neat sections. Isa.38:10-14
are introduced by “I said” and provide graphic images of the suffering and despair
of a dying man. Isa.38:15-20 begin with “What shall I say?” and celebrate God’s
goodness to him in granting him salvation. There are many beautiful parallels with
Isa.53, and the types of the Lord Jesus Christ are very clear. Note that the word
“sick” here, meaning “to polish or rub down”, is the same as “grief” in Isa.53:10.
“I said, In the prime of my life must I go through the gates of death and be
robbed of the rest of my years?” (NIV, Isa.38:10).
The phrase “the cutting off of my days” (KJV) literally means “the noontide”, that is
the half way point of his life. He had so much more that he needed to do in his life.
Foremost in his mind was his need to produce a godly seed (cp. v.1). In terms of
his sole rule over the kingdom, this was exactly the halfway point of his reign – he‘d
reigned in peace for fourteen years, but was to reign for another fifteen years. It’s
interesting to note that the sign of his recovery was a light that shone brighter than
the sun at noon!

Figure 89 – After his healing,
Hezekiah changed his seal to
show how he had been given life
through the protection of
Yahweh, his Sun.

While Hezekiah was spared, the Lord did go through “the gates of Sheol” (RV) in
the prime of his life. Isaiah says in the companion chapter to this one, “he was cut
off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken”
(Isa.53:8). But he conquered the grave, and so could “sit in the gate of his enemies”
(Gen.22:17). The Lord may have had this passage in mind when he said, “The
gates of hell shall not prevail against it (the ecclesia)” (Matt.16:18). Hezekiah,
because of his intense faith in the covenant that God had made with his father
David, triumphed in type over death because he belonged to the divine family on
earth, the ecclesia of God. The fullness of the triumph was to be seen in the Lord.
The phrase, “I am deprived of the residue of my life” is an interesting one. The word
“residue” literally means the gyrope of a tent. The prophet had said, “Set thine house
in order” (v.1), knowing that the king had no house. So Hezekiah saw the cutting
short of his life like a tent being pulled down. This metaphor is expanded in these
verses.
v.10 “I am deprived of my residue” – “the gyrope” of his tent (house)
had collapsed.
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v.12 “Mine generation is departed” - the word means “to pull up tent
pegs”.
v.12 “…and is removed from me as a shepherds tent” - the word
means “to roll up a tent”.

Figure 90 – Hezekiah felt as if
his life-tent was collapsing.

It was as if his family tent had it’s gyrope collapse, it’s tent pegs pulled
up, and was rolled up, no longer any use. This was the kings despair on
hearing the prophet’s words, that he would not be given opportunity to
raise a godly seed in the line of David.
“I said, I will not again see Yah, Yah, in the land of the living; no longer will I
look on mankind, or be with those who dwell in this world. Like a shepherd’s
tent my house has been pulled down and taken from me. Like a weaver I have
rolled up my life, and he has cut me off from the loom; day and night you
made an end of me” (NIV, Isa.38:11-12).
Hezekiah’s greatest concern, along with the fact he had no seed, was that he would
not be able to enjoy fellowship with Yahweh or with his brethren. Above all else in
life, he loved being able to worship his God in the Temple with others of like precious
faith. He desired above all else to see the glory of God in the Temple and be worthy
of the privilege. Now he felt he would never see the glory again. Amazing as it may
seem, that may have been the very sign of his healing, a revelation of the glory of
God.
Then he paints two metaphors of his illness. The first, of the pulling down of a
shepherd’s tent has already been referred to in v.10.
The second metaphor is one of a weaver, having spent meticulous hours making a
piece of cloth on his loom, cutting it off mid-stream and rolling up the material to
take it away. The RV marg. supporting the NIV says, “I have rolled up (possibly
“Thou hast rolled up“) like a weaver my life: he will cut me off from the thrum.” The
thrum was the very fine fibres that held the woven garment to the frame as the
weaver wove. Hezekiah appreciated how tenuous life was, at any moment those
fine fibres holding us up on the loom of life could be cut!
“I waited patiently till dawn, but like a lion he broke all my bones; day and
night you made an end of me. I cried like a swift or thrush, I moaned like a
mourning dove. My eyes grew as I looked to the heavens. I am troubled; O
Lord, come to my aid!” (NIV, Isa.38:13-14).
Interesting that the symbol of the Assyrian was the lion! Sennacherib’s invasion of
the land was the work of God to judge his people and Hezekiah felt as if God,
through the Assyrians, was cracking him under the pressure. He felt as if he was
being squeezed to death in a vice like grip. There are a number of interesting
references to the bones in the Psalms, and they all speak of the inward ache of
intense trial and calamity (see Psa.6:2; 22:14,17; 31:10; 32:3; 38:3; 51:8; 102:3,5).
And yet, David could write, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but Yahweh
delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken”
(Psa.34:19-20); and, “All my bones shall say, Yahweh, who is like unto thee, which
deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him..?” (Psa.35:10).
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Hezekiah sees himself as a swallow or crane about to migrate at the end of the
summer (note use in Jer.8:7). The swallow was swift in flight and had a mournful,
garrulous sound (note Prov.26:2). One of the psalms of the sons of Korah, possibly
penned at the time of Hezekiah, says: “My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the
courts of Yahweh: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Yea, the
sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may
lay her young, even thine altars, O Yahweh Tz’baoth, my King, and my God”
(Psa.84:2-3).
He’s also like a cooing dove (note Isa.59:11; Nah.2:7). The dove’s cry is a
melancholy sound, a very expressive symbol of his wretchedness, his sobbing and
weeping. Isaiah again wrote: “Yet it pleased Yahweh to bruise him: he hath put him
to grief” (53:10). The phrase “mine eyes fail upward” literally means “mine eyes are
poured out” like buckets, for Hezekiah “wept a great weeping” (cp. v.3). Truly, “He
was oppressed and he was afflicted” (53:7). Hosea used the symbol of the dove
(based on the prophet Jonah) to great effect. “Ephraim is like a silly dove without
heart… they go to Assyria (Hos.7:11); and, “They shall tremble as...a dove out of
the land of Assyria: and I will place them in their houses, saith Yahweh”
(Hos.11:11). Hezekiah understood that he could do nothing for himself, but had to
be totally reliant on God to save him out of his trouble and place him in his house
once again.

Figure 91 – The sorrow of
Hezekiah was as a dove’s cry.

The phrase “undertake for me” (v.14) is better translated “be thou surety for me”.
The figure is that of a miserable helpless debtor being saved from the hard
treatment of a ruthless creditor by the intervention of a sympathetic friend.
“But what can I say? He has spoken to me, and he himself has done this. I
will walk humbly all my years because of this anguish of my soul. Lord, by
such things men live; and my spirit finds life in them too. You restored me to
health and let me live” (NIV, Isa.38:15-16).
What shall I cry as a result of what was done for me? All flesh is grass, but the word
of God abides forever (Isa.40:6-8)! The whole tone of the psalm changes at this
point as Hezekiah realises the majesty of what his God did for him. In places, the
Hebrew is almost untranslatable, indicating that Hezekiah could not put his joy
successfully into words – he was almost incoherent in his gladness and gratitude.
Literally he was to “go in dignity all my years because of the bitterness of my soul”.
He promises to God that he will always remember what He did on his behalf and to
allow that appreciation to change his behaviour for good. It’s as if the king is
referring to the solemn procession in the Temple that he would now walk before
joyfully acknowledging God’s mercy (Psa.42:4). So Isaiah writes: “He shall see the
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied” (53:11). Through his suffering, he saved
his people and kept the way to the true worship of Yahweh open (obviously typical
of the great work accomplished in the Lord Jesus Christ).
He knew that experiences like that which he went through were for the good of
those experiencing them. If allowed to, they could change a man’s life forever. By
such things, men’s lives are revived and they find new purpose in life to serve God.
It generates a new spirit of diligence. Life is serious – we never know when our
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“house” might be brought crashing down, we don’t know what will happen tomorrow.
We need to make the most of it.
The LXX gives a different rendering: “Yea, O Lord, for it was told thee concerning
this (i.e. his sickness); and thou hast revived my breath (Heb. “spirit”); and I am
comforted, and live”. There is a great comfort knowing that God has worked for us
to bring us hope of life. How can we show such distain as not to be thankful for all
He has done and serve Him in a new way of life?
“Surely it was for my benefit that I suffered such anguish. In your love you
kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your
back” (NIV, Isa.38:17).
The KJV translation is not good here. The NIV (and other versions like RSV) capture
the sense. The Living Bible, while a paraphrase, is useful: “Yes, now I see it all – it
was good for me to undergo this bitterness, for you have lovingly delivered me from
death; you have forgiven all my sins”. Isaiah said: “But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed” (53:5; cp. Acts 16:33). What a
contrast to the generation that died in the wilderness, of whom it was said, “Thou
hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance”
(Psa.90:8). Not only did Hezekiah benefit from his typical death, the whole nation
was typically healed!
Figure 92 – The prophet’s
message soothed the king’s
sorrows.

The LXX says, “For thou hast chosen my soul, that it should not perish: and thou
hast cast all my sins behind me” (v.17). What a marvellous privilege we have in
Christ that God is able to hide away our sins so that we can no longer see them.
But here is a challenge – if He has hidden them behind us, we should no longer be
influenced by them. Unfortunately, so often we turn around and are captivated once
again by what should be behind us and out of sight (see Lot‘s wife, Gen.19:17,26;
Lk.17:31-32).
So Paul exhorts: “let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us...looking unto Jesus” (Heb.12:1-2). Again Isaiah writes: “All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and Yahweh hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all” (53:6). Only by looking unto Jesus, and by walking in
his footsteps, can God remove our sins away from us, for he bore all our sins on
the tree.
“For the grave cannot praise you, death cannot sing your praise; those who
go down to the pit cannot hope for your faithfulness. The living, the living –
they praise you, as I am doing today; fathers tell their children about your
faithfulness” (NIV, Isa.38:18-19).
Now that he had been redeemed from the grave, Hezekiah was able to step back
and look more calmly at the dim prospect of death (note Isa. 53:9). It was the total
cessation of life, with no possibility of serving God (cp. Ecc.3:19-20; 9:4-6).
Hezekiah could not bear the thought that he would be unable to commune with God
in His Temple.
His second great concern is also noted here, that he would not have had opportunity
to pass on his love of God and His word to his children. Only the living had the ability
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to make the most of the gift of life. Now he would do it with all his heart, no holding
back. The LXX says: “for from this day shall I beget children, who shall declare thy
righteousness”. He would bear children that he would endeavour to teach the truth.
What an anomaly that Judah‘s greatest king was father to one of Judah‘s most
wicked kings, Manasseh, who brought the Babylonian invasion on the nation
(Jer.15:4). And yet even Manasseh must have stored up some of his father’s
teachings, since he wholeheartedly repented of his evil and did “declare God’s
righteousness” (2Chron.33:18-19).
Again Isaiah writes: “when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see
his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of Yahweh shall prosper in his
hand” (53:10; contrast v.8). Hezekiah understood just how important it was that
God supported him in his upbringing of children. “Lo, children are an heritage of
Yahweh: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of the
mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full
of them…“ (Psa.127:3-5). “Blessed is every one that feareth Yahweh; that walketh
in his ways...Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy
children like olive plants round about thy table” (Psa.128:1,3).
It was not long after, some time after the destruction of the Assyrian army, that
Hezekiah took his lovely bride, Hephzibah, to himself, and what joy he must have
felt at the birth of his son. It was then that he must have realised more fully how true
it was that Yahweh had built his house in mercy. No doubt he took every
opportunity to teach his children the truth of God’s law (Deut.4:9-10; 6:6-9;
Prov.1:8-9).
“Yahweh will save me, and we will sing with stringed instruments all the days
of our lives in the Temple of Yahweh” (NIV, Isa.38:20).
To show his great appreciation, Hezekiah vowed to write psalms of praise in thanks
to his God. Not only did Hezekiah write this psalm, he also collated and organised
the Book of Psalms, the Proverbs, the Song of Solomon and probably Ecclesiastes.
He specifically wrote ten psalms (ten degrees the shadow went back on the sundial
of Ahaz) and collected five others of David and Solomon to make the fifteen songs
of degrees or ascents in total (Psa.120-134; commemorating the extra fifteen
years of his life). The great joy he felt at this time, and his desire to rededicate
himself to Yahweh, is also recorded in numerous psalms (note especially
Psa.66:16-20; 116:1-4).

Figure 93 – Hezekiah composed
10 psalms and added 5 others to
form the 15 Songs of Degrees.

The Condition of Jerusalem
Nearing the end Hezekiah’s illness, Jerusalem had been in a state of panic, for it
had seemed as if nothing could save the city. The Assyrian army was wreaking
havoc in the Judean countryside, and it appeared that Lachish would soon fall. All
the smooth words of Shebna and his men, which had earlier made the city
deliriously happy, were now recognised for what they were, diplomatic hogwash not
worth the paper they were written on. And any support from Egypt, in the form of
the Ethiopian army, was tortuously slow in arriving on the scene. The fighting men,
as well as the mercenary army (cp. Isa.21:13-17), had mysteriously melted to
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almost nothing (Sennacherib wrote: “the irregular and regular troops which he had
brought in to strengthen Jerusalem, his royal city, fell away” – Taylor Prism).
The people observed the Assyrians coming from their roof tops (Isa.22:1). Isaiah
summarises the different reactions to the Assyrian invasion:
•

Isa.22:2-7

Some tried to flee to Egypt (note ch.31).

•

Isa.22:8-11

Some trusted in their own strength.

•

Isa.22:12-14

Some gave up and partied!

•

Isa.22:15-19

Shebna tried to built a monument to himself, in
self-righteousness, not believing God would let
this happen to His people.

•

Isa.22:20-25 Hezekiah, the true servant, trusted in Yahweh and
came to High Priest to show he was cleansed.

The people called out to God in hopelessness and consternation (Psa. 74:1; 83:14). The holy city seemed destined to be “cast down into destruction...utterly
consumed with terrors” (Psa.73:18,19). Isaiah spoke of the city as if it had drunk
out of the dregs of the cup of judgement, with none to guide her (Isa.51:17,18; but
contrast v.22). Many, probably including Shebna and others of his ilk, tried to flee
the city (Isa.30:15-17 note LXX), but fell into the hands of the Assyrians
(Isa.22:3,4), or wandered aimlessly in the Negev wilderness (Psa.107:40; contrast
the renewed blessing on Hezekiah, v.41). The faithful remnant, however, never lost
their trust in God (see Isa.14:32; 17:6-8; 26:16; 33:2; 51:1,2,7).
But now the situation was different. With the king’s recovery there came a drastic
reversal of the standard of government in the nation, back to what it had been before
his illness. The men who had supported Shebna were quickly removed from office,
and stability quickly returned (see relevance of Isa.11:1-5). Isaiah rejoiced in it. “The
Lord is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgement and
righteousness. And wisdom and knowledge (i.e. of God) shall be the stability of thy
(Hezekiah’s) times, and the strength of (Jerusalem’s) salvation: the fear of the Lord
is his treasure” (Isa.33:5,6; far more valuable than all the tribute so stupidly paid to
Sennacherib).
At last, the nation had opportunity to prepare for the coming onslaught. Their sure
help would come from Yahweh. The healing of their king was the very token of the
reality of their coming salvation.
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“He Took Counsel With His Princes”
Preparing to Withstand the Assyrians
2Chron.32:2-8
When Hezekiah finally stood to speak to his people to encourage them to stand firm
against the Assyrians, in his first public appearance since being healed of his
terrible sickness, an incredible fervency ran through the people. At last they had
firm spiritual guidance and direction that made sense. With one purpose the people
set about preparing Jerusalem to withstand the onslaught of the Assyrian invasion
in the sure knowledge that Yahweh, their God, would deliver them.
“When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that he had intended to
make war on Jerusalem, he consulted with his officials and military staff
about blocking off the water from the springs outside the city, and they helped
him. A large force of men assembled, and they blocked all the springs and
the stream that flowed through the land. “Why should the kings of Assyria
come and find plenty of water?” they said.” (NIV, 2Chron.32:2-4).
The siege of Lachish was almost complete, and nothing stood between the Assyrian
army and the holy city of Jerusalem itself. Hezekiah knew that although God had
promised to save the city, faith required action. Faithful men and women must work
with God in faith to receive the gift of grace! So the king consulted with his officers
and his mighty men (Roth. “captains and his heroes”) to determine what was to be
done.
The first consideration was for the city’s water supply, a matter of urgent importance
when preparing for a siege. The city needed water, yet at the same time the enemy
had to be denied access to water for men and animals.
So they blocked off the springs outside the city walls, in particular the upper pool,
or Virgin’s Fountain, and the Brook Kidron in the Kidron Valley. An additional wall
was built on the southern side of the city to effectively enclose within the defences
the new reservoir at Siloam. This pool was to be the main water supply for the city
when it was besieged. But how would water still get to the Pool of Siloam with the
water sources outside the walls blocked in? Hezekiah and his men came up with a
brilliant solution – the cutting of a long tunnel through solid rock to lead the waters
of the Kidron inside the city walls. This is recorded in 2Chron.32:30 (cp. 2Kings
20:20): “Hezekiah also stopped the upper watercourse of Gihon, and brought it
straight down to the west side of the city of David.”
The chief source of water was the upper pool of Gihon – the Virgin’s Fountain – in
the Kidron Valley. The idea was not only to cover this in to prevent the Assyrians
using it, but also to divert the underground flow of water to Siloam by means of a
tunnel, two feet wide and about six feet high, to be driven through solid rock. At this
time Siloam was not inside the city limits, but Hezekiah “raised up...another wall
without” at this corner of the city, and thus ensured protection of the all-important
water supply. This great engineering feat was only accomplished by “gathering
together much people”. Josephus records that the great earthquake of the days of
Uzziah brought about a mighty rock fall in the vicinity of the Virgin’s Fountain that
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made it possible to completely seal it. This same earthquake may have opened up
a fissure previously unknown that Hezekiah was able to use as a basis of his tunnel
(note: from new archaeological evidence, it appears that Ahaz had tried to start a
Figure 94 – The inscription
in Hezekiah’s Tunnel

tunnel in his reign to little effect, see pp.21,27-28).
The tunnel was not driven straight, but rather went in an “S” shape for 1200 cubits
or 1700 feet. This may have been because the diggers had to follow the natural
direction of the fissure, or possibly it took the course it did in order to avoid the
tombs of the kings built into the hillside in this locality. The Hebrew text of
2Chron.32:33 (RV “they buried him in the ascent of the sepulchres of the sons of
David“) has been interpreted by some expositors as implying that it was not possible
to bury Hezekiah in the sepulchres of the kings of Judah because they had been
flooded by seepage from the new conduit that went close to them.
One team of tunnellers began at the Spring of Gihon outside Jerusalem, and
another team worked from the Pool of Siloam to the south, hacking through the
stone until they met. The floor was cut out to increase the flow of water toward the
lower end, so the height of the waterway varies from 4 to 20 feet (water still flows
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through the tunnel). The completion was described in an inscription placed in the
tunnel wall. This plaque is one of the few important surviving fragments of ancient
Hebrew writing. It was accidentally discovered by a boy wading in the Siloam Pool
in 1880, 19 feet back from the Siloam end. It reads:
... the tunnel ... and this is the story of the tunnel while ...
the axes were against each other and while three cubits were left to
cut? ... the voice of a man ...
called to his counterpart, (for) there was ZADA (a fissure) in the rock,
on the right ... and on the day of the
tunnel (being finished) the stonecutters struck each man towards his
counterpart, ax against ax and flowed
water from the source to the pool for 1,200 cubits. and 100?
cubits was the height over the head of the stonecutters ... 15
The Psalms and Isaiah make a number of references to this incredible engineering
feat. “All my springs are in thee (Jerusalem)” (Psa.87:7). “There is a river, the
streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles
of the most high” (Psa.46:4; note that the rest of the psalm is about the destruction
of Sennacherib‘s army). “Ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool”
(Isa.22:9). “Ye made also a ditch (NIV “reservoir“) between the two walls for the
water of the old pool: but ye (the rulers) have not looked unto the maker thereof (as
Hezekiah himself did)” (Isa.22:11; cp. 55:1).
The spiritual import of the tunnel is clear. Isaiah said: “Ho every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, even he that hath no money (55:1). Healing would come
through the washing of the word of life, the wells of salvation (cp. Isa.12:3; Jn.7:3739). These waters could wash away sin so that the believers’ garments would be
whiter than any fuller could wash them (Isa.1:18; Mk.9:3; note the fuller’s field near
the virgin’s fountain, Isa.7:14; 36:2), through the shed blood of the virgin‘s child.
Access to God’s mercy and forgiveness is maintained and protected by the walls of
salvation (Isa.26:1). Note Jn.4:10-14. In Jn.9:1-7, the Lord healed a blind man
using his own spit mixed with dirt and then told him to wash in the Pool of Siloam.
After having done so, the man was able to see. In contrast, while Ahaz could literally
see the waters of Gihon, he was blind to the lessons God was trying to teach him
(Isa.7:3-4; 8:6). Hezekiah on the other hand understood the spiritual significance
foreshadowed in the prophecy of his birth as a type of the coming Messiah who
would save all men.
How significant that it was at this very spot that Rabshekah would later stand to
boast against Yahweh, and try to turn the hearts of the people away from following
after their God (Isa.36:2). Unknowingly, the brilliant Assyrian strategist was only
confirmed the people’s belief in their God and his representative on earth, Hezekiah.
Though Hezekiah “gathered much people” to the work (v.4), there were still some
detractors (cp. Isa.20:2-6; 22:1-19). There were those who scorned all hope
(Isa.28:7-12). Perhaps it was the large numbers that had been taken captive that
15 Archibald Sayce, "The Inscription at the Pool of Siloam," Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterly Statement

13.2 (April 1881): 69–73.
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caused some people this feeling of depression. An incredible number of people,
200 150 in fact, were sent to Nineveh and Babylon (Micah 4:10; Psa.137; cp.
Isa.5:13; 6:12; 52:5). Refugees also fled to Egypt, though they found little rest there
(Isa.19:18,20). The prophets speak of the anguish of these people (Amos 9:9,11;
Micah 1:16; 7:12,13; Psa.44:11,12; Obad.v.11,12; Joel 3:1-7), as did Hezekiah
himself (Psa.79:11). But to the faithful who had been taken, there was still hope
(Psa.106:47).
Joel recorded: “Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch
and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage
to reproach (the reproach of Rabshakeh), that the heathen should rule over them:
wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God? (which is exactly
what Rabshakeh did say)” (Joel 2:17).
Yet overall, the mood was positive, with a sense of purpose and hope.
“Then he worked hard repairing all the broken sections of the wall and
building towers on it. He built another wall outside that one and reinforced
the surrounding terraces of the City of David. He also made large numbers of
weapons and shields” (NIV, 2Chron.32:5).
Isaiah wonderfully recorded: “And thou didst look that day to the armour of the
house of the forest (1Kings 7:2 - the house of the forest of Lebanon with its
colonnades of cedar pillars was the royal armory; cp. 1Kings 10:17). And ye saw
the breaches of the city of David, that they were many: and ye gathered together
the waters of the lower pool. And ye numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and ye
brake down the houses to fortify the wall (using their ready hewn material for new
defences). Ye made also a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the old
pool” (Isa.22:8-11).
The city wall had been ravaged at the time of the earthquake in
the days of Uzziah, and had never properly been fixed (Isa.22:9).
Now the work was done vigorously and quickly to repair the wall
and increase its height. To save time and the considerable labour
involved in hewing new stones, ancient and less desirable
structures in the oldest part of the city were demolished, and their
materials re-used for defence work (Isa.22:10). So hasty and
patchy was it that Isaiah saying it was almost useless (Isa.30:13).
The wall that Hezekiah constructed can still be seen today in
Jerusalem and the hasty form of building is evident. This must
have been somewhat amusing to Sennacherib’s spies observing
the proceedings. However, Hezekiah understood that the wall
meant nothing; only the labour as a sign of trust in God was of
worth.
Figure 95 – The Broad Wall
hastily built to fortify the city

So the record says that Hezekiah “strengthened (hezekiahed)
himself, and built up all the wall that was broken, and raised it up to the towers (ie.
added fortifications on top of the walls).. And he repaired (hezekiahed) in the city of
David the Millo (i.e. the filling)…” (v.5).
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It is evident that the Millo (cp. 2Sam.5:9; 1Kings 9:15,24; 11:27; 1Chron.11:8; the
definite article is always present in the Hebrew) was the filling that was used to level
of the slope of the hill behind the city wall and so strengthen it.

Millo
(filling)

City
Wall

Figure 96 – The Millo or
“filling” to strengthen the walls

Additional towers were raised on the wall for the purpose of lookouts and protection
for archers to fire down on the enemy. The national armory was depleted so a big
stock pile of military equipment was also assembled, including spears (in the
Hebrew “dart” means “a missile of attack”) and shields. No doubt they beat their
ploughshares into swords and their pruninghooks into spears (Joel 3:10; contrast
Isa.2:4). Isaiah wrote: “Thou didst look in that day to the armour of the House of the
Forest (of Lebanon)” (Isa.22:8; cp. 2Chron.9:15,16).
“He appointed military officers over the people and assembled them before
him in the square at the city gate and encouraged them with these words: ‘Be
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the king
of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater power with us
than with him. With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is Yahweh our
God to help us and to fight our battles.’ And the people gained confidence
from what Hezekiah the king of Judah said” (NIV, 2Chron.32:6-8).
Hezekiah organised his army and held a great parade in the square (or broad place;
note, the same word used of the temple court in 2Chron. 29:4) at the gate of the
city. After seeing the unity of the people in their endeavours to protect their great
city, Hezekiah encouraged them to remember where their real strength lay, in
Yahweh the God of Israel. Isaiah likewise reminded the people of this: “Who is he
that feareth Yahweh, that obeyeth the name of his servant, that walketh in darkness,
and hath no light? Let him trust in the name of Yahweh, and stay upon his God.
Behold all ye that kindle a fire (for beating ploughshares into swords), that compass
ye about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks ye have kindled”
(Isa.50:10,11). It was God that would win this battle, their preparations were only
actions of faith showing their trust in His ability to save.
Again Hezekiah made a play on his name: “Be hezekiahed (Heb. chazaq) and alert”!
This call to “be strong and courageous” was a reminder of the promise God gave to
Joshua when the nation first prepared to enter the promised land (Josh.1:8,9). If
He fought for Israel in the past to give them an entrance into the land, He would
fight for them again to keep them there. This was not blind heroism, however. Their
faith was based on the law and testimony which they meditated on and valued as
more precious than anything else.
The king knew that they would survive, his God had promised him the city’s
deliverance. There were more with him than with his enemies. There was a very
similar situation for Elisha and his servant at Dothan. Like Hezekiah, Elisha knew
who his strength was and was given the victory over his enemies (2Kings 6:14-18).
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These words “there be more with us” wonderfully echo the Immanuel prophecy,
“God with us”! (Isa.7:8-9). We should not trust in the arm of flesh, it will only lead to
failure (Jer.17:5; Job 40:9). There can be no doubt that God will fight the battle if
we trust in Him (cp. 2Chron.20:15; Deut.20:1-4). With God on our side, what do
we have to fear? We already have the victory (Rom.8:31-39).
With these comforting words, the people were strengthened and they “leaned
themselves” on his words. Isaiah said: “Adonai Yahweh has given me the tongue
of the learned, that I should know to speak a word in season to him that is weary”
(Isa.50:4). So Paul exhorts: “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with
salt so that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man” (Col.4:6; cp.
2Tim.4:2). Hezekiah knew how important it was to speak to the edification of the
hearer, and the people hung on every word. He was not only their king but their
spiritual guide, and they trusted him as he trusted God. “I will fasten him in a sure
place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his father’s house. And they shall
hang upon him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring and the issue”
(Isa.22:23,24).
So a wonderful sense of calm fell upon the city – Yahweh would work to save it.
Even if the Assyrian came to the very walls of the city, they would not fall, Jerusalem
would survive! (Isa.38:6; 37:32-35; 30:19,20; 33:15,16; 44:26; Joel 2:32;
Psa.147:13; 125:2; 102:13; 48:2,3). With this newfound positiveness, the people
were steadfast in their trust of their God as the Assyrian came nearer. And when at
last the army of Sennacherib, with Rabshakeh at it’s head, did arrive, the people
followed after the example of their faithful king. Despite all the pressure, they did
not collapse because they leant on Hezekiah, whose trust in Yahweh was complete.
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“Whereon Do Ye Trust”
The Rabshekeh’s Speech
2Kings 18:17-37; 2Chron.32:9-19; Isa.36:2-22
The siege of Lachish was still ongoing, but part of the army of Sennacherib marched
on Jerusalem. It was not long until the city was surrounded, and from man’s view
all hope was lost. All supplies were cut off and there was no sign of the help
promised on an earlier occasion by the Egyptians. It was a testing time for all the
people, including Hezekiah, as their trust in their God was seriously put to the test.
“The king of Assyria sent his supreme commander (KJV, “Tartan“), his chief
officer (KJV, “Rabsaris“) and his field commander (KJV, “Rabshekeh“) with a
large army, from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They came up to
Jerusalem and stopped at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the
Washerman’s Field” (NIV, 2Kings 18:17).
Isaiah had already predicted that this siege would occur: “the
daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge
in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city” (Isa.1:8). He
spoke of the Assyrian power as being like the great river
Euphrates overflowing its banks in spring time, almost
drowning the man of Judah, with only his head, Jerusalem,
above water (Isa.8:8). This was a day of trouble when the
valleys around Jerusalem were full of chariots and the
horsemen of Assyria were set in array at the gates of the city
(Isa.22:5,7). Desolation and destruction had come to the land
(Isa.51:19,20), and its capital was surrounded by enemy
camps (Isa.29:3,4).
The watchman, looking out from the towers on the city walls, saw only signs of
desolation, and the fine country houses of the Jerusalem rich in flames (Amos 2:5).
And there was no sign of help from anywhere (Psa. 75:6). Micah said: “Her wound
is incurable; for it is come unto Judah; he (the Assyrian) is come unto the gate of
my people, even to Jerusalem” (1:9; cp. 4:11).

Figure 97 – The Rabshakeh
came to the city walls at Gihon

It is interesting to note that while the Assyrians were the main contingent of the army
and certainly the officer class, many nations were represented. The prophets speak
of the invading force on several occasions as being from “all nations” (Isa.5:26,30;
29:7; 30:28; Micah 4:11; Psa.118:10; 47:3; 79:6). Sargon and Sennacherib had
re-established Assyrian dominance over Elam and Media, a men from these
countries were drafted (Isa.21:2; cp. 22:6). Edom had always been anti-Israel and
were more than happy to help (Psa.137:7; Amos 1:11; Obad.vv.10,13). At first
Moab seems to have been on side with Judah (Isa.16:4,5 LXX “let the outcasts of
Moab dwell with thee“), but this changed when the Assyrians asserted their
influence (Isa.25:10,11; cp. Amos 2:1-3). The Philistines likewise, though initially
pro-Israeli (cp. 2Kings 18:8) are recorded in the Taylor Prism as having sided with
the Assyrians after being brutally treated by the invaders. Kedar (possibly the
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Ammonites? cp. Amos 1:13) and Tyre also supported the Assyrian cause (Amos
1:9,10; Joel 3:4-8).
So it is recorded: “They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a
nation; that the name of Israel be no more in remembrance. For they have consulted
together... (and) are confederate against thee” - Edom, the Ishmaelites, Moab, the
Hagarenes (Gen.16:3), Gebal, Ammon, Amalek, the Philistines, Tyre, and “Assur
(Assyria) is joined with them (Psa.83:4-8). Indeed, all nations had come against
Jerusalem to battle, foreshadowing that great day of Armageddon to come
(Rev.16:16).

Figure 98 – Mount Scopus (as
viewed from Jerusalem)

The great Assyrian army established its main headquarters on
Mount Scopus at the north of the city facing the Damascus gate,
called by Josephus “the camp of the Assyrians”. Sennacherib did
not come in person as he was still preoccupied with Lachish and
Libnah, the only defenced cities besides Jerusalem which had not
fallen. The total subjugation of these was vital so that the Assyrians
could march on Egypt knowing that their rear was secure. The
massive army of Pharaoh Sabataka, the Ethiopian, was slowly
making its way north and Sennacherib had to be prepared to face
it. So the Assyrian king sent three of his trusted leaders to represent
him.
It is of interest that while the first two men, the Tartan or supreme commander and
the Rabsaris or chief officer, had the most power, it was the Rabshekeh or chief of
staff (lit. “chief cup bearer”, cp. Gen.40:20) who took control of the situation. This
man was intelligent, cunning, an expert in propaganda and a master of languages.
It has been suggested that this man was a renegade Jew who had gone over to the
Assyrians for financial gains, as well as the preservation of his own life.
1) He was fluent in Hebrew.
2) He knew that Hezekiah had pushed through a sweeping religious
reformation, and twisted that event to suit his own end (2Kings 18:22).
3) He had detailed knowledge of the prophecies of Isaiah (2Kings 18:25; cp.
Isa.10:5-7).
4) He also knew Micah’s words (2Kings 18:31; cp. Micah 4:4).
5) He appears to allude to Moses’ description of the promised land (2Kings
18:32; cp. Deut. 8:7,8).
6) He alludes to a Messianic prophecy based on Hezekiah (2Kings 18:19,20;
cp. Isa.11:1,2 s.w.; cp. 9:6).
What a contrast to Moses who preferred to suffer with his people than enjoy the
pleasures of Egypt for a season (Heb.11: 24-26). If not, then he was certainly a
man with intimate knowledge of the Jews and their customs and the current
situation within the walls of Jerusalem.
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Rather than approaching from the north, the Rabshekeh decided to approach the
city from the south-eastern corner. He came near the Gihon Spring “by the aqueduct
of the Upper Pool”, the very place where the heart of Ahaz had trembled at the
prospect of the Syrian/Israeli invasion (Isa.7:3), the very place where Isaiah
prophesied of the birth of Immanuel, first seen in Hezekiah (Isa.7:13,14). This also
gave him opportunity to observe the availability of water for the besieged city, as
well as for his own men and horses. He knew Jerusalem well enough to realise that
it was almost impregnable, and that the only hope of reducing it to submission was
through the exhaustion of its stores and supplies of water. While his spies in
Jerusalem had provided some good information, he must have been somewhat
surprised to see the thorough job that had been done at blocking up the spring.
“They called for the king; and Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace administrator
(KJV “over the household“; e.g. over the Temple), Shebna the secretary, and
Joah son of Asaph the recorder went out to them” (NIV, 2Kings 18:18).
On reaching the Spring Towers, Rabshekeh shouted out to those on the wall to get
the king. Hezekiah, in response, decided to send out three men associated with the
worship of Yahweh. It’s as if he was saying to the Assyrians, “You think you’re
fighting against the army of Judah – in fact you’re fighting against the Yahweh, the
Creator of heaven and earth!”
Eliakim son of Hilkiah was the High Priest (cp. Isa.36:3; 22:20). The KJV reading
“over the household” is more accurately “over the House”, i.e. over the Temple of
God. Of interest to note, a bulla or seal impression was found at Hebron with the
inscription, “Belonging to Jehozerah, son of Hilkiah, servant of Hezekiah”.
Jehozerah must have been Eliakim’s brother. Shebna the scribe would appear not
to be the same Shebna of Isa.22 who tried to take control of the kingdom during
Hezekiah’s illness, but rather one of those men employed to inscribe important
events in the records of the kings. Joah the son of Asaph was the recorder or
“remembrancer” (lit. Heb.; cp. Isa.62:6 marg. “ye that are Yahweh‘s
remembrancers”). It would appear that as one of the sons of Asaph, Joah was
responsible for writing psalms in commemoration of key events in the king’s life, as
well as psalms of praise to Yahweh.
Hezekiah’s delegation made it clear to the Rabshakeh that this was a battle
between Yahweh, the God of Israel, and the gods of Assyria including Sennacherib.
Amazingly, they met at the very place that stood as an eternal sign to Israel that El
(power) would be with them (Isa.7:14). They also hoped to make some form of
treaty to bring the conflict to a peaceful resolution or at least give them more time
to prepare. Hezekiah, however, already knew what the outcome would be – the
Rabshakeh would refuse, the siege would continue and the Assyrian army would
finally be destroyed by God.

Figure 99 – Bulla of Jehozerah,
the servant of Hezekiah

So it was that the Assyrians had no intention of indulging in quiet diplomacy or of
offering reasonable terms to the besieged Jews. From the start the Rabshakeh
intended this encounter to be a superb exercise in propaganda. Instead of quiet
talks, the Assyrians kept their distance, and from a vantage point Rabshakeh
addressed Hezekiah’s delegation in Hebrew with a fog-horn voice that carried much
further than the three negotiators.
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Summary of the Serpent Speech of the Rabshakeh (Isa.36)
v.5
v.5
v.6
v.7
v.8
v.9
v.10

Hezekiah is a vain hypocrite! (contrast 11:1-3).
On whom do you place your trust (cp. Jer.2:13).
Don’t expect any help from Egypt.
How can you trust in God when His altars have been removed?
You can’t even find 2000 cavalry soldiers (cp. 21:13-17).
You couldn’t win against one of my men.
God Himself has sent me against you (cp. 8:7-8; 10:5-6).

At this point, Eliakim, Shebna and Joah plead with the Rabshakeh not to speak in
Hebrew to the people. Instead he calls louder (v.11).
v.12
v.14
v.15
v.16
v.17
v.18

Why endure the horrors of a siege?
Don’t let Hezekiah trick you.
Don’t let Hezekiah force religion on you.
If you surrender I will give you peace (cp. Micah 4:4; Deut.8:7-8).
You will enjoy a change of scenery.
Religion can’t save people – the other gods of the nations could do
nothing (cp. 37:10).

Thus, the Rabshakeh sealed Assyria’s fate!
“The field commander said to them, Tell Hezekiah: This is what the great king,
the king of Assyria, says: On what are you basing this confidence of yours?
You say you have strategy and military strength – but you speak only empty
words. On whom are ye depending that you rebel against me?” (NIV, 2Kings
18:19-20).
The Rabshakeh begins his speech with the assertion of his master’s grandeur.
Sennacherib called himself “the great king, the mighty king… the king of Asshur,
the king of the four quarters of the world, the wise shepherd, the favourite of the
gods” (Taylor Prism). This identical title is used in Psa.48:2 of Yahweh and His
representative king on earth, initially Hezekiah, but ultimately the Lord Jesus Christ
who will be called “the king of kings” (Rev.17:14; 19:16). The record in Kings and
Isaiah is at pains to show that this battle of wills was really a battle between the
carnal mind and the mind of the spirit.
In the Hebrew, the question of the Rabshakeh literally reads, “What refuge have
you in the one who gives you refuge?” And this in fact the answer to the question!
Their refuge was in Yahweh, because their king took refuge there. In the same way,
our God is a refuge for us because we take refuge in His Son. The Rabshakeh was
standing on the very spot where Yahweh had promised that El would be with Israel
if they trusted in Him (Isa.7:14). The Rabshakeh was there to challenge Yahweh’s
power to save, but the waters of the Upper Pool symbolised Yahweh Himself
(Jer.2:13).
The Rabshakeh understood that the people leaned heavily on the king (cp.
2Chron.32:8), so he commenced with a personal attack on Hezekiah, labelling him
a vain hypocrite. Hezekiah was Yahweh’s representative in this battle (cp. Isa.11:2)
just as the Rabshakeh represented Sennacherib. This was a fight between the
power of God and the might of the flesh. There was no question about who would
actually come out on top!
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The question of rebellion against Assyria was a spurious one. The Rabshakeh tried
to insinuate that Hezekiah owed submission and allegiance to Sennacherib. This
was utterly false. Hezekiah had rightfully gained his independence in the days of
Sargon II. Furthermore, Hezekiah dynasty extended 300 years in a line right back
to David, far greater than the line of the Assyrian king.
“Look now, you are depending on Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff, which
pierces a man’s hand and wounds him if he leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king
of Egypt to all who depend on him. And if you say to me, We are depending
on Yahweh our God – isn’t he the one whose high places and altars Hezekiah
removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, You must worship before this altar
in Jerusalem?” (NIV, 2Kings 18:21-22).
The Rabshakeh must have disclosed the first piece of information with quite a smirk
of self-satisfaction. The supposedly secret attempt to fix up a close military alliance
with Egypt was known to the Assyrians. The spies of Sennacherib had done a good
job of gathering information during Hezekiah’s illness. Of course, in this case, the
Rabshakeh was quite correct – Egypt could not be trusted on for help. Some of the
Philistine cities had already tried this tactic, but it had proved worthless against the
ravages of the Assyrian lion. Egypt was an old stick now, ready to be broken and
splinter those who leaned on it. Of course, the people had learnt from Shebna’s
mistake, and now they leaned on Hezekiah and their God.

Figure 100 – Egypt was a
broken reed

The Rabshakeh made a terrible mistake in laughing at Hezekiah and the people’s
trust of God. His accusation of Hezekiah destroying Yahweh’s altars was
misinformation and the people standing on the walls knew it. This mistake only
strengthened the resolve of the people. The altars that Hezekiah and the people
destroyed were the idolatrous ones set up by Ahaz. The Assyrians made the
mistake of presuming that Ahaz had established Yahweh’s altars. Ahaz in Assyria’s
eyes was the rule by which Hezekiah was to be measured – the apostacy in Ahaz’s
days was so widespread and common in Judah that it had become accepted as
normal. The Assyrians were unable to appreciate that the rapid and incredible
changes brought about by Hezekiah were done with the whole-hearted support of
the people.
“Come now, make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: I will give
you two thousand horses – if you can put riders on them! How can you
repulse one officer of the least of my master‘s officials, even though you are
depending on Egypt for chariots and horsemen?” (NIV, 2Kings 18:23-24).
The Rabshakeh’s next strategy was to heap scorn and mockery on Jerusalem’s
depleted defences. So he called upon Hezekiah to “make a bargain” (NASB) with
his master Sennacherib. If the Jewish king could find 2000 riders, the Assyrian king
would provide the 2000 horses. But here was another mistake. Any king of Israel
worth his salt would never rely on horses because Yahweh had warned against it
(Deut.17:16). No doubt Hezekiah had dismantled any cavalry that Judah had on
his ascendancy to the throne. Once again, the Assyrian’s jibe backfired and resulted
in strengthening the people’s resolve. In fact it was just a clever ploy to cover up
the fact that the mighty array of the Assyrian cavalry was actually worse than
useless against the solid defences of Jerusalem. Horses needed watering, and
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thanks to the ingenuity of Hezekiah’s engineers there was no water to be found in
the vicinity.
However, it did highlight the fact that many of Jerusalem’s
defenders had fled. The Taylor Prism records: “The Arabs
and his trusty warriors, whom he had brought in to
strengthen Jerusalem, took leave”. Isaiah also seems to
make reference to this in his “burden upon Arabia”: “The
inhabitants of the land of Tema did meet the fugitives with
their bread. For they fled from the swords, from the drawn
sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness
of war… And the residue of the number of the archers, the
mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be few”
(Isa.21:13-17).
Figure 101 – The Arabian
warriors left Jerusalem.

How then could the people of Jerusalem hope to turn away even one of
Sennacherib’s captains? It’s as if the Rabshakeh was saying that the impressive
army he had with him was only a fraction of what Sennacherib could send against
them. What would happen if the Assyrian king came with his whole army? He tried
to make the situation sound hopeless, and to someone without faith, so it may have
applied.
“Furthermore, have I come to attack and destroy this place without word from
Yahweh? Yahweh himself told me to march against this country and destroy
it” (NIV, 2Kings 18:25).
What an amazing statement! Somehow the Rabshakeh knew the prophecies of
Isaiah. “Now therefore, behold, Yahweh bringeth up upon them the waters of the
river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come
up over all his channels, and go over his banks: and he shall pass through Judah;
he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck” (Jerusalem was like
the head, just barely out of the water, Isa.8:7-8). “O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger,
and the staff of their hand is mine indignation. I will send him against a hypocritical
nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil,
and to take the prey” (Isa.10:5-6; this is the language of the latter day Assyrian,
even Russia, Ezek.38:12).
How did the Rabshakeh know this? It would appear that the Assyrians already had
a very good spy network within the city walls. The Rabshakeh knew that Hezekiah
was exhorting his people to put their trust in Yahweh (Isa.36:4,5; 2Chron.32:8). He
knew that a secret treaty had been signed with Egypt that would bring more harm
than good (Isa.36:6). He knew that Hezekiah’s sweeping reforms had re-instituted
Solomon’s altar of burnt offering that Ahaz had removed (Isa.36:7). He knew of the
wholesale desertions from the Judaean army (Isa.36:8; 21:15). He knew of Isaiah
promise that Jerusalem would not be taken (Isa.37:6), and that the Assyrians were
in fact the judgements of God on the nation to turn them back to Him (Isa.8:7;
10:5,6).
This inside knowledge definitely rattled the people, despite the previous statements
that were obviously wrong and revealed unwarranted over-confidence on the part
of the Assyrians. Isaiah, however, was trying to strengthen the people’s resolve to
follow the faithful example of their king. “Fear ye not the reproach of men, neither
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be ashamed of their revilings” (Isa.51:7). Unfortunately the three delegates, Eliakim,
Shebna and Joah were still worried about the effects of the Rabshakeh’s words on
the people.
“Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and Shebna and Joah said to
the field commander, ‘Please speak to your servants in
Aramaic, since we understand it. Don’t speak to us in
Hebrew in the hearing of the people on the wall.’ But the
commander replied, ‘Was it only to your master and you
that my master sent me to say these things, and not to the
men sitting on the wall – who, like you, will have to eat their
own filth and drink their own urine?’ ” (NIV, 2Kings 18:2627).
The Rabshakeh’s words, delivered in a rough powerful voice,
carried from the hill on which they stood to the men standing on
the walls of Jerusalem. It is probable that the population had flocked to that section
of the walls so that they could hear what would transpire. The three delegates
feared a complete collapse in morale so they asked him to use Aramaic, which
may have been the administrative language in Assyria.

Figure 102 – Eliakim, Shebna
and Joah are ignored by the
Rabshakeh.

This very request, however, highlighted the fact that he had hit a raw nerve, so the
Rabshakeh decided to make the most of it. In loud, crude cries he shouted out
louder in Hebrew to those on the walls (2Chron. 32:18), that worse would come.
During the siege they would be brought to the point of starvation where they would
have to eat and drink their own bodies’ waste. If he was able to terrify the people
enough, they might put pressure on the Jewish leaders to give in peacefully, giving
the Assyrians a bloodless victory.
And yet the people were still silent and did not respond a word! This showed the
Rabshakeh that Hezekiah was still in charge and that he had the complete
allegiance of the people. To hearken to such a command showed that they really
did have confidence in him and his policy.
“Then the commander stood and called out in Hebrew: ‘Hear the word of the
great king, the king of Assyria! This is what the king says: Do not let Hezekiah
deceive you. He cannot deliver you from my hand. Do not let Hezekiah
persuade you to trust in Yahweh when he says, Yahweh will surely deliver us;
this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria’ ” (NIV, 2Kings
18:28-30).
The Rabshakeh knew that the only reason the people remained silent was that
Hezekiah was in control and still had his trust. So, he knew that he had to undermine
the authority of the king who had become “a hiding place from the wind, and a covert
from the tempest” (Isa.32:2; note context in vv.5-8, NIV “But the noble man makes
noble plans, and by noble deeds he stands“.) The Rabshakeh decided to speak
lying words and villany against Hezekiah personally and the one he trusted in –
Yahweh, the God of Israel. He was the epitome of the serpent thinking, that liar and
manslayer from the beginning that first introduced the idea that God could not be
trusted. “Thou shalt not surely die!” (Gen.3:1-5).
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The Rabshakeh accused Hezekiah of simply promoting his own propaganda, and
that his words were lies and his trust totally misplaced. The Assyrian uses the word
“trust” seven times in his speech, trying to emphasise how foolish it was for the
people to trust in a God they could not see. From a human viewpoint this argument
appeared true – the Judean army and Arab irregulars had deserted and morale was
low with in the walls, while without was the mighty Assyrian host. Time and time
again the Rabshakeh repeated that Hezekiah could not be trusted.
Although the people did not respond and they kept Hezekiah’s command, the
sustained verbal attack cut deep. “Thou (Yahweh) makest us to be a reproach to
our neighbours, a scorn and derision to them that are around us” (Psa.44:13; cp.
Hezekiah‘s feelings in Psa.102:8; 42:10; note Psa.89:50,51). It was usual for
Sennacherib to use the full royal titles of those he captured, but such was his hatred
and scorn of Hezekiah that the only title he gave him was “the Jew”.

Figure 103 – Jonah
preaches in Nineveh.

It is clear, however, that Sennacherib’s hatred
did not stop with Hezekiah; the Assyrian king
detested the very Name of Yahweh. It is very
likely that the words of the God of Israel
through Jonah were still remembered: “Yet
forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown”
(Jonah 3:4). This stern message from the
prophet of sign (Jonah must have been an
amazing sight!) had caused the whole city to
submit to Yahweh, the God of Israel, and they
saw that He was not only powerful, but merciful
as well. But Sennacherib, a devout worshipper
of the Assyrian national god Ashur, was
furious every time he heard mention of Yahweh who had so humbled his mighty
people. There is little doubt that he vowed to avenge the reputation of both his
country and his god, and that the God of the Jews would pay for Assyria’s
humiliation. In the king of Assyria’s mind, the account was soon to be squared, in
less than 40 days!
“Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what the king of Assyria says: ‘Make peace
with me and come out to me. Then everyone of you will eat from his own vine
and fig tree and drink water from his own cistern, until I come and take you to
a land like your own, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and
vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey. Choose life and not death! Do not
listen to Hezekiah, for he is misleading you when he says, Yahweh will deliver
us’…” (NIV, 2Kings 18:31-32).
Sennacherib cleverly quotes from the prophecy of Micah (cp. Micah 4:4), spoken
not long before the Assyrian invasion, claiming to be the one to fulfil the promise of
blessing. Coming from the Assyrian king, however, it was a hollow promise. Even if
there were villages, vineyards and orchards left untouched after the siege to go
back to, they would still be taken captive. But even Assyria’s ruthless policy of
uprooting defeated nations and deporting them to distant territories (2Kings 15:29;
16:9; 17:6,24) was dressed up to sound like migration into the age of Messiah.
The promise of a good land, rich in natural resources, was lifted straight out of
Deut.8:7-8, the promise of Yahweh to His people Israel that He would bring them
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into the land promised to their fathers. Interestingly enough, though, the Rabshakeh
lists six things: this was the flesh promising the fulfilment of fleshly desires!
Note: The Rabshakeh calls on the people not to trust in Hezekiah on four occasions
(18:29,30,31,32), showing that, in his opinion, this was the key point on which the
fall of Jerusalem hung.
“Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land from the hand of the king
of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of
Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah? Have they rescued Samaria from my hand?
Who of all the gods of these countries has been able to save his land from
me? How then can Yahweh deliver Jerusalem from my hand?” (NIV, 2Kings
18:33-35).
The Rabshakeh rammed home the point: Sennacherib’s list of achievement
was quite impressive, and in fact there were many places he could have
mentioned but didn’t. All of these people prayed to their gods, but it made no
difference, they were still overthrown by the Assyrian army. However, all
these people, who were transported to Samaria by Shalmaneser, admitted
the impotency of their gods (2Kings 17:24-26). From the moment he began
his tirade about the futility of faith in a “powerless” Yahweh (note Isa.36:15;
37:10), the Rabshakeh had sealed the fate of Sennacherib and his
“invincible” army. This was a battle that he now had no chance of winning!
The record of Chronicles points out that this was by no means the last verbal
barrage the people had to listen to: “And his servants spake yet more against
Yahweh Elohim, and against His servant Hezekiah” (2Chron.32:32:16).

Figure 104 – The Assyrians had
defeated all before them.

“But the people remained silent and said nothing in reply, because the king
had commanded, ‘Do not answer him’.” (NIV, 2Kings 18:36)
This was the real test of faith for the people, but they were so confident in
Hezekiah’s leadership that they implicitly followed his commands (cp.
2Chron.32:8). What a positive example of faith Hezekiah must have been. Despite
the frailty of his appearance so soon after his illness, he could not help but instill
absolute confidence in his beliefs and his God.
And at last, the Rabshakeh ended his bitter words, astounded that the people hadn’t
cracked. He’d been winning, why hadn’t he won? But there is no way that the great
God of Israel could be defeated, and it was in Him that the people placed their trust.
Yet there is no doubt that the people and their leaders were deeply effected by
these harsh words. The faithful remnant lifted up their prayers in the Temple: “O
God, how long shall the adversary reproach? Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name
forever?... Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O Yahweh, and that
the foolish people have blasphemed thy name… Arise, O God, plead thine own
cause: remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily. Forgive not the voice
of thine enemies: the tumult of those that rise up against thee increaseth continually”
(Psa.74:10,18,22,23). They went even further in their prayers to call on their God
to avenge them (Psa.79:10,12; cp. 139:19-22; 140:8-11). And the reply came back
through Isaiah, to encourage the people and spell out Assyria’s doom (Isa.37:22Hezekiah Who Trusted In Yahweh Study Notes G Shugg.docx 6/20/2019
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24,29). We can wonder what Sennacherib’s thoughts might have been on hearing
these words if they were reported back to him by his spies.
“Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace administrator (lit. who was over the
house, i.e. High Priest in the Temple), Shebna the secretary and Joah son of
Asaph the recorder went to Hezekiah, with their clothes torn, and told him
what the field commander (the Rabshakeh) had said” (NIV, 2Kings 18:37).
An easy peace was out of the question, and for all intents and purposes the
delegation’s original plan of gaining a peaceful resolution was dashed. When they
finally came before the king, their grief could no longer be held in, and with a cry
they tore their clothes. In some desperation, they recounted the Rabshakeh’s words
and impressed on the king the severity of the city’s plight.
It seems that at this time, letters from Sennacherib arrived in the palace while
simultaneously his men yelled out abuse at the people still on the wall. “The king
also wrote letters insulting Yahweh, the God of Israel, and saying this against Him:
‘Just as the gods of the peoples of the other lands did not rescue their people from
my hand, so the God of Hezekiah will not rescue his people from my hand’. Then
they called out in Hebrew to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to terrify
them and make them afraid in order to capture the city. They spoke about the God
of Jerusalem as they did about the gods of the other peoples of the world – the work
of men’s hands” (2Chron.32:17-19).
Comparing Yahweh, the God of Israel, the only true God and the Creator of heaven
and earth, with idols of wood and stone was a grave mistake. Like the deliverance
of Israel from Egypt, this was not simply a battle between and Jewish leader and a
Gentile leader (i.e. Moses against Pharaoh or Hezekiah against Sennacherib), this
was a battle between Yahweh, the true God, and the flesh. There could be no
question of who was going to win.
It is therefore significant that much of Isaiah’s language regarding the situation is
taken straight from the time of the Exodus (Isa.51:10,9 cp. Exod.14:16; Isa.52:12
cp. Exod.14:19; Isa.43:2-4; 19:1,3,5,11,16 which refers to the pillar of cloud, the
Glory of God, the futility of the gods of Egypt, the drying up of Egypt’s waters, the
inadequacy of Egypt’s rulers, etc.), and God’s care of them during the wilderness
wanderings (Isa.41:17,18; 43:19-21; 48:21; 49:9-12). Note also Isa.10:24-27;
11:15; 4:5. The psalms written at the time also contain the same ideas (cp.
Psa.44:1-3; 74:13,14; 77:19,20; 80:1-8; 81:5-7; 114:1-8). If, as is intimated by the
record, Israel was delivered from the Assyrian army at the time of Passover, all
these references would have even greater significance.
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“Lift Up Your Prayer For The Remnant”
Hezekiah’s Response
2Kings 19:1-19; 2Chron.32:20; Isa.37:1-20
Hezekiah’s faith was now facing another test. He had only recently come through
the trauma of his illness and now he had to face the Assyrian siege of his royal city,
the falling morale of his people, and above all the vilification of his God, Yahweh. It
is a testament to the greatness of the king that he did not lose trust in his God, but
rather turned to Him in prayer.
“When Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and went
into the Temple of Yahweh.” (NIV, 2Kings 19:1)
Having heard the report of his delegates concerning the Rabshekeh’s message,
having read the blasphemous letter of Sennacherib, and having heard the taunts
of the Assyrian soldiers outside the walls, Hezekiah tore off his outer garments as
a sign of of his abhorrence of the way in which his God was being so terribly
reproached. He knew that the situation was humanly hopeless, and so he knew he
had no where else to turn but to his God. His feelings at this time are poignantly
captured in Psalm 120. His counsel to the people at the start of the siege became
his own exhortation: “Be strong and very courageous… for there are more with us
than them.”
So, putting on sackcloth (a symbol of mourning and repentance), the king went into
the Temple to beseech Yahweh. Note that the record here consciously
emphasises not what he said but what he did! At the same time he sent his trusted
aides to the home of Isaiah who was now officially recognised as Yahweh’s leading
spokesman in the city. What an incredible indication of Hezekiah’s humility: Ahab
sent a bullying official to consult with a prophet (1Kings 22:9); Ahaziah sent a
squad of fifty soldiers (2Kings 1:9); but Hezekiah sends his most trusted ministers
in sackcloth!

Figure 105 – Hezekiah tore
his clothes in anguish.

“He sent Eliakim the palace administrator (literally “the one over the house”, i.e.
the High Priest who was responsible for the Temple and its services), Shebna the
secretary and the leading priests, all wearing sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah
son of Amoz. They told him, ‘This is what Hezekiah says: This is a day of
distress and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come to the point of birth
and there is no strength to deliver them.’ ” (NIV, 2Kings 19:2-3)
The leaders quoted the sentiments of Isaiah’s own words to him: “For it is a day of
trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by Adonai Yahweh…” (Isa.22:5). It
was a day in which a child needed to be brought forth but, although all the signs
were there, nothing actually happened. All of Hezekiah’s efforts to bring about a
spiritual revival, “a new birth”, were apparently coming to nothing, and seemingly
inevitable disaster would destroy the new found faith of the people. Isaiah had only
recently spoken of this using the same imagery (Isa.26:16-18). But of even greater
import was the relevance of what Isaiah had prophesied to Hezekiah’s father, Ahaz,
concerning the virgin conceiving and bringing forth a son (cp. Isa.7). The promise
of Immanuel, God (El or “power”) with us, was still motivating the people but that
Hezekiah Who Trusted In Yahweh Study Notes G Shugg.docx 6/20/2019
4:18:00 PM

135

Hezekiah – The King Who Trusted In Yahweh
faith, while trying to work, was having difficulty in bringing definite results. Yahweh
needed to work in their lives to bring about their salvation as they could not do it for
themselves.
“It may be that Yahweh your God will hear the words of the field commander
(the Rabshekeh) whom his master, the king of Assyria, has sent to ridicule the
living God, and that He will rebuke him for the words Yahweh your God has
heard. Therefore pray for the remnant that still survives.” (NIV, 2Kings 19:4)
Hezekiah knew that Isaiah was God’s spokesman in the city and that it was
imperative that he communicate with Yahweh through the prophet. There is no
presumption here, Hezekiah knows he is totally reliant on Yahweh’s mercy. So he
appeals for Isaiah to pray to God his behalf specifically because of the blasphemy
against the name of “the living God”. Not only does this title deliberately set a
contrast with the lifeless idols of Assyria that had no power against Yahweh, it also
conjures up the idea of “the God of the living creatures” (cp. Deut.5:26; Josh.3:10;
Psa.42:2; 84:2; Matt.16:16; 26:23; 2Cor.3:3; 6:16; Heb.12:22; Rev.7:2).
Hezekiah clearly appeals for a divine intervention through a manifestation of the
Cherubim of glory (note also Ezek.1:5-14; 10:1,19-22; Rev.4:6-9).
It seems strange for Hezekiah to use the term “Yahweh your God”, since he surely
believed that Yahweh was also his God. It may be an effort to emphasise his own
humility and dependence on Isaiah to be an intermediary on his behalf before God.
He may have even felt shame for how his governing council, under Shebna’s
corrupting influence, stripped the Temple of its gold to give in bribe to Sennacherib.
Even though this was out of his control while he was ill, he still felt keenly the fact
that it happened during his reign.

Figure 106 – Shear-jashub
was a type of the remnant.

What a marvelous theme “the remnant” is in the record of Hezekiah and Isaiah. The
prophet’s own firstborn son was named Shear-jashub meaning “the remnant shall
return”, as prophetic of the salvation of Israel in the end (cp. Isa.7:3; 10:20-22;
2Kings 19:30-31). Sennacherib had already sent 200 000 Jews into captivity
(compared to 27 000 when Sargon overran the northern kingdom). More than 40
fortresses had already fallen to his assault troops. All the land, except for
Jerusalem, was ravaged by his forces and by Edom and other neighbouring nations
happy to see Judah’s demise.
“When King Hezekiah’s officials came to Isaiah, Isaiah said to them, Tell your
master, this is what Yahweh says: Do not be afraid of what you have heard those words with which the underlings of the king of Assyria have
blasphemed me. Listen! I am going to put such a spirit in him that when he
hears a certain report, he will return to his own country, and there I will have
him cut down with the sword.” (NIV, 2Kings 19:5-7)
The reply of Yahweh came back almost instantaneous to the arrival of the
messengers. And it was the same message that Isaiah had spoken years before to
Hezekiah’s father, Ahaz: Be not afraid! (Isa.7:4). God’s contempt of the Assyrian
king and his men was obvious; to describe them He uses a word which literally
means “lads” as a phrase of contempt. Robert Alter translates it as “lackeys”. They
were no men before the Almighty God of heaven and earth, they were mere
underlings.
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The word “blast” (KJV) is ruach meaning “wind”, “breath” or “spirit” (note Jn.3:8).
An angel would blow like a tempestuous wind against Sennacherib so forcefully that
he would have no choice but to return to his own land. The report that Sennacherib
eventually heard was that his greatest Babylonian enemy, Merodach-baladan
(Marduk-apal-iddina II, “Marduk Has Given Me an Heir”), was stirring up trouble
again in Babylon, probably conspiring with Bel-ibni whom Sennacherib had set on
the Babylonian throne in BC 703.
Sennacherib returned to the east after the defeat of his army outside the walls of
Jerusalem (another devastating report of a supernatural defeat! cp. vv.34-35;
Isa.37:36-37), and in BC 700 marched on Merodach-baladan who had established
himself in Bit-Yakin. The Babylonian fled to southern Elam, and Sennacherib
replaced Bel-ibni (who had rebelled against him) with his own son Ashur-nadinshumi in BC 699. When Sennacherib attacked the coastal cities of Elam, where
Merodach-baladan had fled, no mention was made of him, but his son
Nabushumishkun was taken prisoner by Sennacherib in the battle of Halulê.
Merodach-baladan died in Elam before Sennacherib entered the area in BC 694.
The Elamites took this opportunity with Sennacherib away to attack Babylon and
they took the young ruler captive to Elam and killed him. The death of his firstborn
resulted in Sennacherib sacking Babylon in BC 689 after a nine-month siege.
Sennacherib returned to Nineveh and the final years of his reign appear to have
passed without incident until his untimely death. In January BC 681 his own sons
assassinated him: “as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god…
Adrammelech (Arda-Mulissi) and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and
they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his
stead.” (Isa.37:38). It is for this reason that both Isaiah and the chronicler of the
Kings record links his death with with his blasphemy against Yahweh – the gods he
had blindly trusted in could not save him, in fact they turned against him! (cp.
2Kings 19:36-37). He was even killed right in front of them, in their own temple!
From the Assyrian inscriptions, it seems that the people saw Sennacherib’s death
as retribution from the gods for destroying Babylon. He was survived by his principal
wife Naqia, mother of his heir Esarhaddon; interestingly, her non-Assyrian name
suggests that she was of either Jewish or Aramaean origin.
It must not have been long after Isaiah spoke these reassuring words of hope, that
the whole city had heard the stirring message. The people believed the words of
Yahweh through His prophet Isaiah, and implicitly trusted in the leadership of their
faithful king. They were already as good as saved, all they had to do was to wait
patiently for it in hope (and so it is for those in Christ).
“When the field commander (the Rabshekeh) heard that the king of Assyria
had left Lachish, he withdrew and found the king fighting against Libnah.”
(NIV, 2Kings 19:8).
The Rabshekeh felt that there was nothing else that he could do at Jerusalem. Even
the news that Sennacherib had taken Lachish could not blunt the people’s resolve.
The faithfulness of Hezekiah and the people’s trust in their king had been more
powerful than his own bitter tirade. So he left the army in a state of passive siege
around Jerusalem to report back to his master.
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Sennacherib having defeated Lachish had moved north against the
strongly fortified Libnah (“whiteness”; probably Tel Burna) in the
Shaphelah. Libnah was now the only obstacle to the complete
domination of both the Judean and Philistine countryside. However,
there is no mention of Libnah’s capture in the scriptures nor
archaeological evidence of it having fallen, so it would appear that
Sennacherib was unable to take the city because of the news that a
huge Egyptian/Kushite army had returned to the land a second time
and was almost upon him.
“Now Sennacherib received a report that Tirhakah, the Cushite
king of Egypt, was marching out to fight against him. So he again
sent messengers to Hezekiah king of Judah: ‘Do not let the god
you depend on deceive you when he says, Jerusalem will not be
handed over to the king of Assyria. Surely you have heard what
the kings of Assyria have done to all the countries, destroying
them completely. And will you be delivered? Do the gods of the
nations that were destroyed by my forefathers deliver them: the
gods of Gozan, Haran, Rezeph and the people of Eden who were
in Tel Assar? Where is the king of Arpad, the king of the city of
Sepharvaim, or of Hena or Ivvah?’ ” (NIV, 2Kings 19:9-13)
Figure 107 – The Egyptian/
Kushite army came into the
land a second time after the
Battle of Eltekeh.

Egypt in the south was a great power that had passed its zenith (cp. Isa.36:6). At
the time of Hezekiah, the 25th Dynasty of the Nubian Dynasty or the Kushite Empire
was in control (BC 760-656). They were a line of rulers originating in the Nubian
Kingdom of Kush and most saw Napata as their spiritual homeland. Not usually
aggressive except under provocation, Isaiah taunted this Dynasty as “Rahab (“the
arrogant”) that sitteth still” (RV, Isa.30:7). Shabaka, the Pharaoh of Egypt, had
allowed his brother Tirhakah, the king of Kush, to take the lead in international
affairs while he kept the Lower Kingdom proudly indifferent to the challenging
encroachment of the Assyrians until they had almost penetrated the Egyptian
border (cp. Isa.20:3-5).
In BC 713 Tsawi Tirhakah succeeded to the crown of the Ethiopian kingdom of Kush
(Napata; cp. 2Kings 19:9; Isa.37:9). He was also known as Snefer-Ra Pianki and
was ruler of Kush (BC 713-664) during the time that his brother Shabaka was
Pharaoh of Egypt (BC 713-698; called “So” in 2Kings 17:4). Tirhakah was able to
assert his sway over the whole of the Nile valley during his reign as king of Kush,
with his brother Shabaka’s endorsement, and vigorously adopted the policy of
checkmating Assyria by stirring up disaffection amongst the Assyrian vassal states
in Palestine.
Around BC 703, Tsawi Tirhakah sent the Kushite embassy to Hezekiah as foretold
in Isa.18. Hezekiah committed Judah to a treaty with Egypt and hence committed
rebellion against Assyria. Before Sennacherib besieged Lachish, Tirhaka had come
with his brother Shabaka against Assyria at Eltekeh to aid Ekron, in an effort to
ensure Egypt’s safety (see notes pp.95,100). Tirhakah then returned to Judah a
second time, when Sennacherib turned his attention to Libnah, to try to protect
Jerusalem in fulfilment of his alliance with Hezekiah.
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It is clear from the record that Egypt/Kush decided to come to Judah’s
aid not simply because of their alliance but more so because they feared
that Assyria would target them next. It appears that Tirhakah marched
the Egyptian/Kushite army to Raphia before turning inland and marching
up towards Jerusalem. He probably intended to cut off an Assyrian
retreat, or to raise the siege of Jerusalem and add Hezekiah’s forces to
his own. Sennacherib saw the danger in this last possibility and he
immediately ended his attempts against Libnah so that he could go and
intercept the Egyptian move inland. He also sent the Rabshakeh back to
Jerusalem with a letter addressed personally to Hezekiah.
In his letter the Assyrian king accuses Yahweh of deceiving Hezekiah.
This was blatant blasphemy and Sennacherib paid for it dearly. He was
ultimately deceived by his sons (v.37)! His tirade against the people’s reliance on
Yahweh was repeated in every Assyrian attempt to bring down their defences (note
18:33-34), as if it was a rehearsed and common approach (Isa.36:18-20; 37:1113). The logic of the king was clearly faulty: “The gods of all the other nations were
powerless against me – so will Yahweh your God be”. It’s the same line of argument
used by many unbelievers today: “Jesus Christ hasn’t returned yet, so he never
will”.

Figure 108 – The Kushite
army under Tirhakah.

Therefore, Sennacherib boasted: “As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols,
and whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria, shall I
not…so do to Jerusalem and her idols?” Despite this, the king was not averse to
using Yahweh’s own words when they suited him (Isa.36:10; cp. 8:7; 10:5-6). It is
interesting to note that the king of Hamath, taken prisoner by Sargon, bore the name
Yaubidi meaning “the servant of Yahweh” (on Sargon’s Nimrud inscription) –
Sennacherib must have really boasted in overcoming one of Yahweh’s servants.
From a human point of view Sennacherib had a point – where were the men of the
nations that stood against the Assyrians? Impaled on stakes, with their skulls piled
up in pyramids outside the empty husks of their empty cities. And yet this gratuitous
violence and show of strength meant nothing to the Almighty. So Isaiah prophesied,
“Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when Yahweh hath performed His whole work
upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the
king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. For he said, By the strength of my
hand have I done it” (Isa.10:10-13; cp. 37:26-29). Not only was he to personally
face humiliation, but his gods who he boasted in would be shown to be only the
graven images that they were (see Isa.46:6,7). And in the end, Sennacherib’s gods
could not save him in the very place they were meant to have most power.
On hearing the words of Sennacherib, Isaiah immediately went to work in the city
showing the inane futility of all idol worship (Isa.44:9-20). What a contrast to
Yahweh, the living God: “To who will ye liken God? Or what likeness will ye compare
unto him?” (Isa.40:18; cp. 45:6-7). These same ideas were included in psalms for
the Temple service by Hezekiah (cp. Psa.96:3-5; 97:7-9; 115:4-8).
From Yahweh’s answer to the letter, it is evident that other things were written in
the letter by the Assyrian king: “With my many chariots I have ascended the heights
of the mountains, the utmost heights of Lebanon. I have cut down its tallest cedars,
the choicest of its pines. I have reached its remotest parts, the finest of its forests.
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I have dug wells in foreign lands and drunk the water there. With the soles of my
feet I have dried up the stream of Egypt” (NIV, vv.23-24). Note the self-boasting of
the king. Sennacherib records: “Ashur and Ishtar, who loved my priesthood and
have pronounced my name, showed me where the great cedar trunks, which had
grown lofty trees from distant days and become mighty, sprang up as they lay
concealed in the mountains of Sirara (i.e. Hermon).” Sargon used the same
language:
I have filled with terror the lands of those that rebelled against me, and
have displayed the signs of my dominion to the four elements. I have
laid open thick and vast forests without number, and have removed
their glades. I have traversed winding valleys in the deserts where
desolation abides, and in my passage I have dug deep wells.16
It was this self-reliance that led about the downfall of the Assyrians. Man is not
capable of directing his own life (Jer.10:23). It is only by turning to God that any
good can come of our lives. Without Him there is no meaning.
It is possible that these ideas also contained a veiled threat of what the king would
do to Jerusalem once he finally came. “The height of the mountains” would suggest
the Temple in Jerusalem (Isa.2:2), as would the allusion to fir trees and cedars
(1Kings 5:10; 6:15,34,36). “The innermost part of his lodging place” could refer to
the Holy of Holies. References to Lebanon and “the forest of his Carmel” could
allude to the national armory in the House of the Forest of Lebanon (1Kings 10:17;
14:26-28). “Strange waters” and “rivers of besieged places” may also imply that the
king would uncover the city’s water supply and undo all the good work done earlier.
Sennacherib was saying in no uncertain terms that Jerusalem and Yahweh’s
Temple would be decimated!
However, Hezekiah was not really afraid of the king’s words, he was far more
concerned over the blasphemy brought upon the name of his God.
“Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went
up to the temple of Yahweh and spread it out before Yahweh. And Hezekiah
prayed to Yahweh: O Yahweh, God of Israel, enthroned between the
cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have
made heaven and earth. Give ear, O Yahweh, and hear; open your eyes, O
Yahweh, and see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to insult the living
God” (NIV, 2Kings 19:14-16).

Figure 109 – Hezekiah lays
out Sennacherib’s letter
before Yahweh.

With indignation against the Assyrian, Hezekiah laid out the letter on the floor of
the Temple before his God. Calling upon the living God, in contrast to the dead
idols of the heathen, he pleaded with Yahweh to do something to vindicate Himself.
From beginning to end, Hezekiah only showed concern for the blatant disregard of
Yahweh’s holiness. The phrase “the living God” also was a reminder of the cherubic
glory. It is interesting to note, therefore, that Yahweh calls on the God of the
Cherubim to hear the words on Senna-cherib. In Nineveh, a mighty avenue of
cherubic figures lined the road by which the kings of Assyria approached the

16 Recorded on an inscription that was inscribed on the palace walls at Khorsabad by Sargon II.
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Temple in the city. Note that Hezekiah commences his prayer with glory to God as
all good prayers should (cp. Matt.6:9-10).
He calls on Yahweh to “bow dear” or “give ear”. This word in the Hebrew means “to
stretch” and is used in the Psalms to describe the cries of the faithful desiring to be
heard (Psa.17:6; 31:2; 45:10; 71:2; 86:1; 88:2; 102:2). Although God does not
need us to draw His attention to things, or or be reminded of what to do, He does
delight in his servants bowing before Him with an attitude like Hezekiah because it
is glorifying to Him (Psa.50:15).
“It is true, O Yahweh, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste these nations
and their lands. They have thrown their gods into the fire and destroyed them,
for they were not gods but only wood and stone, fashioned by men’s hands.
Now, O Yahweh our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all the kingdoms
on earth may know that you alone, O Yahweh are God” (NIV, 2Kings 19:1719).
This was the crux of the issue. Sennacherib was challenging Yahweh’s existence.
The God of Israel was not going to do nothing – He would be vindicated in the sight
of all nations. Although the gods of the other nations were destroyed by the
Assyrians, they were but wood and stone. Yahweh was, and is, a mighty power who
would show the world that He was the only true God!
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“I Will Defend This City To Save It”
Yahweh’s Assurance Through Isaiah
2Kings 19:20-34; Isa.37:21-35
There was no question in Hezekiah’s mind of the sovereign majesty and power of
God – and Yahweh was going to repay that trust in full. The king of Assyria and his
army was doomed. Isaiah, Yahweh’s prophet and spokesman in Jerusalem,
confirmed the king’s belief in a powerful pronouncement of the destruction of the
Assyrian host.
“Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent a message to Hezekiah: This is
what Yahweh, the God of Israel, says: I have heard your prayer
concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria” (NIV, 2Kings 19:20).
Hezekiah had heard these words before, when God saved him from
his illness (cp. 20:5). There was no question about it – God would
save Judah and Jerusalem, just as surely as He had cured their king.
The letter from Sennacherib was answered without delay by a letter
from Isaiah containing the words of Yahweh. Isaiah had also said
earlier, “The people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep
no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry;
when He shall hear, He shall answer thee” (Isa.30:19).

Figure 110 – Isaiah sent
Yahweh’s message to the king.

“This is the word that Yahweh has spoken against him: The Virgin Daughter
of Zion despises and mocks you. The Daughter of Jerusalem tosses her head
as you flee. Who is it you have insulted and blasphemed? Against whom have
you raised your voice and lifted your eyes in pride? Against the Holy One of
Israel!” (NIV, 2Kings 19:21-22).
The Assyrian army was as good as defeated already (the word “despised” also
means “plundered”). It was as if they had already turned tail and fled in terror. The
title of “the Virgin Daughter of Zion” is only used here and describes Jerusalem as
Yahweh’s chosen bride (note Gal.4:26; “Daughter of Zion” is used by the prophets
as a title of Judah - Jer.14:17; 18:13; 31:4; cp. Micah 4:8-10; 5:1-3). Although
Sennacherib and the Rabshakeh scorned them, they now wagged their head in
contempt and derision of the Assyrians (see how the idea is used in Psa.22:7; Job
16:4).
The mighty God could put up with Sennacherib’s boasting, cruelty and ambition to
use him as a tool in His purpose (Isa.8:7; 10:5-6). However, as soon as that tool
tried to turn against the Divine Hand that shaped and used it, it was only fit for
destruction (see Isaiah’s words in Isa.10:12-16). Sennacherib defamed and reviled
the God of Israel, lifting up his voice high in pride against the Holy One, the One
who stood above such petty concerns. The Assyrian king thought that he had
conquered the nations in his own strength, when all along it was only because
Yahweh, the God of Israel, had allowed him and given him strength to do so.
“By your messengers you have heaped insults on the Lord. And you have
said, ‘With my many chariots I have ascended the heights of the mountains,
Hezekiah Who Trusted In Yahweh Study Notes G Shugg.docx 6/20/2019
4:18:00 PM

143

Hezekiah – The King Who Trusted In Yahweh
the utmost heights of Lebanon. I have cut down its tallest cedars, the choicest
of its pines. I have reached its remotest parts, the finest of its forests. I have
dug wells in foreign lands and drunk the water there. With the soles of my feet
I have dried up the streams of Egypt.’ Have you not heard? Long ago I
ordained it. In days of old I planned it; now I have brought it to pass, that you
turned fortified cities into piles of stone” (NIV, 2Kings 19:23-25).
This is a synopsis of Sennacherib’s attitude, not necessarily his exact words. In fact,
though it was the Assyrian’s intention to conquer all lands from the highest peaks
of the north in Lebanon to the southern Nile delta, he never did overcome Egypt. It
was not until later that Egypt came under Assyrian rule in BC 671.
This was actually all Yahweh’s work, it was His plan (the word “formed” in the KJV
means “to press, to mould in a form or squeeze into shape” hence “a plan or
purpose that has been devised”). Sennacherib had not moved down into the land
and defeated all the surrounding nations because he’d chosen to. It was in God’s
plan that it should occur, so it did. It was His desire that Assyria judge the nations,
but now that work had ended and the Assyrian king had overstepped what was
required of him (see also notes on pp.132-133).

Figure 111 – Assyria
eventually controlled the
Middle East from the
Euphrates to the Nile.

“Their people, drained of power, are dismayed and put to shame. They are
like plants in the field, like tender green shoots, like grass sprouting on the
housetops, scorched before it grows up. But I know where you stay and when
you come and go and how you rage against me. Because you rage against
me and your insolence has reached my ears, I will put my hook in your nose
and my bit in your mouth, and I will make you return by the way you came”
(NIV, 2Kings 19:26-28).
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The nations were powerless before the Assyrians because it was in Yahweh’s
plan for them to be so. They were like grass withered away by the hot east
wind (note Isa.40:6-8, “All flesh is grass”). But the Assyrians had gone too far,
they had been very insolent to the very God who used them. Now the God of
Israel was going to turn them about in the very way that the Assyrians led their
captives (bas-reliefs from Khorsabad show captives being led around by
chains connected by hooks in their noses), and like camels with bits in their
mouths. Sennacherib was going to be shown that in fact he was the slave of
a higher master.
This is also the language of Ezek.38:4 which speaks of the latter-day
Assyrian, the Russian confederacy headed by Gog. Like the Assyrian army,
the Russian-led host will by destroyed by the God of Israel outside Jerusalem at
Armageddon (“a heap of sheaves in a valley for threshing” – the Kidron Valley).

Figure 112 – The Assyrians
used to put hooks in the noses
and mouths of their captives.

“This will be the sign for you, O Hezekiah: This year you will eat what grows
by itself, and the second year what springs from that. But in the third year
sow and reap, plant vineyards and eat their fruit. Once more a remnant of the
house of Judah will take root below and bear fruit above. For out of Jerusalem
will come a remnant, and out of Mount Zion a band of survivors. The zeal of
Yahweh Almighty will accomplish this” (NIV, 2Kings 19:29-31).
At the time when it happened, the destruction of Sennacherib’s army would certainly
appear to be directly from the hand of God. But in later days, human skepticism
would suggest some more natural explanation. The safeguard against this would
be a miraculous sign. For two amazing years, God would give the nation adequate
crops without the preliminary cultivation and sowing. When this came to pass, the
people would be reassured that the overthrow of the Assyrian army had not come
about by chance, but by the visible hand of God. In the third year, they would start
to plant, sow and reap once again (contrary to the words of Sennacherib in 18:3132).
The sign was in fact the promise of a Year of Jubilee and all the blessings of heaven
that went with it. The phrase “such things as grow of themselves” comes only in
Lev.25:5,11 with reference to the Year of Jubilee, when the land had to lay fallow
and they could only eat of what Yahweh provided them without cultivation (see also
Isa.37:30). Amazingly, in the very year they were prohibited from cultivating any
crops, they had to bring forth the fruits of the ground in celebration of Yahweh’s
mercy to them. This was a 50-year cycle to constantly remind them that it was their
God who provided all things and not their own works.
Dating from the entrance of Israel into the promised land in BC 1440, the year after
Sennacherib’s invasion was the fourteenth Jubilee and commencement of the 15 th
Jubilee cycle (BC 700). Note that the Year of Jubilee was not kept after the final
Babylonian invasion in BC589.
1) “You shall eat this year such things as grow of themselves” – BC701, the
49th Sabbatical Year (of the 14th cycle);
2) “And in the second year” – BC700, the 50th Jubilee Year (also the 1st year
of the 15th cycle)
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3) “And in the third year sow ye” – BC699, the year after the Jubilee (the 2nd
year of the 15th cycle)
A number of passages in Isaiah seem to make allusion to this jubilee in Hezekiah’s
reign (Isa.27:13; 35:1,2,10; 41:19; 60:21; and especially 61:1-5,7,11; cp. Joel
2:21-26). Yahweh had said in the law, “And if ye shall say, what shall we eat in the
seventh year? Behold we shall not sow, nor gather our increase: then I will
command my blessing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall bring forth fruit for
three years” (Lev.25:20-21). This, along with David’s capture of Jerusalem in
BC1000, is probably the only recorded Jubilee in Israel’s history. It would be a
wonderful help to the people as they restored their homes and land after the
ravages of the invasion.
The connection between this sign of the three years and the sign given earlier to
Hezekiah regarding his illness is evident. He was to be healed so that on the third
day he could go into the Temple to worship again. The whole point of the three
years in this typical Jubilee was for the same purpose, to encourage the people to
go to worship Yahweh in the Temple.
The word for “sign” in the Hebrew is used not only of a sign but also of a
commemoration or celebration. The Sabbath was a recurring token of the fact that
Israel were God’s special people (Ezek.31:13; 20:12), and circumcision was an ongoing sign of God’s covenant to Abraham (Gen.17:11). So this sign or celebration
of the Jubilee was intended to be celebrated every 50 th year as a symbol of
deliverance. It literally happened in Hezekiah’s time and should have encouraged
the nation to observe it more faithfully than they did in later times. However, Isaiah
showed God’s real intention with the Jubilee: “Instead of the thorn shall come up
the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to
the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Isa.55:13).
The prophet also alludes to the double rest from toil on the land (Isa.40:2; cp. 61:7),
and to how the Jubilee foreshadowed the reign of Messiah (Isa.61:1-3).
Isaiah alluded also to the fact that the people would be helped by others during the
time of rebuilding, leaving them more time to restore their families and homes
(Isa.61:5,4; 42:26; 45:13). Yahweh ensured excellent rains and seasons of
prosperity (Isa.41:18-20; 30:23-25). The effects of this prosperity are also seen in
other passages (Isa.29:17; 35:1,2,6,7; 32:20; 55:10,11,13; 61:3; 45:8; 60:21; cp.
Psa.126:6; Amos 9:13-14).

Figure 113 – The Israelites were released from
slavery in Egypt – basis of the Jubilee Release.

The law also said that all land was to be restored to the family
originally owning it (Lev.25:10) and that all Jewish bond slaves were
to be set free (Lev.25:40-41). How appropriate then that Yahweh
should promise the return of the remnant (cp. Isa.7:3 “Shear-jashub”;
37:31). The immense numbers of captives, who had been taken off
by Sennacherib to distant territories, would find themselves free to
return home. And they would take root and settle, a symbol of the
future time when Israel will never again be taken captive (cp.
Psa.80:1,9; Isa.27:6; Rev.22:16). The promise of deliverance for the
remnant recurs repeatedly in Isaiah (cp. Isa.18:7; 25:6; 27:6,12,13;
35:10; 42:6-7; 43:5-7; 44:2,13; 48:20; 49:9-11,17-18,20-21,25;
52:11-12; also Micah 4:10; Joel 2:19; 3:18; Psa.67:6; 81:16;
85:12; 96:12; 107:35-38; 133:2-3; 147:8-9). Most startling is the
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image of the return of the remnant as a form of resurrection (Isa.26:15,19; cp.
Hos.13:14). See also Isa.42:16; 45:20; 27:12-13; 57:1,14; 56:8; 60:4,9; Psa.85:1;
107:2-7.
Although the army of Sennacherib was destroyed, the king himself survived for
another twenty years. It would appear that the primary reason for this was to allow
him to release the captives back home. This was the final acknowledgement that
God was the supreme power and in control.
It is also interesting to note the connection between the Day of Atonement and the
Jubilee. The beginning of the Year of Jubilee was to be proclaimed on the Day of
Atonement (Lev.25:9). So Isa.58:11-12 contains language that alludes to both. This
was all to be achieved by the zeal of Yahweh (a characteristic phrase of the
Immanuel prophecies, cp. Isa.9:7).
“Therefore this is what Yahweh says concerning the king of Assyria: He will
not enter this city or shoot an arrow here. He will not come before it with
shield or build a siege ramp against it. By the way that he came he will return;
he will not enter this city, declares Yahweh. I will defend this city and save it,
for my sake, and for the sake of David my servant” (NIV, 2Kings 19:32-34).
Although the siege may go on for a little while (the time it took for Isaiah’s letter to
get to Sennacherib), it would never get to the point where the city walls would be
vigorously assaulted. Yahweh would protect or “hedge about” his city (20:6). The
Assyrians would be turned back, they would not succeed, rather they would be
defeated. Hezekiah’s faith and steadfastness would be rewarded in an aweinspiring way, because the very night Sennacherib read Yahweh’s message, his
army would be totally destroyed. But it would be done, above all, for Yahweh’s sake
(cp. 19:16-19) and because of the covenant He made to David (cp. Ezek.37:2425).

Figure 114 – While the
Assyrians besieged many
cities, Jerusalem was not
one of them.

Hezekiah Who Trusted In Yahweh Study Notes G Shugg.docx 6/20/2019
4:18:00 PM

147

Hezekiah – The King Who Trusted In Yahweh
Summary of Isaiah’s Oracle
Isaiah delivers God’s answer in the form of an oracle against Sennacherib.
• Sennacherib’s boasting and blasphemy condemned (Isa.37:21-25).
• Sennacherib’s power comes from God, and now God will take his power
away (Isa.37:26-29).
• Hezekiah is given a sign and promise that Sennacherib will not beseige or
invade the city of Jerusalem (Isa.37:30-35).
• Yahweh gives a sign that His words will be accomplished – (2Kings
19:29-31 cp. Lev.25:5,11; note Isa.61:1-5,7,11).
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“In The Morning They Were All Dead”
The Angel’s Deliverance and Israel’s Victory
2Kings 19:35-37; 2Chron.32:21; Isa.37:36-38
Yahweh had promised that He would defeat the Assyrian army and so He did in
emphatic style! In one night the might of Sennacherib was smashed, and the next
morning all Jerusalem rejoiced in victory.
“That night the angel of Yahweh went out and put to death a hundred and
eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up next
morning – there were all the dead bodies! So Sennacherib withdrew. He
returned to Nineveh and stayed there” (NIV, 2Kings 19:35-36).
It is probable that Hezekiah replied to Sennacherib’s letter using the
words of Isaiah (vv.21-28). On the very night the Assyrian king read
these words, his army was wiped out. The record of the Chronicles
specifically states that the angel “cut off all the mighty men of valour,
and the leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria”
(2Chron.32:21). This reveals that the heaviest loses were amongst
Sennacherib’s officers and best troops – in particular, Rabshekeh
met his ignoble end. Isaiah’s words came to pass: “He shall not come
into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield,
nor cast a bank against it” (v.32).
Isaiah had been building up an impressive array of words against the
Assyrians over a long period of time. In the year that Ahaz died
(BC715, fourteen years earlier to Sennacherib’s invasion), Yahweh
through the prophet said, “I will break the Assyrian in my land, and
upon my mountains tread him under foot” (Isa.14:24-28). It was
because the Assyria were attacking His land that destruction was to
come upon them (cp. Isa.16:4-5; 10:24-27; 9:3,5). As the time of the
destruction drew nearer, the prophet’s words intensified,
emphasizing the impending wrath of God (Isa.17:12-14; 29:3-8;
27:1-2; 30:31,33; 31:4,8-9; 33:3; cp. also reflections on this
destruction after the event in 40:7; 41:11-12; 42:13-14; 51:22-23).
Micah also spoke of Judah’s coming salvation: “And this man (Hezekiah in his day)
shall be our peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he (i.e.
Sennacherib) shall tread in our palaces (the fine country residences), then shall we
raise against him seven shepherds and (lit. “even”) eight principal men… thus shall
he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land” (Micah 5:5-6). It is
interesting to note that there may have been seven prophets who gave strong
messages against Assyria – Isaiah, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum and
Habakkuk – and on top of this Hezekiah as the eighth “principal” man who spoke
prophetically in the Psalms (cp. Psa.46:8-10; 48:4-6; 72:2-6), the chief of them all
in the Messianic type.

Figure 115 – The destroying
angel left the Assyrian camp
lifeless.

The exact nature of the destruction of the Assyrian army by the angel is not
specifically recorded. However, from the prophecy of Isaiah it is possible to piece
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together a picture of the forces of nature unleashed upon the unsuspecting men
outside Jerusalem’s walls. Isaiah speaks of lightning, tempests, hailstones and
brimstone (30:27-33; 29:6; 31:9; cp. 40:24; 64:1,2; 66:15-16). The Psalms also
use this imagery of the cherubic glory of God (Psa.46:1-2,8-9; 50:2-3; 83:14-15;
97:2-5), as does Joel (3:16). Such a powerful manifestation of the glory of God must
have been absolutely awe-inspiring! It was also terrifyingly effective – 185,000
soldiers were destroyed. This clearly included some of Sennacherib’s Arabian
troops from Edom, Moab, Media and Elam (Isa.29:7,8; 30:28; 33:3; 34:1-2; cp.
Psa.83) as well as Assyrians. Herodotus spoke of Sennacherib as “king of the
Arabians and Assyrians” because all the kings of that area had to provide men for
his army. So it is recorded: “Thus Yahweh saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of
all other, and guarded them on every side” (2Chron.32:22). How incredible then
that Yahweh repaid Sennacherib for taking 200,000 captives by killing almost
200,000 of his men.

Figure 116 – The Israelites
were saved when they kept
the Passover in Egypt.

The record is almost at pains to highlight the fact that
this deliverance came at the time of Passover. Isaiah
refers back to the Exodus on numerous occasions
(51:9-10; 63:11-12; 52:12; 43:2-3; 41:17-18; 43:1921; 48:21; 49:9-12), highlighting the point that the
salvation of the city was an imitation of Israel’s
deliverance from Egypt. While the land was
devastated, those who stayed in Jerusalem (in the
house) were saved – they were passed over.
Yahweh would not suffer the destroyer to come into
the house (Exod.12:23; cp. Isa.31:8). “As birds
flying, so will Yahweh of hosts defend Jerusalem;
defending also He will deliver it; and passing over
(the very word used of the first Passover in
Exod.21:11,21,27, etc.) he will preserve it” (Isa.31:5). Isaiah speaks of a night
feast, as Passover was, in the context of the Assyrian destruction (Isa.30:29,31).
Note Isa.29:1 (cp. Exod.12:2); 29:7-8; 21:4-5; also Isa.26:20-21 “Come, my
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut the doors about thee (cp.
Exod.12:22): hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation
(Passover destruction) be overpast.”
So it was that on that night, just like the Passover night in Egypt so long ago
(Exod.12:23), that the angel of Yahweh went out and destroyed the whole camp of
the Assyrians. In the morning, when the inhabitants of Jerusalem arose early, they
beheld all the dead corpses. And, as eager as Egypt was to send the Israelites out
of their land, so eager were the Assyrians to escape out of Judah!
As is the case with most aggressive empire-builders, Sennacherib never recorded
his humiliating defeat. Taylor’s Prism dwells on the victory of Lachish but makes
like mention of Jerusalem. Even though he speaks of having Hezekiah trapped like
a bird in a cage, he never mentioned capturing him. Instead, with his tail between
his legs, Sennacherib hurried back to Nineveh and ensured that no records of the
disastrous events at Jerusalem were kept. He covered up the debacle by falsifying
reports of Hezekiah later sending him tribute and treasure. It is possible that, by
delaying the return of the spoils from the rest of Judah, Sennacherib made out that
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Hezekiah was still doing him deference. But nothing could be further from the truth.
The Assyrian had been humbled by the mighty power of Yahweh, the God of Israel.
The response of the people at first must have been disbelief. Not that they did not
believe God’s power to save, but in the swiftness and preciseness of it. All around
was chaos. Tents, supply carts, weapons, siege works, cooking implements… all
were thrown about in a state of disorder, devastation and destruction. Most amazing
of all was the complete absence of life throughout the entire camp. They were all
dead! There were signs of struggle and of vain attempts to escape or to burrow into
crevices. However, their wonder quickly turned to praise: “When Yahweh turned
again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled
with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the Gentiles,
Yahweh hath done great things for them. Yahweh hath done great things for us,
whereof we are glad” (Psa.126:1-3). See also Isa.52:8-10; 65:18-19; 49:13; 44:23;
25:6,9; 55:12; 66:10,14; Psa.48:11-14. It seems likely that there may have been a
special day of celebration to praise Yahweh for His mighty works (cp. Psa.116:1215; 118:19-22; 47:6-7; 149 & 150).
The Assyrian invasion ended. Sennacherib and the rest of his troops
at Libnah left in defeat (cp. Isa.49:17; 46:1-2; 33:3,18-19; Joel 2:20).
There was nothing for them to recover from Jerusalem, and they
undoubtedly feared that the same destruction would come upon them,
so he “departed, and went, and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh (for 20
years until his assassination)”, never to invade Judah again
(Isa.37:37). In contrast, the people of Jerusalem had much to plunder
(Isa.33:1,4,23), and dedicated the best to Yahweh (Micah 4:13). But
the great number of slain led to some problems (Isa.66:24; 34:3) and
they had to be buried for the land to be cleansed. So in the valley of
Hinnom the bodies were all burned, and the destruction of the
destroyers was complete. All of this was highly typical of what will
happen after the latter-day Assyrian is destroyed (Ezek.39:9-16).

Figure 117 – Rubbish and the unknown
dead were burned in Gehenna, the valley of
Hinnom.

“One day, while he was worshipping in the Temple of his god Nisroch, his
sons Adrammelech and Sharezer cut him down with the sword, and they
escaped to the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son succeeded him as
king” (NIV, 2Kings 19:37).
The great king that had set out to revenge his nations ills against Yahweh now
returned in humility and fear (Isa.31:9), powerfully reminded that he was in fact only
a pawn doing the will of Israel’s God (Isa.46:11). For twenty years Sennacherib was
spared personal judgement (according to Esarhaddon’s Nineveh Prism). The final
years of Sennacherib’s reign appear to have passed without incident, until his
untimely death came swiftly and appropriately.
In January BC 681 his own sons, Adrammelech (Arda-Mulissi) and Sharezer,
assassinated him as he walked down the impressive avenue of mighty stone
“cherubim” (according to Asshurbanipal in his Rassam cylinder) at the very entrance
of the temple of the very god supposed to protect him (cp. Isa.37:38; 14:16-19). It
is for this reason that both Isaiah and the chronicler of the Kings record links his
death with with his blasphemy against Yahweh – the gods he had blindly trusted in
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could not save him, in fact they turned against him! (cp. 2Kings
19:7,36-37; see notes on page 129). He was killed right in front
of his gods, in their own temple! From the Assyrian inscriptions,
it seems that the people saw Sennacherib’s death as retribution
from the gods for destroying Babylon. To be slain by one’s own
son was a special sign of the wrath of the gods according to the
Babylonians.
He was survived by his principal wife Naqia, mother of his heir
Esarhaddon (“Ashur gives a brother”); interestingly, her nonAssyrian name suggests that she was of either Jewish or
Aramaean origin. Esarhaddon was not the eldest and yet was
nominated for the succession. This led to plots and violence, but
Esarhaddon records that:

Figure 118 – The death of
Sennacherib

the gods…preserved me for the kingship. Thereupon my
brothers raved and did everything that was not good
against both gods and men, and plotted evil, even drawing
the sword within Nineveh against divine authority. They
butted against each other like young kids in order to
exercise kingship” (after the murder of Sennacherib). 17
So, Yahweh’s judgements on the enemies of Judah were complete, and a time of
peace and prosperity came to the nation. For Hezekiah this meant great personal
blessings – at last he found a woman worthy of him to bare a seed unto Yahweh.

17 Nineveh Prism of Esarhaddon, i.10-44.
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“As A Young Man Marrieth A Virgin”
The Wedding of Hezekiah and Hephzibah
Isaiah 62; Psalm 45
It is not known when Hezekiah first met the woman who was to become his bride,
but the indications are that she was a Gentile who left her home to begin a new life.
This was highly typical of the Lord Jesus Christ’s work with his Bride called out from
among all nations.
From the record of 2Kings 21:1 we know that Manasseh’s mother, and hence
Hezekiah’s wife, was called Hephzibah meaning “my delight is in her”. There is no
doubt that she was a delight to Hezekiah, a woman who could look beyond his
physical defects and into his wonderful mind and appreciate his spiritual attitudes.
She is used by Isaiah as typical of Zion’s redemption: “For Zion’s sake will I not hold
my peace… And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness… thou shalt be called by
a new name, which the mouth of Yahweh shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown
of glory in the hand of Yahweh, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. Thou
shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed
Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah (“my delight is in her”), and thy land
Beulah (“married”): for Yahweh delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.
For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee” (Isa.62:15).

Figure 119 – The
marriage of Hezekiah
and Hephzibah

From this sustained passage it is easy to see what a huge impact the royal wedding
had on the nation. For fourteen years since his accession to the throne as sole king
(BC 715), Hezekiah had dedicated himself selflessly to the building up of the nation,
literally and spiritually. Then he experienced several months of incredible pressure,
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tension and personal suffering during the Assyrian invasion of BC 701 and his
sickness. Now that time of suffering was over for the king himself and the whole
nation. The people delighted in the romance that blossomed between their 39 years
old king and the young woman from a Gentile royal family.
It was usual for kings to marry as quickly as possible (note Ahaz, married and a
father at 12!) to prolong their line. Due to his care for the nation, and probably his
physical disfigurement, Hezekiah had not married and had no seed. The blessing
of another 15 years from Yahweh was not going to be wasted, and Hezekiah made
the most of his extension of life. Within three years a son, Manasseh (“causing to
forget”), was born in BC 698. The betrothal and marriage of Hezekiah and
Hephzibah became a memorial to Yahweh’s faithfulness to His nation.
There is little doubt that Psa.45, written originally about Solomon’s
marriage to the daughter of Pharaoh, was seen as highly
appropriate for the wedding of Hezekiah and Hephzibah. This
wedding song, or song of great love, intimates that the bride is a
Gentile. She is called upon to “forget also thine own people, and
thy father’s house (Psa.45:10; a clear allusion to the name
Manasseh, cp. Gen.41:45,50-52; 46:20). This also alludes to
Deut.21:13 regarding the taking of Gentile brides: she had to
“remain in thine house, and bewail her father and her mother a full
month: and after that thou shalt go in unto her, and be her husband,
and she shall be thy wife.”

Figure 120 – Joseph and
Asenath watch the blessing
of their sons by Jacob.

How fitting that their first child was named Manasseh, meaning
“causing to forget”. It is also appropriate that the only other
Manasseh of the Bible was the son of a Jewish prince (Joseph) and
a Gentile bride (Asenath), who also had cause to forget her father’s
house as did Joseph (Gen.41:50-51). The Deuteronomy record
goes on to say, “And it shall be, if thou have no delight in her, then
thou shalt let her go whither she will” after a month’s cooling off period (Deut.21:14).
But Hezekiah’s bride was Hephzibah, “my delight is in her!” She was willing to
forsake her own people and her father’s religion (as was Asenath) to support her
husband.
Its possible that the Gentile nation the princess Hephzibah came from was Tyre.
Note Psa.45:12-13: “And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift (a wedding
dowry?); even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour. The king’s
daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold.” Although Tyre had
sided (or was forced to side?) with Assyria against Judah (cp. Psa.83:7; Isa.23), it
seems that after the Assyrian defeat Tyre changed its policy and recognized that
an alliance with Judah would be advantageous, like in the days of Solomon and
Hiram king of Tyre. This was to be sealed by the marriage of Hezekiah and
Hephzibah. This may be alluded to at the end of Isa.23, that despite Tyre’s
fornication, good would result for Judah: “And her merchandise and her hire shall
be holiness to Yahweh: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise
shall be for them that dwell before Yahweh, to eat sufficiently, and for durable (or
old) clothing” (Isa.23:18).
Alternatively, Hephzibah may have come from Egypt, even as Solomon’s first wife
was an Egyptian princess, the daughter of Pharaoh. It appears that Hezekiah
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collected together the Song of Songs written by Solomon to celebrate his marriage.
The Song certainly alludes to the daughter of Pharaoh as being black as the tents
of Kedar (Song 1:5), and Hezekiah appears to have seen this as appropriate to his
own wife. It would make political sense to for Egypt to join with Judah since Egypt
had been turned back by Assyria while Judah (apparently) had overcome the
Assyrian host.
Isaiah looked on the wedding, not just as one of benefit to Judah nor simply joy to
the king, but as a parable of salvation: “He hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels”
(Isa.61:10).
Likewise was the provision of children seen as God’s work in saving Jew and
Gentile alike (cp. Isa.54:1,6). It was, of course, Hezekiah’s desire to continue the
royal line without break until the promised Messiah should come as the sure
mercies of David (2Sam.7:12-16; Isa.55:3; Acts 13:34). He wanted to pass on the
promises to his children (Isa.38:19; Psa.132:11-12). The picture of blessed family
life is very strong in the Psalms: “He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and
to be a joyful mother of children” (Psa.113:9); “Yahweh will increase you more and
more, you and your children” (Psa.115:14). But greatest of all is the sustained
message of Psa.127 & 128, which present a beautiful image of family life. The
happy family life of Hezekiah and Hephzibah became parabolic of God’s work with
His own children: “Rejoice greatly with her (Jerusalem), all you who mourn over her.
For you will nurse and be satisfied… you will drink deeply and delight in her
overflowing abundance… you will nurse and be carried on her arm and dandled on
her knees. As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you” (NIV, Isa.66:1113).
So the wedding and marriage of the king became a type of the great Bridegroom to
come who would take both his Jewish and Gentile Bride to himself (Isa.61:10-62:5).
The city of Jerusalem and the land itself would be married to their Lord (Isa.62:4;

Figure 121 – The king’s
marriage to the beautiful
princess re-invigorated the
nation.
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cp. Rev.21:2; 19:7-9). It is significant, then, that Solomon’s Song of Songs was
finally compiled by Hezekiah and was clearly seen as being appropriate to himself.
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“He Was Magnified In The Sight Of All Nations”
Hezekiah’s Prosperity and Failure
2Kings 20:12-19; 2Chron.32:22-23,25-31; Isa.39:1-8
As is common to all flesh, “pride comes before a fall” and unfortunately, after the
greatest victory in Judah’s history, Hezekiah allowed his successes to cloud his
spirituality for a time. It is fact a blessing that Yahweh has set on record the one
failure of this great man – to remind all believers that even great men of faith fail
and yet can be forgiven as a result of their willingness to confess and seek God’s
mercy.
“So Yahweh saved Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem from the hand of
Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the hand of all others. He took care of
them on every side. Many brought offerings to Jerusalem for Yahweh and
valuable gifts for Hezekiah king of Judah. From then on he was highly
regarded by all the nations” (NIV, 2Chron.32:22-23).
On the morning that the people saw that the
Assyrian army had been destroyed, there was
much rejoicing but also plundering. There was
much to be taken from the camp of the defeated
army, possibly even some of Assyria’s own
spoils lately taken from Egypt at Eltekeh. Isaiah
seems to use the analogy of the inhabitants of
Jerusalem streaming out of the city like locusts
into the Assyrian camp, and then streaming
back again loaded up with the plunder (cp.
Isa.33:4).
The news of the dramatic events outside the
walls of Jerusalem quickly spread throughout
the neighbouring nations. Once again it was confirmed, as it had been in the past,
that there was a mighty God in Judah, powerful to save! Hezekiah was suddenly
seen as being a very desirable ally and so many valuable gifts and precious things
were brought before him in Jerusalem, as well as offerings to Yahweh. Isaiah spoke
of this time as Yahweh having lifted up “Mine hand unto the Gentiles, and set up
My standard to the people… they shall bow down to thee with their faces toward
the earth” (cp. Isa.49:7,22-23). With a context of the destruction of the Assyrians at
Jerusalem, Psa.76:5-6,11 speaks of “all that be round about him bring presents
unto him that ought to be feared”. See also Isa.60 and compare Isa.52:15; 61:6.

Figure 122 – The nations
acknowledged Hezekiah’s
victory.

The insignificant kingdom of Judah suddenly took on huge political significance and
Hezekiah became a monarch to be feared and courted. Unfortunately, it was at this
very time of strength that Hezekiah made a great mistake, the only sin recorded
from his reign.
“But Hezekiah’s heart was proud and he did not respond to the kindness
shown him (in personal deliverance, v.24, and in the saving of the nation);
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therefore Yahweh’s wrath was on him and on Judah and Jerusalem (NIV,
2Chron.32:25).
As is so often the case, pride comes before a fall. Hezekiah had personally
benefitted from his God’s mercy, and the whole nation had been saved from the
Assyrian army. But now that he had become a popular man and Judah was once
more prosperous, Hezekiah was lifted up in pride and turned away from the God in
whom he had trusted for so many years. In this he was like his great grandfather
Uzziah (2Chron.26:16).
“At that time Merodach-Baladan son of Baladan king of Babylon sent
Hezekiah letters and a gift, because he had heard of Hezekiah’s illness.
Hezekiah received the messengers and showed them all that was in his
storehouses – the silver, the gold, the spices, and the fine oil – his armoury
and everything found among his treasures. There was nothing in his palace
or in all his kingdom that Hezekiah did not show them” (NIV, 2Kings 20:1213).
Merodach-Baladan (Marduk-apal-idinna II, “Marduk has given
a son”, cp. Isa.39:1), was king of Babylon on three separate
occasions and was the champion of Babylonian independence.
He was first king when Sargon II reigned in Nineveh (BC 720709). According to the Khorsabad inscription, Sargon chased
Merodach-Baladan out of his kingdom to the extreme southern
coasts of Chaldea, where took to the sea:
“Merodach-baladan the son of Yakin, king of Chaldea, a
wicked demon, who feared not the name of the lord of
lords trusted to the Bitter River, the power of the flood,
and withheld his tribute”. 18
He came to the power a second time during the reign of
Sennacherib, who had hardly been seated on the throne when
the persistent Babylonian reappeared on the scene again.
Sennacherib had to mount no less than three campaigns
against the troublemaker. In BC 703, two years before the
invasion of Judah, there was a mighty pitched battle at Kish, a
few kilometres from Babylon. The Assyrians were completely
victorious and once more Merodach-Baladan were compelled
to seek refuge in the southern marshes.

Figure 123 – MerodachBaladan wanted an alliance
with Judah against Assyria.

However, seeing Assyria’s defeat at Jerusalem, the Babylonian
was emboldened to establish himself yet again in Babylon. So
in BC 688, three years after the Judean disaster, Sennacherib had to take further
action against his old enemy:
Merodach-baladan, whose overthrow I had accomplished in the
course of my first campaign and had shattered his forces, feared the
thunder of my mighty arms and onset of my terrible battle. He gathered

18 Recorded on an inscription that was inscribed on the palace walls at Khorsabad by Sargon II.
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together the gods of his whole land, embarked them on ships, and fled
like a bird to Nagate-rakke, which is in the midst of the sea. 19
Sennacherib’s son, Ashur-nadin-shum, was then established in Babylon.
Nevertheless, soon after this it became necessary to organize another campaign
against the elusive Babylonian. Sennacherib even regimented men of Tyre and Zion
to build him a navy for operations in the Persian Gulf. But while Merodach-baladan
was finally seen off, in the end, Babylon’s growing strength became too great to
overcome and the Assyrian capital Nineveh fell to the first of the great world empires
in BC 612.
Seeing this history, it is understandable why Merodach-Baladan sought an alliance
with Judah. The Babylonian had been defeated only two years before (in BC 703)
and was now trying to rebuild his strength. Who better to have on his side than the
conqueror of the mighty Assyrian army!
Using the guile that most astute politicians seem to possess,
Merodach-Baladan contacted Hezekiah via letters and a gift that
was ostensibly a “pleased to hear you have recovered” present,
but was in reality to boost the Judean king’s ego and make him
more sensible to Babylonian suggestions. It is also interesting to
note that 2Chron.32:21 says that Merodach-Baladan wanted “to
enquire of the wonder that was done in the land”. This was the
very word used of the “sign” in 2Chron.32:24 given by God to
Hezekiah to confirm that he would be healed. The Babylonians
were astronomers and so the special phenomenon that took
place in Jerusalem would be of interest to them.
The Babylonian delegation was met with great pomp and splendor. They were
shown all the treasures of silver and gold that had flowed into Jerusalem since the
defeat of the Assyrians. They inspected the awe-inspiring House of the Forest of
Lebanon and the magnificent Temple of Yahweh. The special compound incense
was shown, possibly to Chaldean priests who may have been part of the group.
They viewed the walls and defences of Jerusalem and were given opportunity to be
impressed by the fruitfulness of the Land due to the special Jubilee (2Kings 20:13).

Figure 124 – Hezekiah
foolishly showed the
Babylonians Yahweh’s
treasures.

And in these things Hezekiah found himself boasting. But when the question was
ultimately asked as to how he was so miraculously healed, and how the mighty
Assyrian army was destroyed, he could surely only acknowledge that it was his God
and the trust he had in Him. Did this answer begin to make him question his motives
in this incident? Maybe he began to wonder why Isaiah was so conspicuously
absent when he had been a beacon in Jerusalem previously. He may have come
to the realization that his folly had led to him being forsaken by Yahweh, who wanted
to test him and who found him wanting on this occasion (2Chron.32:31).
And yet despite it all, the Babylonians left Jerusalem with a signed treaty and
pleased that their master would be very happy with their report.

19 Sennacherib, The Taylor Prism, Column 3 lines 50-74; translated by Daniel David Luckenbill, in The

Annals of Sennacherib, 1924.
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“Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah and asked, What did those
men say, and where did they come from? From a distant land, Hezekiah
replied. They came from Babylon. They saw everything in my palace,
Hezekiah said. There is nothing among my treasures that I did not show them”
(NIV, 2Kings 20:14-15).
Of course, God already knew the answers to these questions. Isaiah
was asking them for Hezekiah’s benefit, to get him to realize the
magnitude of what he had done, to prick his conscience. Hezekiah
must have felt a sinking feeling in the pit of his stomach when he saw
the stern expression of the prophet and as he began to realize exactly
what he’d done. This is somewhat similar to the approach of Nathan
the prophet to David, in trying to get him to realize the magnitude of
his sin against Uriah in the matter of Bathsheba (2Sam.12:1-7).
Figure 125 – Isaiah confronts
Hezekiah.

Once again Hezekiah’s excellent character shone through as he
humbly admitted in all honesty what he’d done. He knew there was no point in trying
to hide the truth from God or his prophet, so he was absolutely honest. His boasting
to the Babylonians suddenly became a very foolish act in his eyes, realizing that
he’d been lifted up in his own silly pride. He began to wish that he’d never made the
foolish alliance with Babylon that he had.
Unfortunately, as with David, while Hezekiah repented and was forgiven, the
consequences of his actions would be dire for Judah.
“Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Hear the word of Yahweh: The time will come
when everything in your palace, and all that your fathers have stored up until
this day, will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says Yahweh. And
some of your descendants, your own flesh and blood, that will be born to you,
will be taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of
Babylon” (NIV, 2Kings 20:16-18).
Hezekiah must have listened with growing alarm as he heard what would happen
to the nation and his own children as a result of his pride. It probably went through
his mind that his own father made the same mistake. Ahaz made a treaty with the
Assyrians and as a result they eventually came into the land to plunder it. Now,
because Hezekiah had made an alliance with Merodach-Baladan, the Babylonians
would come and plunder Judah, this time with more lasting results – seventy years’
captivity!
More than this, his own descendants, yet to be born, would be taken captive to
become eunuchs in the Babylonian court (fulfilled in Dan.1:3-7). The fulfilment of
the covenant to David, through the continuation of the royal line, had been the very
basis of Hezekiah’s plea for remission of his death sentence. Now it seemed that
he had pleaded in vain because of his own silly pride. He who had “made his boast
in God all the day long” (Psa.44:8), had boasted in himself in a lapse of spirituality
and would pay the price.
Yet Hezekiah was not the only faithful man to fail, many others likewise made
mistakes – Abraham in the matter of Sarah, Moses in smiting the rock the second
time, David lusting and scheming murder, Jonah rebelling against God, Elijah filled
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with self-pity, Peter denying all the Lord stood for, James and John eager for power,
the Disciples arguing and Paul (2Cor.12:7).
What a great lesson for all who sin. Even faithful men and women make mistakes,
but their greatness is determined by their response. Like all the great men of old,
Hezekiah responded magnificently.
“The word of Yahweh you have spoken is good, Hezekiah replied. For he
thought, Will there not be peace and security in my lifetime?” (NIV, 2Kings
20:19).
Hezekiah humbly accepted Isaiah’s words as the rebuke of Yahweh without
complaint or questioning. He knew that all Yahweh had spoken was for the good of
his servants and he accepted them as such (cp. 1Sam.3:18).
There has been much debate over Hezekiah’s last words. The Chronicles record
emphasizes that this was not a selfish spirit, but was one spoken in true humility
and acceptance of God’s will (2Chron.32:26). The king here is simply being
thankful for God’s mercy to him. The Hebrew by its construction clearly indicates a
pause between Hezekiah acknowledging that his God was good and then stating
his thankfulness for present peace. In no way is this to be read as if Hezekiah
doesn’t care what happens later as long as he experiences prosperity. Young’s
Literal Translation reads: “And Hezekiah saith unto Isaiah, 'Good is the word of
Yahweh that thou hast spoken;' and he saith, 'Is it not—if peace and truth are in my
days?'” In other words, the humbled king is saying “Am I not right to acquiesce in
the sentence and pronounce it "good," if it promises me tranquility and
steadfastness?” It’s the spirit of Christ, accepting the circumstances of life:
"Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (ESV, Lk.6:34).
The events of the life of
Hezekiah’s son illustrate God’s
mercy. Manasseh was an idolater
and persecutor of the faithful, lost
in his kingdom and become a
prisoner of the king of Assyria in
Babylon. However, he repented
and turned to God, Who in turn
forgave his past wickedness and
restored him to the throne
(2Chron.33:11-13). So if men turn
to God in truth, they are forgiven.
Unfortunately, apart from faithful
Josiah (Manasseh’s grandson,
whom he positively influenced as a child in his final years), all the other kings of
Judah were evil, falling into worse and worse wickedness, and so the kingdom was
rent from the line of David. Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed and burned
with fire, and the people were sent to Babylon as captives. Daniel and the other
royal seed became eunuchs in the palace of Nebuchadnezzar, a direct descendent
of Merodach-Baladan (a preservation of the seed that occurred as a result of
Manasseh’s repentance and instruction of Josiah).
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Figure 126 – Manasseh
repented and was forgiven.
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It is clear also that the people were as guilty of this sin of pride as their king.
“Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem” (2Chron.32:26). It is evident that the reason for Judah’s coming
captivity was not only the result of the king’s mistake, but also the willingness of the
people to participate in turning away from God. If the later generations had repented
like Hezekiah and his people, then captivity may have been postponed from coming
upon them.
Hezekiah’s repentance and intercession led to God repenting of the evil he had
pronounced. Unfortunately, the leaders and people did not continue on the way of
righteousness in later days and once again God’s pronouncement of destruction
came into force. And this time there was no one to intercede on the nations behalf,
and the Babylonians took Judah captive.
However, in the meantime, Hezekiah’s repentance and intercessions led to
blessings coming on the nation. The Jubilee (three years of prosperity” produced
crops of huge bounty (cp. 2Kings 19:29). This allowed time for houses to be rebuilt
and farms, orchards and vineyards to be re-established. One of the blessings of
Lev.25:21 was a blessing from heaven to supply their need, and so their bread and
water were sure (Isa.33:16), during the siege and after it. The land became
incredibly fertile of its own accord (Isa.55:13), and showed that Yahweh was still
with His people. Other nations also saw the great blessings and recognized that it
was the hand of the God of Israel and sent gifts to Judah (see notes on pp.138139).
“Hezekiah had very great riches and honour, and he made treasuries for silver
and gold and for his precious stones, spices, shields and all kinds of
valuables. He also made buildings to store the harvest of grain, new wine and
oil; and he made stalls for various kinds of cattle, and pens for the flocks. He
built villages and acquired great numbers of flocks and herds, for God had
given him very great riches” (NIV, 2Chron.32:27-29).
The kings of the earth gave homage to Hezekiah. He was seen as being
all the greater because of is humility in accepting God’s judgements.
Isaiah spoke of the official deputations that came from all the nations to
bring gifts to Jerusalem (Isa.62:2; 55:5; 49:23). In particular, Isa.60:3-7
presents a beautiful picture of the Gentiles coming to Jerusalem, bringing
gold and incense. This enabled Hezekiah to bear witness to the Gentiles
about the power and faithfulness of the God of Israel (Psa.67:2,7; 96:10;
76:11-12). “I will also give thee a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest
be my salvation unto the end of the earth… Kings shall see and arise,
princes also shall worship because of Yahweh that is faithful, even the
Holy One of Israel” (Isa.49:6-7; cp. 66:18-19).

Figure 127 – The wealth of
the nations came to
Jerusalem.

Tyre, the country from which Hezekiah’s wife Hephzibah possibly came
from, asked that they could supply a steady tribute of food and fine
priestly garments to those who ministered in the Temple of Hezekiah’s God
(Isa.23:18, Tyre’s “merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to Yahweh… for
them that dwell before Yahweh, to eat sufficiently, and for stately clothing” RV
marg). Other countries including Kedar, Edom and Egypt sent goods (Isa.42:4,6,1112; 45:14), in contrast to Shebna and his cronies sending gifts to Egypt seeking
their help. The nations decided that the best way to show friendship towards
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Judah’s king was to honour the God he worshipped (Isa.60:3,5-7,13-14). Many
slaves were sent, and the most proficient were chosen to be hewers of wood and
drawers of water (Isa.56:6-7).
The many thousands of captives taken by Sennacherib
were now returned. There are numerous references to the
captivity of Hezekiah’s time (220,000 captives) which was
far more extensive than Babylonian captivity (no more
than 50,000; note Jer.52:28-31): Psa.79:11; 85:1; 137;
53:6; Isa.42:7; 43:5-6,14,18-21; 45:2,13; 48:20-21; 49:826; 51:11,14; 52:3-5,11-12; 56:8; 60:4,9; 66:8,20; Joel
3:1-8; Micah 4:10; 5:3; 7:12. Isaiah wrote, “I will lift up my
hand to the Gentiles… and they shall bring thy sons in their
arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their
shoulders” (Isa.49:22). This was, of course, an aspect of
the Year of Jubilee, that all land had to be returned to its
original owners and that all slaves had to be released
(Lev.25:10). So these wretched captives suddenly found themselves in liberty to
return to their homes. Like at the time of the Exodus from Egypt, the Assyrians
probably “sent them out of the land in haste” (Exod.12:31-33). In another exodus,
the people in Hezekiah’s day trekked over mountains, rivers and deserts to return
to the land of their fathers. Isaiah spoke wonderfully of this time as a foreshadowing
of the Second Exodus under Elijah at the return of the Messiah (Isa.11:12,16;
27:13; 35:8,10). The fact that Sennacherib allowed so readily for the captives to the
return probably led to him lasting on the throne for another twenty years (note
Gen.12:3). The retribution that would most likely have come upon him suddenly, as
it did on his army, was deferred because of his unusual show of Assyrian leniency
(see notes on pp.129,142).

Figure 128 – The Assyrian
captives eventually returned.

For the next fifteen years everything was wonderful. Judah had one of its greatest
kings in control, supported by faithful leaders and faithful prophets. The land was
fruitful and brought forth plenty. All the surrounding nations (except perhaps Edom
for a time, cp. Isa.63:1-6) were at peace with Judah. In the imagery of Isaiah this
was a new creation, when everything was fresh and good (Isa.65:17-18; 51:6;
48:12-13; 45:18; cp. Psa.102:25-28). God was prepared to work with His people
(Isa.51:16) if they continued to work with Him (Isa.55:6-7; 66:1-2; 62:12; 44:24;
45:11-12). The nation was as it were “born again” in a new spirit, being called the
sons of God (Isa.61:6,10; 44:5).
But, as is the case with human nature, the spirituality couldn’t last. Unfortunately,
as Hezekiah’s days came to an end, the nation began to show signs of the old man
once more, and began to turn away from Yahweh. Isaiah had to remind them of
their past sins to encourage them to endure faithfully (Isa.48:1,8; 58:1-2; 48:4;
56:10-11; 43:27-28). But the rot had set in – formality took over and the spirit that
was evident earlier died. It became difficult even to hold the faithful remnant
together. The people no longer hearkened to the commandments (Isa.48:18), they
despised the priests (Isa.29:21), and idolatry became fashionable again (Isa.65:24). Yet in hypocrisy they tried to maintain a semblance of righteousness
(Isa.65:5,11). Their iniquities were great and they filled their hands with violence
and their mouths with deceit (Isa.59:2-4; 64:6-7).
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The sad end may be the reason why so little is recorded about Hezekiah’s last
years. What had begun in such great spirit had petered out in empty religion and
increasing iniquity. And there was nothing that Hezekiah, Isaiah, Micah or the other
faithful could do about it.

Figure 129 – The people
returned to idolatry.
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“They Buried Him In The Chiefest Of The
Sepulchres”
Hezekiah’s Epitaph
2Chron.32:32-33; 2Kings 20:20-21
“The other events of Hezekiah’s reign and his acts of devotion are written in
the vision of the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz in the book of the kings of Judah
and Israel. Hezekiah rested with his fathers and was buried on the hill where
the tombs of David’s descedants are. All Judah and the people of Jerusalem
honoured him when he died. And Manasseh his son succeeded him as king”
(NIV, 2Chron.32:32-33).
The record of 2Kings 20:20 emphasises Hezekiah’s might in building the pool and
the conduit to save Jerusalem. However, Yahweh’s record in 2Chron.32:32
focuses on one thing – Hezekiah’s chesed or “loving kindness”. What Hezekiah did,
he did out of mercy and kindness for his people and to the glory of his God (cp.
2Chron.31:20; 2Kings 20:3). It was this characteristic that so endeared him to his
people, that he really did care for them and would always do the best by them. By
trusting in his personal trust in Yahweh, the nation was saved, and they all knew it!
This was what they celebrated in his death.
So great was the man in the people’s
estimation that they buried him in the most
elevated portion of the kingly burial grounds,
“the ascent of the tombs” (RSV). This is the
very word used for “degrees” in 2Kings 20:910. Yahweh had saved Hezekiah from his
illness and ratified it with a sign of degrees. So
now the people celebrated that in burying him
in a tomb of the highest degree or elevation. All
Jerusalem and Judah did him honour, a word
which emphasizes a weight of glory (in contrast
to Ahaz, 2Chron.28:27), because they all
knew that he deserved their highest estimation
and regard.
It is sad that Hezekiah died at a time when the nation had begun to take a turn for
the worst. No doubt he hoped that his son would do right, but Manasseh was to let
him down terribly. It is a testament to Hezekiah’s outstanding character, however,
that in the end, despite all his atrocities (including sawing Isaiah in half, cp.
Heb.11:37), Manasseh himself truly repented and taught his grandson Josiah, the
last good king of Judah, the ways of Yahweh.

Figure 130 – The Sepulchre of
the Kings.

So Hezekiah slept with his fathers, but his influence and example was never
forgotten. In him was one of the most outstanding types of Messiah seen in the
whole of scripture. His was an example of faith and trust second to none, and his
inspiration has gone down through all the ages. Hezekiah was truly a man after
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God’s own heart, like his father David, the one of whom it could be said above all
others that “he trusted in Yahweh.”

Hezekiah and Christ
Rabbi Hillel stated: “Israel shall have no more Messiah: for they had him in the days
of Hezekiah.” He was wrong, of course, because Hezekiah was but a type of the
true Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. However, his sentiments were right – Hezekiah
is the second clearest type of Christ in scripture (after Joseph). The following list
speaks for itself when the comparison between the type and anti-type are seen.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A child of promise (Immanuel)
His great work was prophesied before his birth
He came to a nation estranged from God
He cleansed the Temple of God
He sanctified priests for a reconstituted Temple
He called worshippers from north and south to unite together to keep a new
Passover
The defiled people were accepted through his merits and prayers, including
Gentiles
He offered sacrifices for himself and for the people
He provided living waters (Siloam means “sent” from God) to a people
ready to perish
He unflinchingly faced the temptations of the Adversary
The Adversary was destroyed
Although upright before God, he was afflicted with an incurable disease
He went to “the gates of hell (Sheol)”
But with a manifestation of the glory of God, he was miraculously restored
on the third day.
Then he went up to the House of the Lord
In thanksgiving for this the people sang ceaseless praise in the House of
God
After restoration he took to himself a Gentile bride
This resulted in the provision of a seed, continuing the fulfilment of the
promise to David
In a great year of Jubilee, the land was freed from its enemies, and the
people were re-gathered from dispersion and captivity
The king was acknowledged by all nations who brought gifts and homage
There followed a period of unparalleled prosperity
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